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How to Read Timelines

Timeline  i

(6 MYA TO 1 BCE)



DATES

6mya-500,000 BP

500,000-150,000 BP

150,000-50,000 BP

50,000-30,000

30,000-10,000

8000-7000 BCE

7000-6000

6000-5000

5000-4000

4000-3000

3000-2000

2000-1900

1900-1800

1800-1700

1700-1600

1600-1500

1500-1400

1400-1300

1300-1200

1200-1100

1100-1000

1000-900

900-800

800-700

700-600

600-500

500-400

400-300

300-200

200-100

100-1 BCE

AFRICA

Australopithecus  fossils (5.6 mya)

Evidence of use of fire (1.4 mya)

Homo sapiens fossils (195,000 BP)

Paintings in caves/rock shelters (27,500)

Domestication of cattle, dogs

Domestication of donkey, cultivation of

millet, use of copper

Plough agriculture, first kingdoms, cities,

pyramids, calendar, hieroglyphic script*,

writing on papyrus (Egypt)

Use of glass bottles (Egypt)

City of Carthage established in North

Africa by the Phoenicians from West Asia;

growing trade around the Mediterranean

Use of iron (Sudan)

Use of iron (Egypt)

Persians invade Egypt

Establishment of Alexandria, Egypt (332

BCE), which becomes a major centre of

learning

EUROPE

Evidence of use of fire (400,000 BP)

Homo sapiens fossils (40,000)

Paintings in caves/rock shelters

(especially France and Spain)

Cultivation of wheat and barley (Greece)

Use of copper (Crete)

Domestication of horse (eastern Europe)

Cities, palaces, use of bronze, the potter’s

wheel, development of trade (Crete)

Development of a script (Crete)*

Use of iron

First Olympic games (Greece, 776 BCE)

Use of coins* (Greece);establishment of

the Roman republic (510 BCE)

Establishment of a ‘democracy’ in Athens

(Greece)

Alexander of Macedonia conquers Egypt

and parts of West Asia (336-323 BCE)



DATES

6mya-500,000 BP

500,000-150,000 BP

150,000-50,000 BP

50,000-30,000 BP

30,000-10,000 BP

8000-7000 BCE

7000-6000

6000-5000

5000-4000

4000-3000

3000-2000

2000-1900

1900-1800

1800-1700

1700-1600

1600-1500

1500-1400

1400-1300

1300-1200

1200-1100

1100-1000

1000-900

900-800

800-700

700-600

600-500

500-400

400-300

300-200

200-100

100-1 BCE

ASIA

Evidence of use of fire (700,000 BP,

China)

Homo sapiens fossils (100,000 BP, West

Asia)

Domestication of dog (14,000, West Asia)

Domestication of sheep and goat,

cultivation of wheat and barley (West Asia)

Domestication of pig and cattle (West

and East Asia)

Domestication of chicken, cultivation of

millet and yam (East Asia)

Cultivation of cotton (South Asia); use of

copper (West Asia)

Use of the potter’s wheel, wheel for

transport (3600 BCE), writing (3200 BCE,

Mesopotamia), bronze

Plough agriculture, cities (Mesopotamia); silk-

making (China); domestication of the horse

(Central Asia); cultivation of rice (Southeast Asia)

Domestication of water-buffalo (East Asia)

Cities, writing, kingdoms (Shang

dynasty), use of bronze (China)*
Use of iron (West Asia)

Domestication of the one-humped camel (Arabia)

Use of coins (Turkey); Persian empire (546

BCE) with capital at Persepolis; Chinese

philosopher Confucius (c. 551 BCE)

Establishment of an empire in China (221

BCE), beginning of the construction of the

Great Wall

SOUTH ASIA

Stone age site in Riwat (1,900,000 BP,

Pakistan)

Cave paintings at Bhimbetka (Madhya

Pradesh); Homo sapiens fossils (25,500

BP, Sri Lanka)

Early agricultural settlements (Baluchistan)

Use of copper

Cities of the Harappan civilisation, use of

script* (c.2700 BCE)

Composition of the Rgveda

Use of iron, megaliths (Deccan and South

India)

Cities and states in several areas, first

coins, spread of Jainism and Buddhism

Establishment of the Mauryan empire

(c. 321 BCE)



DATES

6mya-500,000 BP

500,000-150,000 BP

150,000-50,000 BP

50,000-30,000 BP

30,000-10,000 BP

8000-7000 BCE

7000-6000

6000-5000

5000-4000

4000-3000

3000-2000

2000-1900

1900-1800

1800-1700

1700-1600

1600-1500

1500-1400

1400-1300

1300-1200

1200-1100

1100-1000

1000-900

900-800

800-700

700-600

600-500

500-400

400-300

300-200

200-100

100-1 BCE

AMERICAS

Homo sapiens fossils (12,000 BP)

Cultivation of squash

Cultivation of beans

Cultivation of cotton, bottle gourd

Domestication of guinea pig, turkey,
cultivation of maize

Cultivation of potato, chilli*, cassava,
peanut, domestication of llama* and alpaca

Olmec settlements around the Gulf of
Mexico, early temples and sculpture

Development of a hieroglyphic script

AUSTRALIA/PACIFIC ISLANDS

Homo sapiens fossils, earliest indications
of sea-faring (45,000 BP)

Paintings (20,000 BP)

Settlements in Polynesia and Micronesia



1 FROM THE BEGINNING
OF TIME

Fossils are the
remains or

impressions of a
very old plant,

animal or human
which have turned
into stone. These

are often embedded
in rock, and are

thus preserved for
millions of years.

Species is a group
of organisms that

can breed to
produce fertile

offspring. Members
of one species

cannot mate with
those of other

species to produce
fertile offspring.

THEME





The Story of Human Evolution
(a) The Precursors of Modern Human Beings

Look at these four skulls.
A belongs to an ape.
B belongs to a species known as Australopithecus (see below).
C belongs to a species known as Homo erectus (literally ‘upright man’).
D belongs to a species known as Homo sapiens (literally ‘thinking/wise
man’} to which all present-day human beings belong.
List as many similarities and differences that you notice, looking
carefully at the brain case, jaws and teeth.

Primates
are a subgroup of a

larger group of
mammals. They
include monkeys,

apes and humans.
They have body
hair, a relatively

long gestation
period following
birth, mammary
glands, different

types of teeth, and
the ability to

maintain a constant
body temperature.

A

B

C

D



THE EVOLUTION OF THE HAND

A shows the precision grip of the chimpanzee.
B shows the power grip of the human hand.
C shows the precision grip of the hominid.
The development of the power grip probably

preceded the precision grip.
Compare the precision grip of the chimpanzee with that of the

human hand.
Make a list of the things you do using a precision grip.
What are the things you do using a power grip?

Hominoids are
different from
monkeys in a

number of ways.
They have a larger

body and do not
have a tail.

Besides, there is a
longer period of

infant development
and dependency

amongst
hominoids.

A

C

B



The Discovery of Australopithecus, Olduvai Gorge,
17 July 1959

The Olduvai Gorge (see p. 14) was first ‘discovered’ in the early twentieth century
by a German butterfly collector. However, Olduvai has come to be identified
with Mary and Louis Leakey, who worked here for over 40 years. It was Mary
Leakey who directed archaeological excavations at Olduvai and Laetoli and
she made some of the most exciting discoveries. This is what Louis Leakey
wrote about one of their most remarkable finds:

‘That morning I woke with a headache and
a slight fever. Reluctantly, I agreed to spend the
day in camp.With one of us out of commission,
it was even more vital for the other to continue
the work, for our precarious seven-week season
was running out. So Mary departed for the
diggings with Sally and Toots [two of their dogs]
in the Land-Rover [a jeep-like vehicle], and I
settled back to a restless day off.

Some time later – perhaps I dozed off – I heard
the Land-Rover coming up fast to camp. I had a
momentary vision of Mary stung by one of our
hundreds of resident scorpions or bitten by a
snake that had slipped past the dogs.

The Land-Rover rattled to a stop, and I heard
Mary’s voice calling over and over: “I’ve got him!
I've got him! I’ve got him!” Still groggy from the

headache, I couldn’t make her out. “Got what? Are you hurt?” I asked. “Him,
the man! Our man,” Mary said. “The one we’ve been looking for 23 years.
Come quick, I’ve found his teeth!” ’

– From ‘Finding the World's Earliest Man’, by L.S.B. Leakey, National Geographic, 118
(September 1960).



The arrows pointing towards a box indicate the influences that
shaped that particular development.

The arrows pointing away from a box indicate how developments
mentioned in the box influenced other processes.





 PEOPLING OF THE WORLD

WHEN WHERE WHO

5-1 mya Sub-Saharan Africa Australopithecus, early
Homo, Homo erectus

1 mya-40,000 years ago Africa, Asia and Europe in Homo erectus, archaic
mid-latitudes Homo sapiens,

Neanderthals, Homo
sapiens sapiens/modern
humans

45,000 years ago Australia Modern humans

40,000 years ago to Europe in high-latitudes Late Neanderthals,
present and Asia-Pacific islands modern humans

North and South America
in deserts, rain forests



The Story of Human Evolution
(b) Modern Human Beings

The Replacement and Regional
Continuity Models

WHERE WHEN (years ago)

ETHIOPIA 195,000-160,000
Omo Kibish

SOUTH AFRICA 120,000-50,000
Border Cave
Die Kelders
Klasies River Mouth

MOROCCO 70,000-50,000
Dar es Solton

ISRAEL 100,000-80,000
Qafzeh Skhul

AUSTRALIA 45,000-35,000
Lake Mungo

BORNEO 40,000
Niah Cave

FRANCE 35,000
Cro-Magnon,
near Les Eyzies

THE EARLIEST FOSSILS OF MODERN
HUMANS



Early Humans: Ways of Obtaining Food



Early Humans
From Trees, to Caves and Open-air Sites



Artefacts are
objects that are

made by human
beings. The term

can refer to a wide
range of things –
tools, paintings,

sculpture,
engravings.



Early Humans: Making Tools



B

A C

D

E



Modes of Communication: Language and Art

Cave Paintings at Altamira

Altamira is a cave site in Spain. The
paintings on the ceiling of the cave
were first brought to the attention
of Marcelino Sanz de Sautuola, a
local landowner and an amateur
archaeologist, by his daughter
Maria in November 1879. The little
girl was ‘running about in the
cavern and playing about here and
there’, while her father was digging
the floor of the cave. Suddenly she
noticed the paintings on the ceiling:
‘Look, Papa, oxen!’ At first, her
father just laughed, but soon
realised that some sort of paste

rather than paint had been used for the paintings and became ‘so
enthusiastic that he could hardly speak’. He published a booklet
the following year, but for almost two decades his findings were
dismissed by European archaeologists on the ground that these were
too good to be ancient.



Early Encounters with Hunter-Gatherers
in Africa



The Hadza
‘The Hadza are a small group of hunters and gatherers, living in
the vicinity of Lake Eyasi, a salt, rift-valley lake...The country of the
eastern Hadza, dry, rocky savanna, dominated by thorn scrub and
acacia trees...is rich in wild foods. Animals are exceptionally
numerous and were certainly commoner at the beginning of the
century. Elephant, rhinoceros, buffalo, giraffe, zebra, waterbuck,
gazelle, warthog, baboon, lion, leopard, and hyena are all common,
as are smaller animals such as porcupine, hare, jackal, tortoise and
many others. All of these animals, apart from the elephant, are
hunted and eaten by the Hadza. The amount of meat that could be
regularly eaten without endangering the future of the game is
probably greater than anywhere else in the world where hunters
and gatherers live or have lived in the recent past.

Vegetable food – roots, berries, the fruit of the baobab tree, etc. –
though not often obvious to the casual observer, is always abundant
even at the height of the dry season in a year of drought. The type
of vegetable food available is different in the six-month wet season
from the dry season but there is no period of shortage. The honey
and grubs of seven species of wild bee are eaten; supplies of these
vary from season to season and from year to year.

Sources of water are widely distributed over the country in the wet
season but are very few in the dry season. The Hadza consider that
about 5-6 kilometres is the maximum distance over which water
can reasonably be carried and camps are normally sited within a
kilometre of a water course.

Part of the country consists of open grass plains but the Hadza
never build camps there. Camps are invariably sited among trees
or rocks and, by preference, among both.

The eastern Hadza assert no rights over land and its resources.
Any individual may live wherever he likes and may hunt animals,
collect roots, berries, and honey and draw water anywhere in Hadza
country without any sort of restriction...

In spite of the exceptional numbers of game animals in their
area, the Hadza rely mainly on wild vegetable matter for their
food. Probably as much as 80 per cent of their food by weight is
vegetable, while meat and honey together account for the
remaining 20 per cent.

Camps are commonly small and widely dispersed in the wet
season, large and concentrated near the few available sources of
water in the dry season.

There is never any shortage of food even in the time of drought.’

– Written in 1960 by James Woodburn, an anthropologist.

Anthropology is a
discipline that
studies human

culture and
evolutionary

aspects of human
biology.



 Hunter-Gatherer Societies
From the Present to the Past

Epilogue

Ethnography is the
study of

contemporary
ethnic groups. It

includes an
examination of
their modes of

livelihood,
technology, gender

roles, rituals,
political

institutions and
social customs.





TIMELINE 1 (mya)

36-24 mya Primates;
Monkeys in Asia and Africa

24 mya (Superfamily) Hominoids;
Gibbons, Asian orang-utan and
African apes (gorilla, chimpanzee and
bonobo or ‘pygmy’ chimpanzee)

6.4 mya Branching out of hominoids and hominids

5.6 mya Australopithecus

2.6-2.5 Earliest stone tools

2.5-2.0 Cooling and drying of Africa, resulting in decrease in
woodlands and increase in grasslands

2.5-2.0 mya Homo

2.2 mya Homo habilis

1.8 mya Homo erectus

1.3 mya Extinction of Australopithecus

 0.8 mya ‘Archaic’ sapiens, Homo heidelbergensis

0.19-0.16 mya Homo sapiens sapiens (modern humans)

TIMELINE 2 (years ago)

Earliest evidence of burials 300,000

Extinction of Homo erectus 200,000

Development of voice box 200,000

Archaic Homo sapiens skull in the Narmada valley, India 200,000-130,000

Emergence of modern humans 195,000-160,000

Emergence of Neanderthals 130,000

Earliest evidence of hearths 125,000

Extinction of Neanderthals 35,000

Earliest evidence of figurines made of fired clay 27,000

Invention of sewing needles 21,000



Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. Look at the diagram showing the positive feedback mechanism on page
13. Can you list the inputs that went into tool making? What were the
processes that were strengthened by tool making?

2. Humans and mammals such as monkeys and apes have certain
similarities in behaviour and anatomy. This indicates that humans
possibly evolved from apes. List these resemblances in two columns under
the headings of (a) behaviour and (b) anatomy. Are there any differences
that you think are noteworthy?

3. Discuss the arguments advanced in favour of the regional continuity
model of human origins. Do you think it provides a convincing
explanation of the archaeological evidence? Give reasons for your
answer.

4. Which of the following do you think is best documented in the
archaeological record: (a) gathering, (b) tool making, (c) the use of fire?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. Discuss the extent to which (a) hunting and (b) constructing shelters
would have been facilitated by the use of language. What other modes
of communication could have been used for these activities?

6. Choose any two developments each from Timelines 1 and 2 at the end
of the chapter and indicate why you think these are significant.



writing and city life 2
THEME

*The name
Mesopotamia is
derived from the

Greek words mesos,
meaning middle,

and potamos,
meaning river.



According to the
Bible, the Flood was

meant to destroy
all life on earth.

However, God chose
a man, Noah, to
ensure that life

could continue after
the Flood. Noah

built a huge boat,
an ark. He took a
pair each of all

known species of
animals and birds
on board the ark,

which survived the
Flood. There was a
strikingly similar

story in the
Mesopotamian

tradition, where the
principal character
was called Ziusudra

or Utnapishtim.

Mesopotamia and its Geography





The Significance of Urbanism

The Warka Head
This woman’s head was sculpted in
white marble at Uruk before 3000
BCE. The eyes and eyebrows would
probably have taken lapis lazuli
(blue) and shell (white) and
bitumen (black) inlays, respectively.
There is a groove along the top of
the head, perhaps for an
ornament. This is a world-famous
piece of sculpture, admired for the
delicate modelling of the woman’s
mouth, chin and cheeks. And it was
modelled in a hard stone that
would have been imported from a
distance.

Beginning with the procurement of
stone, list all the specialists who would

be involved in the production of such a piece of sculpture.

The earliest cities in
Mesopotamia date
back to the bronze

age, c.3000 BCE.
Bronze is an alloy
of copper and tin.

Using bronze meant
procuring these

metals, often from
great distances.
Metal tools were

necessary for
accurate carpentry,

drilling beads,
carving stone seals,

cutting shell for
inlaid furniture,

etc. Mesopotamian
weapons were also

of bronze – for
example, the tips
of the spears that

you see in the
illustration on

p. 38.



Movement of Goods into Cities

The Development of Writing



The System of Writing



Literacy

The Uses of Writing



Urbanisation in Southern Mesopotamia:
Temples and Kings







The Seal – An Urban Artefact
In India, early stone seals were stamped. In Mesopotamia until the
end of the first millennium BCE, cylindrical stone seals, pierced down
the centre, were fitted with a stick and rolled over wet clay so that a
continuous picture was created. They were carved by very skilled
craftsmen, and sometimes carry writing: the name of the owner, his
god, his official position, etc. A seal could be rolled on clay covering
the string knot of a cloth package or the mouth of a pot, keeping
the contents safe. When rolled on a letter written on a clay tablet, it
became a mark of authenticity. So the seal was the mark of a city
dweller’s role in public life.

Life in the City





A Trading Town in a Pastoral Zone



The Palace at Mari  of King Zimrilim (1810-1760 BCE)

Scribes’ office with benches and clay bins for
storing tabletsCourtyard 131

Audience hall (132)

Outer court (131)

Inner court
(106)

Throne room

Entrance gate
Well



Kitchen

Lavatory
and
Bath

Painting on wall of 132

Workshops and
kitchen

Royal
suite

The Palace at Mari of King
Zimrilim (1810-1760 BCE)

The great palace of Mari
was the residence of the
royal family, the hub of
administration, and a place
of production, especially of
precious metal ornaments.
It was so famous in its time
that a minor king came
from north Syria just to see
it, carrying with him a letter
of introduction from a royal
friend of the king of Mari,
Zimrilim. Daily lists reveal
that huge quantities of food
were presented each day for
the king’s table: flour,
bread, meat, fish, fruit, beer
and wine. He probably ate
in the company of many
others, in or around
courtyard 106, paved white.
You will notice from the
plan that the palace had
only one entrance, on the
north. The large, open
courtyards such as 131 were
beautifully paved. The king
would have received foreign
dignitaries and his own
people in 132, a room with
wall paintings that would
have awed the visitors. The
palace was a sprawling
structure, with 260 rooms
and covered an area of 2.4
hectares.



Excavating Mesopotamian Towns
Today, Mesopotamian excavators have much higher standards of accuracy and care in
recording than in the old days, so that few dig huge areas the way Ur was excavated.
Moreover, few archaeologists have the funds to employ large teams of excavators.
Thus, the mode of obtaining data has changed.

Take the small town at Abu Salabikh, about 10 hectares in area in 2500 BCE with a
population less than 10,000. The outlines of walls were at first traced by scraping
surfaces. This involves scraping off the top few millimetres of the mound with the
sharp and wide end of a shovel or other tool. While the soil underneath was still slightly
moist, the archaeologist could make out different colours, textures and lines of brick
walls or pits or other features. A few houses that were discovered were excavated. The
archaeologists also sieved through tons of earth to recover plant and animal remains,
and in the process identified many species of plants and animals and found large
quantities of charred fish bones that had been swept out on to the streets. Plant seeds
and fibre remained after dung cakes had been burned as fuel and thus kitchens were
identified. Living rooms were those with fewer traces. Because they found the teeth of
very young pigs on the streets, archaeologists concluded that pigs must have roamed
freely here as in any other Mesopotamian town. In fact, one house burial contained
some pig bones – the dead person must have been given some pork for his nourishment
in the afterlife! The archaeologists also made microscopic studies of room floors to
decide which rooms in a house were roofed (with poplar logs, palm leaves, straw, etc.)
and which were open to the sky.



Cities in Mesopotamian Culture

The Legacy of Writing

1 + 24/60 + 51/602 + 10/603



An Early Library

In the iron age, the Assyrians of the north created an empire, at its height
between 720 and 610 BCE, that stretched as far west as Egypt. The state economy
was now a predatory one, extracting labour and tribute in the form of food,
animals, metal and craft items from a vast subject population.

The great Assyrian kings, who had been immigrants, acknowledged the
southern region, Babylonia, as the centre of high culture and the last of
them, Assurbanipal (668-627 BCE), collected a library at his capital, Nineveh
in the north. He made great efforts to gather tablets on history, epics, omen
literature, astrology, hymns and poems. He sent his scribes south to find old
tablets. Because scribes in the south were trained to read and write in schools
where they all had to copy tablets by the dozen, there were towns in Babylonia
where huge collections of tablets were created and acquired fame. And
although Sumerian ceased to be spoken after about 1800 BCE, it continued to
be taught in schools, through vocabulary texts, sign lists, bilingual (Sumerian
and Akkadian) tablets, etc. So even in 650 BCE, cuneiform tablets written as
far back as 2000 BCE were intelligible – and Assurbanipal’s men knew where
to look for early tablets or their copies.

Copies were made of important texts such as the Epic of Gilgamesh, the
copier stating his name and writing the date. Some tablets ended with a
reference to Assurbanipal:

‘I, Assurbanipal, king of the universe, king of Assyria, on whom the gods
bestowed vast intelligence, who could acquire the recondite details of
scholarly erudition, I wrote down on tablets the wisdom of the gods … And
I checked and collated the tablets. I placed them for the future in the library
of the temple of my god, Nabu, at Nineveh, for my life and the well-being
of my soul, and to sustain the foundations of my royal throne…’

More important, there was cataloguing: a basket of tablets would have a clay
label that read: ‘n number of tablets about exorcism, written by X’. Assurbanipal’s
library had a total of some 1,000 texts, amounting to about 30,000 tablets, grouped
according to subject.



 And, an Early Archaeologist!
A man of the southern marshes, Nabopolassar, released Babylonia from
Assyrian domination in 625 BCE. His successors increased their territory and
organised building projects at Babylon. From that time, even after the
Achaemenids of Iran conquered Babylon in 539 BCE and until 331 BCE when
Alexander conquered Babylon, Babylon was the premier city of the world,
more than 850 hectares, with a triple wall, great palaces and temples, a
ziggurat or stepped tower, and a processional way to the ritual centre. Its
trading houses had widespread dealings and its mathematicians and
astronomers made some new discoveries.

Nabonidus was the last ruler of independent Babylon. He writes that the
god of Ur came to him in a dream and ordered him to appoint a priestess
to take charge of the cult in that ancient town in the deep south. He writes:
‘Because for a very long time the office of High Priestess had been forgotten,
her characteristic features nowhere indicated, I bethought myself day after
day …’

Then, he says, he found the stele of a very early king whom we today
date to about 1150 BCE and saw on that stele the carved image of the Priestess.
He observed the clothing and the jewellery that was depicted. This is how
he was able to dress his daughter for her consecration as Priestess.

On another occasion, Nabonidus’s men brought to him a broken statue
inscribed with the name of Sargon, king of Akkad. (We know today that
the latter ruled around 2370 BCE.) Nabonidus, and indeed many
intellectuals, had heard of this great king of remote times. Nabonidus felt
he had to repair the statue. ‘Because of my reverence for the gods and
respect for kingship,’ he writes, ‘I summoned skilled craftsmen, and replaced
the head.’



Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. Why do we say that it was not natural fertility and high levels of food
production that were the causes of early urbanisation?

2. Which of the following were necessary conditions and which the causes,
of early urbanisation, and which would you say were the outcome of the
growth of cities:
(a) highly productive agriculture, (b) water transport, (c) the lack of metal
and stone, (d) the division of labour, (e) the use of seals, (f) the military
power of kings that made labour compulsory?

3. Why were mobile animal herders not necessarily a threat to town life?
4. Why would the early temple have been much like a house?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. Of the new institutions that came into being once city life had begun,
which would have depended on the initiative of the king?

6. What do ancient stories tell us about the civilisation of Mesopotamia?

 TIMELINE
c. 7000-6000 BCE Beginning of agriculture in the northern Mesopotamian plains

c. 5000 BCE Earliest temples in southern Mesopotamia built

c. 3200 BCE First writing in Mesopotamia

c. 3000 BCE Uruk develops into a huge city, increasing use of bronze tools

c. 2700-2500 BCE Early kings, including, possibly, the legendary ruler Gilgamesh

c. 2600 BCE Development of the cuneiform script

c. 2400 BCE Replacement of Sumerian by Akkadian

2370 BCE Sargon, king of Akkad

c. 2000 BCE Spread of cuneiform writing to Syria, Turkey and Egypt;
Mari and Babylon emerge as important urban centres

c.1800 BCE Mathematical texts composed; Sumerian no longer spoken

c.1100 BCE Establishment of the Assyrian kingdom

c. 1000 BCE Use of iron

720 - 610 BCE Assyrian empire

668 - 627 BCE Rule of Assurbanipal

331 BCE Alexander conquers Bablyon

c. 1st century CE Akkadian and cuneiform remain in use

1850s Decipherment of the cuneiform script



ii
An Empire Across Three Continents

The Central Islamic Lands

Nomadic Empires

 empires



O

empires









Timeline  ii

(C. 100 BCE TO 1300 CE)



DATES

100-50 BCE

50-1
1-50 CE

50-100
100-150

150-200

200-250
250-300
300-350

350-400

400-450

450-500

500-550

550-600
600-650

650-700

700-750
750-800
800-850

850-900

900-950
950-1000
1000-1050
1050-1100

1100-1150

1150-1200

1200-1250

1250-1300

AFRICA

Bananas introduced from Southeast Asia
to East Africa through sea routes
Cleopatra, queen of Egypt (51-30 BCE)

Hero of Alexandria makes a machine that
runs on steam
Ptolemy of Alexandria writes a work on
geography.

Christianity introduced in Axum* (330)

Vandals from Europe set up a kingdom in
North Africa (429)

Emigration (hijra) of some Muslims to
Abyssinia (615)
Muslim Arabs sign treaty with Nubia,
south of Egypt (652)

Rise of kingdom in Ghana

Almoravid kingdom (1056-1147) extends
from Ghana to southern Spain

Zimbabwe (1120-1450) emerges as a centre
for the production of gold and copper
artefacts, and of long-distance trade

Christian churches established in Ethiopia
(1200), kingdom of Mali in West Africa, with
Timbuktu as a centre of learning

EUROPE

Spartacus leads revolt of about 100,000
slaves (73 BCE).
Building of Colosseum in Rome

Roman empire at is peak*

Constantine becomes emperor,
establishes city of Constantinople
Roman empire divided into eastern and
western halves
Roman empire invaded by tribes from
North and Central Europe
Conversion of Clovis of Gaul (France) to
Christianity (496)
St Benedict establishes a monastery in
Italy (526), St Augustine introduces
Christianity in England (596), Gregory the
Great (590) lays the foundations of the
power of the Roman Catholic Church

Bede writes the History of the English
Church and People

Charlemagne, King of the Franks, crowned
Holy Roman Emperor (800)
First Russian states founded at Kiev and
Novgorod.
Viking raids across Western Europe

Medical school set up in Salerno, Italy (1030)
William of Normandy invades England and
becomes king (1066). Proclamation of the
first Crusade (1095)

Construction of the cathedral of Notre Dame
begins (1163)
St Francis of Assisi sets up a monastic
order, emphasizing austerity and
compassion (1209)
Lords in England rebel against the king
who  signs the Magna Carta, accepting to
rule according to law
Establishment of the Hapsburg dynasty
that continued to rule Austria till 1918



DATES

100-50 BCE

50-1

1-50 CE

50-100

100-150

150-200
200-250

250-300

300-350

350-400
400-450
450-500
500-550
550-600

600-650

650-700
700-750

750-800

800-850
850-900
900-950
950-1000
1000-1050

1050-1100

1100-1150

1150-1200

1200-1250
1250-1300

ASIA

Han empire in China, development of the
Silk Route from Asia to Europe

Jesus Christ in Judaea, a province of the
Roman empire, Roman invasion of Arabia (24)

Paper invented in China (118), development
of the first seismograph (132)

End of Han empire (221), Sasanid rule in
Persia (226)
Tea at the royal court, China (262), use of
the magnetic compass, China (270)
Chinese start using stirrups while riding
horses*

Buddhism introduced in Japan (594)
Grand canal to transport grain built in
China(584-618), by 5,000,000 workers
over 34 years.
The Tang dynasty in China (618)
Prophet Muhammad goes to Medina, the
beginning of the Hijri era ( 622)
Collapse of the Sasanian empire (642)
The Umayyad caliphate (661-750)
A branch of the Umayyads conquers
Spain, Tang dynasty established in China.
Abbasid caliphate established and
Baghdad becomes a major cultural and
commercial centre
Khmer state founded in Cambodia (802)
The first printed book, China (868)

Use of paper money in China
Ibn Sina, a Persian doctor, writes a
medical text that is followed for centuries

Establishment of the Turkish empire by
Alp Arslan (1075)
First recorded display of fireworks in
China
Angkor empire, Cambodia, at its height
(1180), temple complex at Angkor Wat
Genghis Khan consolidates power (1206)
Qubilai Khan, grandson of Genghis,
becomes emperor of China

SOUTH ASIA

Bactrian Greeks and Shakas establish
kingdoms in the northwest, the rise of the
Satavahanas in the Deccan
Growing trade between South Asia,
Southeast and East Asia, and Europe

The establishment of Kushana state in the
north west and Central Asia

The establishment of the Gupta* dynasty
(320)
Fa Xian travels from China to India (399)

Aryabhata, astronomer and mathematician

Chalukya temples in Badami and Aihole

Xuan Zang travels from China to India,
Nalanda emerges as an important
educational centre

Arabs conquer Sind (712)

Mahmud of Ghazni raids the northwest,
Alberuni travels to India, Rajarajesvara
temple built at Thanjavur

Kalhana writes the Rajatarangini

Establishment of Delhi sultanate (1206)
Amir Khusrau (1253-1325) introduces new
forms of poetry and music*, Sun temple at
Konark



DATES

100-50 BCE

50-1

1-50 CE

50-100

100-150

150-200

200-250

250-300

300-350

350-400

400-450

450-500

500-550

550-600

600-650

650-700

700-750

750-800

800-850

850-900

900-950

950-1000

1000-1050

1050-1100

1100-1150

1150-1200

1200-1250

1250-1300

AMERICAS

City-state of Teotihuacan established in
Mexico, with pyramid temples, Mayan
ceremonial centres*, development of
astronomy, pictorial script*

The first city is built in North America
(c.990)

AUSTRALIA/PACIFIC ISLANDS

Maori navigator from Polynesia ‘discovers’
New Zealand

Sweet potato (originally from South
America), grown in the Polynesian islands



3 An Empire Across
Three Continents

THEME





The Early Empire



The Emperor Trajan’s Dream – A Conquest of India?

Then, after a winter (115/16) in Antioch marked by a great earthquake, in 116
Trajan marched down the Euphrates to Ctesiphon, the Parthian capital, and then
to the head of the Persian Gulf. There [the historian] Cassius Dio describes him
looking longingly at a merchant-ship setting off for India, and wishing that he
were as young as Alexander.

– Fergus Millar, The Roman Near East.



The Near East
From the

perspective of
someone who lived

in the Roman
Mediterranean, this

referred to all the
territory east of the

Mediterranean,
chiefly the Roman
provinces of Syria,

Palestine and
Mesopotamia, and
in a looser sense
the surrounding

territories, for
example Arabia.



The Doctor Galen on how Roman Cities
Treated the Countryside

The famine prevalent for many successive years in many provinces has clearly
displayed for men of any understanding the effect of malnutrition in generating
illness. The city-dwellers, as it was their custom to collect and store enough grain
for the whole of the next year immediately after the harvest, carried off all the
wheat, barley, beans and lentils, and left to the peasants various kinds of pulse –
after taking quite a large proportion of these to the city. After consuming what was
left in the course of the winter, the country people had to resort to unhealthy foods
in the spring; they ate twigs and shoots of trees and bushes and bulbs and roots of
inedible plants…
– Galen, On Good and Bad Diet.



The Third-Century Crisis

Gender, Literacy, Culture



One of the
funniest of these
graffiti found on

the walls of
Pompeii says:

‘Wall, I admire
you for not

collapsing in
ruins

When you have
to support so
much boring

writing on you.’



Economic Expansion





Controlling Workers

On the Treatment of Slaves

‘Soon afterwards the City Prefect,
Lucius Pedanius Secundus, was
murdered by one of his slaves. After
the murder, ancient custom
required that every slave residing
under the same roof must be
executed. But a crowd gathered,
eager to save so many innocent
lives; and rioting began. The
senate-house was besieged. Inside,
there was feeling against excessive
severity, but the majority opposed
any change (….) [The senators]
favouring execution prevailed.
However, great crowds ready with
stones and torches prevented the
order from being carried out. Nero
rebuked the population by edict,
and lined with troops the whole
route along which those
condemned were taken for
execution.’

– Tacitus (55-117), historian of the
early empire.





Social Hierarchies



Late Antiquity

Incomes of the Roman
Aristocracy,

Early Fifth Century

‘Each of the great houses of
Rome contained within
itself everything which a
medium-sized city could
hold, a hippodrome, fora,
temples, fountains and
different kinds of baths…
Many of the Roman
households received an
income of four thousand
pounds of gold per year from
their properties, not
including grain, wine and
other produce which, if sold,
would have amounted to
one-third of the income in
gold. The income of the
households at Rome of the
second class was one
thousand or fifteen hundred
pounds of gold.’

– Olympiodorus of Thebes.









EVENTS

27 BCE ‘Principate’ founded by Octavian; now calls himself Augustus

c. 24-79 Life of the Elder Pliny; dies in the volcanic eruption of Vesuvius,
which also buries the Roman town of Pompeii

66-70 The great Jewish revolt and capture of Jerusalem by Roman forces

c. 115 Greatest extent of the Roman Empire, following Trajan’s conquests
in the East

212 All free inhabitants of the empire transformed into Roman citizens

224 New dynasty founded in Iran, called ‘Sasanians’ after ancestor Sasan

250s Persians invade Roman territories west of the Euphrates

258 Cyprian bishop of Carthage executed

260s Gallienus reorganises the army

273 Caravan city of Palmyra destroyed by Romans

297 Diocletian reorganises empire into c.100 provinces

c. 310 Constantine issues new gold coinage (the ‘solidus’)

312 Constantine converts to Christianity

324 Constantine now sole ruler of empire; founds city of Constantinople

354-430 Life of Augustine, bishop of Hippo

378 Goths inflict crushing defeat on Roman armies at Adrianople

391 Destruction of the Serapeum (temple of Serapis) at Alexandria

410 Sack of Rome by the Visigoths

428 Vandals capture Africa

434-53 Empire of Attila the Hun

493 Ostrogoths establish kingdom in Italy

533-50 Recovery of Africa and Italy by Justinian

541-70 Outbreaks of bubonic plague

568 Lombards invade Italy

c.570 Birth of Muhammad

614-19 Persian ruler Khusro II invades and occupies eastern Roman territories

622 Muhammad and companions leave Mecca for Medina

633-42 First and crucial phase of the Arab conquests; Muslim armies
take Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Iraq and parts of Iran

661-750 Umayyad dynasty in Syria

698 Arabs capture Carthage

711 Arab invasion of Spain

RULERS

27 BCE-14 CE

Augustus, first
Roman emperor
14-37
Tiberius
98-117

Trajan
117-38
Hadrian

193-211
Septimius Severus

241-72
reign of Shapur I
in Iran

253-68
Gallienus

284-305
the ‘Tetrarchy’;
Diocletian main
ruler

312-37
Constantine
309-79 reign of
Shapur II in Iran

408-50
Theodosius II
(compiler of the
famous
‘Theodosian Code’)

490-518
Anastasius

527-65
Justinian
531-79 reign of
Khusro I in Iran

610-41
Heraclius



Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. If you had lived in the Roman Empire, where would you rather
have lived – in the towns or in the countryside? Explain why.

2. Compile a list of some of the towns, cities, rivers, seas and
provinces mentioned in this chapter, and then try and find them
on the maps. Can you say something about any three of the items
in the list you have compiled?

3. Imagine that you are a Roman housewife preparing a shopping
list for household requirements. What would be on the list?

4. Why do you think the Roman government stopped coining in
silver? And which metal did it begin to use for the production of
coinage?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. Suppose the emperor Trajan had actually managed to conquer
India and the Romans had held on to the country for several
centuries. In what ways do you think India might be different
today?

6. Go through the chapter carefully and pick out some basic features
of Roman society and economy which you think make it look
quite modern.



The Central Islamic
Lands

THEME
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The Rise of Islam in Arabia:
Faith, Community and Politics





Islamic Calendar

The Hijri era was established during the caliphate of Umar, with the first year
falling in 622 CE. A date in the Hijri calendar is followed by the letters AH.

The Hijri year is a lunar year of 354 days, 12 months (Muharram to Dhul
Hijja) of 29 or 30 days. Each day begins at sunset and each month with the
sighting of the crescent moon. The Hijri year is about 11 days shorter than the
solar year. Therefore, none of the Islamic religious festivals, including the
Ramazan fast, Id and hajj, corresponds in any way to seasons. There is no easy
way to match the dates in the Hijri calendar with the dates in the Gregorian
calendar (established by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 CE). One can calculate the
rough equivalents between the Islamic (H) and Gregorian Christian (C) years
with the following formulae:

(H × 32 / 33) + 622 = C
(C – 622) × 33 / 32 = H



The Caliphate: Expansion, Civil Wars and
Sect Formation



Expansion of Islam under Muhammad

Central Islamic lands c. 750



The Umayyads and the Centralisation of Polity



Abd al-Malik’s Coinage Reform

The three coin specimens show the transition from Byzantine to
Arab-Islamic coinage. On the second coin, the bearded and long-
haired caliph is dressed in traditional Arab robes and is holding a
sword. It is the first extant portrait of a Muslim. It is also unique
because later there developed an antipathy towards the
representation of living beings in art and craft. Abd al-Malik’s reform
of coinage was linked with his reorganisation of state finances. It

proved so successful that for hundreds of years, coins were struck
according to the pattern and weight of the third specimen.



The Abbasid Revolution



Break-up of the Caliphate and the Rise of
Sultanates



The Crusades







Franks in Syria
The treatment of the subjugated Muslim population differed among the various Frankish
lords. The earliest of the crusaders, who settled down in Syria and Palestine, were generally
more tolerant of the Muslim population than those who came later. In his memoirs,
Usama ibn Munqidh, a twelfth-century Syrian Muslim, has something interesting to say
about his new neighbours:

‘Among the Franks there are some who have settled down in this country and associated
with Muslims. These are better than the newcomers, but they are exceptions to the
rule, and no inference can be drawn from them.

Here is an example. Once I sent a man to Antioch on business. At that time,
Chief Theodore Sophianos [an
eastern Christian] was there, and
he and I were friends. He was then
all powerful in Antioch. One day
he said to my man, ‘‘One of my
Frankish friends has invited me.
Come with me and see how they
live.’’ My man told me: “So I went
with him, and we came to the
house of one of the old knights,
those who had come with the first
Frankish expedition. He had
already retired from state and
military service, and had a
property in Antioch from which he
lived. He produced a fine table,
with food both tasty and cleanly
served. He saw that I was reluctant
to eat, and said: “Eat to your heart’s
content, for I do not eat Frankish

food. I have Egyptian women cooks and eat nothing but what they prepare, nor
does swine flesh ever enter my house.” So I ate, but with some caution, and we took
our leave.

Later I was walking through the market, when suddenly a Frankish woman caught
hold of me and began jabbering in their language, and I could not understand what
she was saying. A crowd of Franks collected against me, and I was sure that my end
had come. Then, suddenly, that same knight appeared and saw me, and came up to
that woman, and asked her: “What do you want of this Muslim?” She replied: “He
killed my brother Hurso.” This Hurso was a knight of Afamiya who had been killed
by someone from the army of Hama. Then the knight shouted at her and said, “This
man is a burjasi [bourgeois, that is, a merchant]. He does not fight or go to war.” And
he shouted at the crowd and they dispersed; then he took my hand and went away.
So the effect of that meal that I had was to save me from death.” ’

– Kitab al-Itibar.



Economy: Agriculture, Urbanisation and
Commerce





Paper, Geniza Records and History

In the central Islamic lands, written works were widely circulated after the introduction
of paper. Paper (made from linen) came from China, where the manufacturing process
was a closely guarded secret. In 751, the Muslim governor of Samarqand took 20,000
Chinese invaders as prisoners, some of whom were good at making paper. For the next
100 years, Samarqand paper remained an important export item. Since Islam prohibited
monopolies, paper began to be manufactured in the rest of the Islamic world. By the
middle of the tenth century, it had more or less replaced papyrus, the writing material
made from the inner stem of a plant that grew freely in the Nile valley. Demand for
paper increased, and Abd al-Latif, a doctor from Baghdad (see his depiction of the ideal
student on p. 98) and a resident of Egypt between 1193 and 1207, reported how Egyptian
peasants robbed graves to obtain mummy wrappings made of linen to sell to paper
factories.

Paper also facilitated the writing of commercial and personal documents of all kinds.
In 1896, a huge collection of medieval Jewish documents was discovered in a sealed
room (Geniza, pronounced ghaniza) of the Ben Ezra synagogue in Fustat. The documents
had been preserved thanks to the Jewish practice of not destroying any piece of writing
that contained the name of God. The Geniza was found to contain over a quarter of a
million manuscripts and fragments dating back as far as the mid-eighth century. Most
of the material dated from the tenth to the thirteenth centuries, that is, from the Fatimid,
Ayyubid and early Mamluk periods. These included personal letters between merchants,
family and friends, contracts, promises of dowry, sale documents, laundry lists, and
other trivia. Most of the documents were written in Judaeo-Arabic, a version of Arabic
written in Hebrew characters that was commonly used by Jewish communities throughout
the medieval Mediterranean. The Geniza documents provide rich insights into personal
and economic experiences as also into Mediterranean and Islamic culture. The
documents also suggest that the business skills and commercial techniques of merchants
of the medieval Islamic world were more advanced than those of their European
counterparts. Goitein wrote a multi-volume history of the Mediterranean from Geniza
records, and Amitav Ghosh was inspired by a Geniza letter to tell the story of an Indian
slave in his book, In an Antique Land.





Learning and Culture



The Quran
‘And if all the trees on earth were pens and the ocean were ink

with seven oceans behind it to add to its supply,
yet would not the words of Allah be exhausted in the writing.’

(Quran, chapter 31, verse 27)

The Quran is a book in Arabic divided into 114 chapters (suras) and arranged in
descending order of length, the shortest being the last. The only exception to
this is the first sura which is a short prayer (al-fatiha or opening). According to
Muslim tradition, the Quran is a collection of messages (revelations) which God
sent to the Prophet Muhammad between 610 and 632, first in Mecca and then
in Medina. The task of compiling these revelations was completed some time in
650. The oldest complete Quran we have today dates from the ninth century.
There are many fragments which are older, the earliest being the verses engraved
on the Dome of the Rock and on coins in the seventh century.

The use of the Quran as a source material for the history of early Islam has
posed some problems. The first is that it is a scripture, a text vested with religious
authority. Theologians generally believed that as the speech of God (kalam
allah), it has to be understood literally, but rationalists among them gave wider
interpretations to the Quran. In 833, the Abbasid caliph al-Mamun imposed
the view (in a trial of faith or mihna) that the Quran is God’s creation rather
than His speech. The second problem is that the Quran very often speaks in
metaphors and, unlike the Old Testament (Tawrit), it does not narrate events
but only refers to them. Medieval Islamic scholars thus had to make sense of
many verses with the help of hadith. Many hadith were written to help the
reading of the Quran.





The Ideal Student
Abd al-Latif, a twelfth-century legal and medical scholar of
Baghdad, talks to his ideal student:

‘I commend you not to learn your sciences from books unaided,
even though you may trust your ability to understand. Resort to
teachers for each science you seek to acquire; and should your teacher
be limited in his knowledge take all that he can offer, until you
find another more accomplished than he. You must venerate and
respect him. When you read a book, make every effort to learn it by
heart and master its meaning. Imagine the book to have
disappeared and that you can dispense with it, unaffected by its
loss. One should read histories, study biographies and the
experiences of nations. By doing this, it will be as though, in his
short life space, he lived contemporaneously with peoples of the
past, was on intimate terms with them, and knew the good and
bad among them. You should model your conduct on that of the
early Muslims. Therefore, read the biography of the Prophet and
follow in his footsteps. You should frequently distrust your nature,
rather than have a good opinion of it, submitting your thoughts to
men of learning and their works, proceeding with caution and
avoiding haste. He who has not endured the stress of study will not
taste the joy of knowledge. When you have finished your study and
reflection, occupy your tongue with the mention of God’s name,
and sing His praises. Do not complain if the world turns its back on
you. Know that learning leaves a trail and a scent proclaiming its
possessor; a ray of light and brightness shining on him, pointing
him out.’

– Ahmad ibn al Qasim ibn Abi Usaybia, Uyun al Anba.











595 Muhammad marries Khadija, a wealthy Meccan trader who later
supports Islam

610-12 Muhammad has first revelation; first public preaching of Islam (612)

621 First agreement at Aqaba with Medinan converts

622 Migration from Mecca to Medina. Arab tribes of Medina (ansar)
shelter Meccan migrants (muhajir)

632-61 Early caliphate; conquests of Syria, Iraq, Iran and Egypt; civil wars

661-750 Umayyad rule; Damascus becomes the capital

750-945 Abbasid rule; Baghdad becomes the capital

945 Buyids capture Baghdad; literary and cultural efflorescence

1063-1092 Rule of Nizamul mulk, the powerful Saljuq wazir who established a
string of madrasas called Nizamiyya; killed by Hashishayn (Assassins)

1095-1291 Crusades; contacts between Muslims and Christians

1111 Death of Ghazali, influential Iranian scholar who opposed rationalism

1258 Mongols capture Baghdad

Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. What were the features of the lives of the Bedouins in the early
seventh century?

2. What is meant by the term ‘Abbasid revolution’?
3. Give examples of the cosmopolitan character of the states set up

by Arabs, Iranians and Turks.
4. What were the effects of the Crusades on Europe and Asia?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. How were Islamic architectural forms different from those of the
Roman Empire?

6. Describe a journey from Samarqand to Damascus, referring to the
cities on the route.
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Introduction



The Capture of Bukhara

Juwaini, a late-thirteenth-century Persian chronicler of the Mongol
rulers of Iran, carried an account of the capture of Bukhara in 1220.
After the conquest of the city, Juwaini reported, Genghis Khan went
to the festival ground where the rich residents of the city were and
addressed them: ‘O’ people know that you have committed great
sins, and that the great ones among you have committed these sins.
If you ask me what proof I have for these words, I say it is because I
am the punishment of God. If you had not committed great sins,
God would not have sent a punishment like me upon you’… Now
one man had escaped from Bukhara after its capture and had come
to Khurasan. He was questioned about the fate of the city and
replied: ‘They came, they [mined the walls], they burnt, they slew,
they plundered and they departed.’



Social and Political Background



Listed below are
some of the great

Central Asian steppe
confederacies of the
Turks and Mongol

people. They did not
all occupy the same
region and were not

equally large and
complex in their

internal
organisation. They
had a considerable

impact on the
history of the

nomadic population
but their impact on

China and the
adjoining regions

varied.

Hsiung-nu (200 BCE)
(Turks)

Juan-juan (400 CE)
(Mongols)

Epthalite Huns
(400 CE) (Mongols)

T’u-chueh (550 CE)
(Turks)

Uighurs (740 CE)
(Turks)

Khitan (940 CE)
(Mongols)



The Career of Genghis Khan



Estimated Extent of Mongol Destruction
All reports of Genghis Khan’s campaigns agree at the vast number of people
killed following the capture of cities that defied his authority. The numbers
are staggering: at the capture of Nishapur in 1220, 1,747,000 people were
massacred while the toll at Herat in 1222 was 1,600,000 people and at
Baghdad in 1258, 800,000. Smaller towns suffered proportionately: Nasa,
70,000 dead; Baihaq district, 70,000; and at Tun in the Kuhistan province,
12,000 individuals were executed.
How did medieval chroniclers arrive at such figures?

Juwaini, the Persian chronicler of the Ilkhans stated that 1,300,000 people
were killed in Merv. He reached the figure because it took thirteen days to
count the dead and each day they counted 100,000 corpses.



c. 1167 Birth of Temujin

1160s-70s Years spent in slavery and struggle

1180s-90s Period of alliance formation

1203-27 Expansion and triumph

1206 Temujin proclaimed Genghis Khan, ‘Universal Ruler’ of the Mongols

1227 Death of Genghis Khan

1227-60 Rule of the three Great Khans and continued Mongol unity

 1227-41 Ogodei son of Genghis Khan

1246-49 Guyuk son of Ogodei

1251-60 Mongke son of Genghis Khan’s youngest son, Tuluy.

1236-42 Campaigns in Russia, Hungary, Poland and Austria
under Batu, son of Jochi, Genghis Khan’s eldest son

1253-55 Beginning of fresh campaigns in Iran and China under Mongke

1258 Capture of Baghdad and the end of the ‘Abbasid Caliphate. Establishment
of the Il- Khanid state of Iran under Hulegu, younger brother of
Mongke. Beginning of conflict between the Jochids and the Il-Khans



1260 Accession of Qubilai Khan as Grand Khan in Peking.
Conflict amongst descendents of Genghis Khan;fragmentation of Mongol realm
into independent lineages – Toluy, Chaghatay and Jochi (Ogodei’s
lineage defeated and absorbed into the Toluyid)

Toluyids: Yuan dynasty in China and Il-Khanid state in Iran;

Chaghatayids in steppes north of Transoxiana and ‘Turkistan’;

Jochid lineages in the Russian steppes,
described as the ‘Golden Horde’ by observers

1257-67 The reign of Berke, son of Batu, Reorientation of the Golden
Horde from Nestorian Christianity towards Islam. Definitive conversion takes
place only in the 1350s. Start of the alliance between the Golden Horde and
Egypt against the Il-Khans

1295-1304 The reign of the Il-Khanid ruler Ghazan Khan in Iran.
His conversion from Buddhism to Islam is followed gradually by
other Il-Khanid chieftains

1368 End of the Yuan dynasty in China

1370-1405 Rule of Timur, a Barlas Turk who claimed Genghis Khanid
descent through the lineage of Chaghtay. Establishes a steppe empire that
assimilates part of the dominions of Toluy (excluding China),
Chaghatay and Jochi. Proclaims himself ‘Guregen’ – ‘royal son-in- law’ –
and marries a princess of the Genghis Khanid lineage

1495-1530 Zahiruddin Babur, descendant of Timur and Genghis Khan succeeds to Timurid
territory of Ferghana and Samarqand, is expelled, captures Kabul and in 1526
seizes Delhi and Agra: founds the Mughal empire in India

1500 Capture of Transoxiana by Shaybani Khan, descendent of Jochi’s
youngest son, Shiban. Consolidates Shaybani power (Shaybanids also
described as Uzbeg, from whom Uzbekistan, today, gets its name) in Transoxiana
and expels Babur and other Timurids from the region

1759 Manchus of China conquer Mongolia

1921 Republic of Mongolia



The Mongols after Genghis Khan

Social, Political and Military Organisation









Ghazan Khan’s Speech
Ghazan Khan (1295-1304) was the first Il-Khanid ruler to convert
to Islam. He gave the following speech to the Mongol-Turkish nomad
commanders, a speech that was probably drafted by his Persian
wazir Rashiduddin and included in the minister’s letters:

‘I am not on the side of the Persian peasantry. If there is a purpose
in pillaging them all, there is no one with more power to do this
than I. Let us rob them together. But if you wish to be certain of
collecting grain and food for your tables in the future, I must be
harsh with you. You must be taught reason. If you insult the
peasantry, take their oxen and seed and trample their crops into
the ground, what will you do in the future? … The obedient
peasantry must be distinguished from the peasantry who are
rebels…’





Yasa
In 1221, after the conquest of Bukhara, Genghis Khan had assembled
the rich Muslim residents at the festival ground and had
admonished them. He called them sinners and warned them to
compensate for their sins by parting with their hidden wealth. The
episode was dramatic enough to be painted and for a long time
afterwards people still remembered the incident. In the late sixteenth
century, ‘Abdullah Khan, a distant descendant of Jochi, Genghis
Khan’s eldest son, went to the same festival ground in Bukhara.
Unlike Genghis Khan, however, ‘Abdullah Khan went to perform
his holiday prayers there. His chronicler, Hafiz-i Tanish, reported
this performance of Muslim piety by his master and included the
surprising comment: ‘this was according to the yasa of Genghis
Khan’.

Conclusion: Situating Genghis Khan and the
Mongols in World History





Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. Why was trade so significant to the Mongols?
2. Why did Genghis Khan feel the need to fragment the Mongol

tribes into new social and military groupings?
3. How do later Mongol reflections on the yasa bring out the uneasy

relationship they had with the memory of Genghis Khan.
4. ‘If history relies upon written records produced by city-based

literati, nomadic societies will always receive a hostile
representation.’ Would you agree with this statement? Does it
explain the reason why Persian chronicles produced such inflated
figures of casualties resulting from Mongol campaigns?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. Keeping the nomadic element of the Mongol and Bedouin societies
in mind, how, in your opinion, did their respective historical
experiences differ? What explanations would you suggest account
for these differences?

6. How does the following account enlarge upon the character of
the Pax Mongolica created by the Mongols by the middle of the
thirteenth century?

The Franciscan monk, William of Rubruck, was sent by Louis IX of
France on an embassy to the great Khan Mongke’s court. He reached
Karakorum, the capital of Mongke, in 1254 and came upon a woman
from Lorraine (in France) called Paquette, who had been brought from
Hungary and was in the service of one of the prince’s wives who was a
Nestorian Christian. At the court he came across a Parisian goldsmith
named Guillaume Boucher, ‘whose brother dwelt on the Grand Pont in
Paris’. This man was first employed by the Queen Sorghaqtani and
then by Mongke’s younger brother. Rubruck found that at the great
court festivals the Nestorian priests were admitted first, with their
regalia, to bless the Grand Khan’s cup, and were followed by the Muslim
clergy and Buddhist and Taoist monks…
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Timeline  iiI

(C. 1300 TO 1700)



DATES

1300-25

1325-1350

1350-75

1375-1400

1400-1425

1425-50

1450-75

1475-1500

1500-1525

1525-1550

1550-75

1575-1600

1600-25

1625-50

1650-75

1675-1700

AFRICA

Plague* in Egypt (1348-55)

Ibn Batuta explores the Sahara

Portuguese begin slave trading (1442)

Songhai Empire in West Africa

established based on trading networks

across the Sahara. Portuguese

expeditions and settlements along the
west coast of Africa (1471 onwards)

Portuguese convert the king of Bokongo

to Christianity

African slaves taken to work on sugar

plantations in America (1510)

Ottoman Turks conquer Egypt (1517)

Oyo kingdom of Nigeria at the height of its

power, centres for metal-working*

Portuguese destroy the Kongo kingdom

(1662)

EUROPE

Alhambra and Granada emerge as

important cultural centres in Spain

The Hundred Years’ War between England

and France (1337-1453)

The Black Death (a form of plague)
spreads throughout Europe (1348)

French peasants protest against high

taxes (1358)

Peasant revolt in Britain (1381)
Geoffrey Chaucer writes The Canterbury

Tales, one of the earliest compositions in

English (1388)

The first printed book appears in Europe;

Leonardo da Vinci ( 1452-1519), painter,
architect, inventor in Italy

Establishment of the Tudor dynasty in

England (1485)

Coffee from South America is drunk in

Europe for the first time (1517)—tobacco,

chocolate, tomatoes and turkey are also

introduced. Martin Luther attempts to

reform the Catholic Church (1521)

Copernicus propounds theory about solar

system (1543)

William Shakespeare (1564-1616),

dramatist in England

Zacharias Janssen invents the microscope

(1590s)

One of the first novels, Don Quixote,

written in Spanish (1605)

William Harvey demonstrates that blood is

pumped through the body by the heart (1628)

Louis XIV king of France ( 1638-1715)

Peter the Great (1682-1725) attempts to

modernise Russia



DATES

1300-25

1325-1350

1350-75

1375-1400

1400-1425

1425-50

1450-75

1475-1500

1500-1525

1525-1550

1550-75

1575-1600

1600-25

1625-50

1650-75

1675-1700

ASIA

The Ming dynasty* in China (1368 onwards)

Ottoman Turks capture Constantinople (1453)

Portuguese entry into China opposed,
driven out to Macao (1522)

The first Kabuki play staged in Japan (1586)
Shah Abbas (1587-1629) of Persia introduces
European methods of military training

Tokugawa Shogunate established in Japan
(1603)

All European traders with the exception of the
Dutch forbidden to trade with Japan (1637)
Manchu rule in China, (1644 onwards)
which lasts for nearly 300 years. Growing
demand in Europe for Chinese tea and silk

SOUTH ASIA

Establishment of the Vijayanagara empire*
(1336)

Emergence of regional sultanates

Vasco da Gama reaches India (1498)

Babur establishes Mughal control over
North India, first battle of Panipat (1526)

Akbar (1556-1605) consolidates Mughal rule

The establishment of the British East India
Company (1600)

Construction of the Taj Mahal ( 1632-53)



DATES

1300-25

1325-1350

1350-75

1375-1400

1400-1425

1425-50

1450-75

1475-1500

1500-1525

1525-1550

1550-75

1575-1600

1600-25

1625-50

1650-75

1675-1700

AMERICAS

Aztec capital at Tenochtitlan, Mexico
(1325), build temples, develop irrigation
systems and accounting system (quipu)*

Incas establish control over Peru ( 1465)

Columbus reaches the West Indies (1492)

Spanish conquest of Mexico (1521)

French explorers reach Canada (1534)

Spanish conquest of Peru (1572)

England sets up its first colonies in North
America (1607). The first slaves are brought
from West Africa to Virginia (1619)

The Dutch found New Amsterdam, now
called New York (1626). First printing
press is set up in Massachusetts (1635)

The first sugar plantations are
established in the West Indies (1654)

The French colonise the Mississippi,
naming it Louisiana after King Louis XIV
(1682)

AUSTRALIA/PACIFIC ISLANDS

Magellan, a Spanish navigator, reaches the
Pacific Ocean (1519)

Dutch sailors reach Australia by accident

Spanish sailors reach Tahiti (1606)

Dutch navigator Abel Tasman sails around
Australia without realising it. He then lands
on Van Diemen’s land, later called
Tasmania. He also reaches New Zealand,
but thinks it is part of a huge land mass!



THE THREE ORDERS6
THEME



An Introduction to Feudalism

The term ‘medieval
era’ refers to the

period in European
history between
the fifth and the

fifteenth centuries.



France and England

 Early History of France

481 Clovis becomes king of the Franks.

486 Clovis and the Franks begin the conquest of northern Gaul.

496 Clovis and the Franks convert to Christianity.

714 Charles Martel becomes mayor of the palace.

751 Martel’s son Pepin deposes the Frankish ruler, becomes king
and establishes a dynasty. Wars of conquest double the size
of his kingdom.

768 Pepin succeeded by his son Charlemagne/Charles the
Great.

800 Pope Leo III crowns Charlemagne as Holy Roman Emperor.

840ONWARDS Raids by Vikings from Norway.



The Three Orders

In the twelfth century, Abbess Hildegard of Bingen wrote: ‘Who would
think of herding his entire cattle in one stable – cows, donkeys,
sheep, goats, without difference? Therefore it is necessary to establish
difference among human beings, so that they do not destroy each
other … God makes distinctions among his flock, in heaven as on
earth. All are loved by him, yet there is no equality among them.’

The Second Order: The Nobility

‘Abbey’ is derived
from the Syriac
abba, meaning

father. An abbey
was governed by
an abbot or an

abbess.



The Manorial Estate



The Knights

The First Order: The Clergy

‘If my dear lord
is slain, his fate

I’ll share,
If he is hanged,
then hang me

by his side.
If to the stake he
goes, with him

I’ll burn;
And if he’s

drowned, then
let me drown

with him.’

– Doon de Mayence,
a thirteenth-century

French poem
(to  be sung)

recounting the
adventures of

knights.



Monks

The word
‘monastery’ is
derived from

the Greek
word ‘monos’,

meaning someone
who lives alone.



In Benedictine monasteries,
there was a manuscript with 73
chapters of rules which were
followed by monks for many
centuries. Here are some of the
rules they had to follow:

Chapter 6: Permission to speak
should rarely be granted to
monks.

Chapter 7: Humility means
obedience.

Chapter 33: No monk should
own private property.

Chapter 47: Idleness is the
enemy of the soul, so friars and
sisters should be occupied at
certain times in manual labour,
and at fixed hours in sacred
reading.

Chapter 48: The monastery should be laid out in such a way that all
necessities be found within its bounds: water, mill, garden, workshops.



The Church and Society

‘When in April the sweet showers fall
And pierce the drought of March to the root
And the small birds are making melody
That sleep away the night with open eye…
(So Nature pricks them and their heart engages);
Then people long to go on pilgrimages,
And palmers* long to seek the foreign shrines
Of far-off saints, revered in various lands.
And especially from every shire
Of England, to Canterbury they make their journey.’

– Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1340–1400), The Canterbury Tales. This was written in
Middle English, and the verse is a translation in modern English.



The Third Order: Peasants, Free and Unfree

England



Factors Affecting Social and Economic Relations

The Environment

Land Use



New Agricultural Technology



A Fourth Order? New Towns and Townspeople





Cathedral-towns



‘Because of the inadequacy which we often felt on feast days, for the
narrowness of the place forced the women to run towards the altar
upon the heads of the men with much anguish and noisy confusion,
[we decided] to enlarge and amplify the noble church…

We also caused to be painted, by the exquisite hands of many
masters from different regions, a splendid variety of new windows…
Because these windows are very valuable on account of their
wonderful execution and the profuse expenditure of painted glass
and sapphire glass, we appointed an official master craftsman for
their protection, and also a goldsmith…who would receive their
allowances, namely, coins from the altar and flour from the common
storehouse of the brethren, and who would never neglect their duty,
to look after these [works of art].’

– Abbot Suger (1081-1151) about the Abbey of St Denis, near Paris.

The Crisis of the Fourteenth Century



‘How many valiant men, how many fair ladies, (had) breakfast with
their kinfolk and the same night supped with their ancestors in the
next world! The condition of the people was pitiable to behold. They
sickened by the thousands daily, and died unattended and without
help. Many died in the open street, others dying in their houses, made
it known by the stench of their rotting bodies. Consecrated churchyards
did not suffice for the burial of the vast multitude of bodies, which
were heaped by the hundreds in vast trenches, like goods in a ships
hold and covered with a little earth.’

– Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-75), Italian author.

Social Unrest



Eleventh to Fourteenth Centuries
1066 Normans defeat Anglo-Saxons and conquer England

1100 ONWARDS Cathedrals being built in France

1315–17 Great famine in Europe

1347–50 Black Death

1338–1461 Hundred Years War between England and France

1381 Peasants’ revolts

Political Changes



The New Monarchy
1461–1559    New monarchs in France

1474–1556    New monarchs in Spain

1485–1547    New monarchs in England



Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. Describe two features of early feudal society in France.
2. How did long-term changes in population levels affect

economy and society in Europe?
3. Why did knights become a distinct group, and when did they

decline?
4. What was the function of medieval monasteries?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. Imagine and describe a day in the life of a craftsman in a
medieval French town.

6. Compare the conditions of life for a French serf and a Roman
slave.



THEME

7 Changing Cultural
Traditions



The Revival of Italian Cities



The City-State

Cardinal Gasparo Contarini (1483-1542) writes about the democratic government
of his city-state in The Commonwealth and Government of Venice (1534).

‘…to come to the institution of our Venetian commonwealth, the whole authority
of the city…is in that council, into which all the gentlemen of the City being once
past the age of 25 years are admitted...

Now first I am to yield you a reckoning how and with what wisdom it was
ordained by our ancestors, that the common people should not be admitted into

this company of citizens, in whose
authority [lies] the whole power of
the commonwealth... Because many
troubles and popular tumults arise
in those cities, whose government is
swayed by the common people…
many were of contrary opinion,
deeming that it would do well, if
this manner of governing the
commonwealth should rather be
defined by ability and abundance
of riches. Contrariwise the honest
citizens, and those that are liberally
brought up, oftentimes fall to
poverty...  Therefore our wise and
prudent ancestors... ordered that this
definition of the public rule should
go rather by the nobility of lineage,

than by the estimation of wealth: yet with that temperature [proviso], that men of
chief and supreme nobility should not have this rule alone (for that would rather
have been the power of a few than a commonwealth) but also every other citizen
whosoever not ignobly born: so that all which were noble by birth, or ennobled
by virtue, did...obtain this right of government.’



The Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries
1300 Humanism taught at Padua University in Italy

1341 Petrarch given title of ‘Poet Laureate’ in Rome

1349 University established in Florence

1390 Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales published

1436 Brunelleschi designs the Duomo in Florence

1453 Ottoman Turks defeat the Byzantine ruler of Constantinople

1454 Gutenberg prints the Bible with movable type

1484 Portuguese mathematicians calculate latitude by observing
the sun

1492 Columbus reaches America

1495 Leonardo da Vinci paints The Last Supper

1512 Michelangelo paints the Sistine Chapel ceiling

Universities and Humanism



Giovanni Pico della Mirandola (1463-94), a humanist of Florence, wrote
on the importance of debate in On the Dignity of Man (1486).

‘For [Plato and Aristotle] it was certain that, for the attainment of
the knowledge of truth they were always seeking for themselves,
nothing is better than to attend as often as possible the exercise of
debate. For just as bodily energy is strengthened by gymnastic
exercise, so beyond doubt in this wrestling-place of letters, as it were,
energy of mind becomes far stronger and more vigorous.’

The Humanist View of History



Science and Philosophy:
The Arabs’ Contribution

Schools at this
time were only

for boys.



Artists and Realism

‘ “Art” is embedded in nature; he who can extract it, has
it… Moreover, you may demonstrate much of your work
by geometry. The more closely your work abides by life
in its form, so much the better will it appear…No man
shall ever be able to make a beautiful figure    out of his
own imagination unless he has well stored his mind by
much copying from life.’
– Albrecht Durer (1471-1528)

This sketch by Durer (Praying Hands) gives us a sense
of Italian culture in the sixteenth century, when people
were deeply religious, but also had a sense of confidence
in man’s ability to achieve near-perfection and to unravel
the mysteries of the world and the universe.



This self-portrait is by Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) who had an
amazing range of interests from botany and anatomy to
mathematics and art. He painted the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper.

One of his dreams was to be able to fly. He spent years observing
birds in flight, and designed a flying machine.

He signed his name ‘Leonardo da Vinci, disciple of experiment’.

Architecture



The First Printed Books

A New Concept of Human Beings

Leon Batista Alberti (1404-
72) wrote on art theory and
architecture. ‘Him I call an
Architect who is able to
devise and to compleat all
those Works which, by the
movement of great Weights,
and by the conjunction and
amassment of Bodies can,
with the greatest Beauty,
be adapted to the uses
of Mankind.’



Niccolo Machiavelli wrote about human nature in the fifteenth
chapter of his book, The Prince (1513).

‘So, leaving aside imaginary things, and referring only to those
which truly exist, I say that whenever men are discussed (and
especially princes, who are more exposed to view), they are noted
for various qualities which earn them either praise or condemnation.
Some, for example, are held to be generous, and others miserly.
Some are held to be benefactors, others are called grasping; some
cruel, some compassionate; one man faithless, another faithful; one
man effeminate and cowardly, another fierce and courageous; one
man courteous, another proud; one man lascivious, another pure;
one guileless, another crafty; one stubborn, another flexible; one
grave, another frivolous; one religious, another sceptical; and so
forth.’

Machiavelli believed that ‘all men are bad and ever ready to
display their vicious nature partly because of the fact that human
desires are insatiable’. The most powerful motive Machiavelli saw
as the incentive for every human action is self-interest.

The Aspirations of Women



Balthasar Castiglione, author and diplomat, wrote in his book
The Courtier (1528):

‘I hold that a woman should in no way resemble a man as regards
her ways, manners, words, gestures and bearing. Thus just as it is
very fitting that a man should display a certain robust and sturdy
manliness, so it is well for a woman to have a certain soft and
delicate tenderness, with an air of feminine sweetness in her every
movement, which, in her going and staying and whatsoever she
does, always makes her appear a woman, without any resemblance
to a man. If this precept be added to the rules that these gentlemen
have taught the courtier, then I think that she ought to be able to
make use of many of them, and adorn herself with the finest
accomplishments... For I consider that many virtues of the mind
are as necessary to a woman as to a man; as it is to be of good
family; to shun affectation: to be naturally graceful; to be well
mannered, clever and prudent; to be neither proud, envious or evil-
tongued, nor vain... to perform well and gracefully the sports suitable
for women.’



Debates within Christianity



William Tyndale (1494-1536), an English Lutheran who translated
the Bible into English in 1506, defended Protestantism thus:

‘In this they be all agreed, to drive you from the knowledge of the
scripture, and that ye shall not have the text thereof in the mother-
tongue, and to keep the world still in darkness, to the intent they
might sit in the consciences of the people, through vain superstition
and false doctrine, to satisfy their proud ambition, and insatiable
covetousness, and to exalt their own honour above king and
emperor, yea, and above God himself... Which thing only moved
me to translate the New Testament. Because I had perceived by
experience, how that it was impossible to establish the lay-people
in any truth, except the scripture were plainly laid before their eyes
in their mother-tongue, that they might see the process, order, and
meaning of the text. ‘

The New Testament
is the section of the
Bible dealing with

the life and
teachings of Christ

and his early
followers.



The Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries
1516 Thomas More’s Utopia published

1517 Martin Luther writes the Ninety-Five Theses

1522 Luther translates the Bible into German

1525 Peasant uprising in Germany

1543 Andreas Vesalius writes On Anatomy

1559 Anglican Church estabished in England, with the king/queen as
its head

1569 Gerhardus Mercator prepares cylindrical map of the earth

1582 Gregorian calendar introduced by Pope Gregory XIII

1628 William Harvey links the heart with blood circulation

1673 Academy of Sciences set up in Paris

1687 Isaac Newton’s Principia Mathematica published

The Copernican Revolution

Celestial means
divine or heavenly,

while terrestrial
implies having a
worldly quality.



Reading the Universe

Was there a European ‘Renaissance’ in the
Fourteenth Century?



Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. Which elements of Greek and Roman culture were revived in
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries?

2. Compare details of Italian architecture of this period with
Islamic architecture.

3. Why were Italian towns the first to experience the ideas of
humanism?

4. Compare the Venetian idea of good government with those in
contemporary France.

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. What were the features of humanist thought?
6. Write a careful account of how the world appeared different to

seventeenth-century Europeans.



CONFRONTATION OF
CULTURES

THEME

8



Communities of the Caribbean and Brazil

Animists believe
that even objects

regarded by
modern science as
‘inanimate’ may

have life or a soul.



The State Systems of Central and South America

The Aztecs



The Mayas

Reclamation is the
conversion of

wasteland into land
suitable for

habitation or
cultivation.



The Incas of Peru



Most visitors today wonder at the arts and skills of the Incas. However,
there are some like the Chilean poet Neruda, who thought of the hours
of hard work that thousands of people must have been forced to put
in. And all that to achieve such high levels of agricultural output,
such remarkable architecture, and such exquisite crafts, in this difficult
environment.

‘Look at me from the depths of the earth,
tiller of fields, weaver, reticent shepherd,
…
mason high on your treacherous scaffolding,
iceman of Andean tears,
jeweler with crushed fingers,
farmer anxious among his seedlings,
potter wasted among his clays –
bring to the cup of this new life
your ancient buried sorrows.
Show me your blood and your furrow;
say to me: here I was scourged
because a gem was dull or because the earth
failed to give up in time its tithe of corn or stone.’

– Pablo Neruda (1904-73), The Heights of Machu Picchu, 1943.

Voyages of Exploration by Europeans



Cosmography was
understood as the

science of mapping
the universe. It
described both

heaven and Earth,
but was seen as

distinct from
geography and

astronomy.



The Atlantic Crossing

Reconquista was
the military

reconquest of the
Iberian Peninsula
by Christian kings
from the Arabs in

1492.

Nao means a heavy
ship in Spanish. It

is derived from
Arabic, and this is
explained by the

fact of Arab
occupation of the
region till 1492.



‘Vice-roy’ means in
place of the king
(in this case the
King of Spain).



Voyages by Europeans
1492 Columbus claims Bahama Islands and Cuba for Spain

1494 The ‘undiscovered world’ divided between Portugal and
Spain

1497 John Cabot, Englishman, explores North American coast

1498 Vasco da Gama reaches Calicut/Kozhikode

1499 Amerigo Vespucci sights South American coast

1500 Cabral claims Brazil for Portugal

1513 Balboa crosses Panama Isthmus, sights Pacific Ocean

1521 Cortes defeats Aztecs

1522 Magellan circumnavigates the globe

1532 Pizarro conquers Inca kingdom

1571 Spanish conquer the Philippines

1600 British East India Company formed

1602 Dutch East India Company formed

Spain Establishes an Empire in America



Cortes and the Aztecs

Dona Marina
Bernard Diaz del Castillo(1495-1584) wrote in his True History of the
Conquest of Mexico that the people of Tabasco gave Cortes a woman
attendant called Dona Marina. She was fluent in three local
languages, and was able to play a crucial role as interpreter for
Cortes. ‘This was the great beginning of our conquests,and without
Dona Marina we could not have understood the language of New
Spain and Mexico.’

Diaz thought she was a princess, but the Mexicans called her
‘Malinche’, a word meaning ‘betrayal’. Malinchista means someone
who slavishly copies the costumes and language of another people.

Bernard Diaz
wrote:

‘And when we saw
all those cities and

villages built in
the water, and

other towns on dry
land, and that

straight and level
causeway leading

to Mexico City,
we were

astounded. These
great towns and
buildings rising

from the water all
made of stone,
seemed like an

enchanted vision
from the tale of
Amadis. Indeed,

some of our
soldiers asked

whether it was not
a dream.’





Pizarro and the Incas

Cabral and Brazil



Conquest, Colonies and the Slave-Trade

‘There is no greater
curse on a home or
family than to be
unjustly supported

by the sweat of
others!’

‘Any man who
deprives others of

their freedom, and
being able to
restore that

freedom, does not
do so, is

condemned!’

– Antonio Vieira, Jesuit
priest in Brazil, 1640s



The capitalist
system of

production is one
in which the means
of production and

distribution are
owned by

individuals or
corporates and

where competitors
participate in a free

market.



The silver mines in Peru began to function in the 1550s, and the
monk Dominigo de Santo Tomas reported to the Council of the Indies
that the Potosi was a mouth of hell which swallowed Indians by
the thousands every year and that greedy mine owners treated them
like stray animals.



Epilogue

Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. Compare the civilisation of the Aztecs with that of the
Mesopotamians.

2. What were the new developments helping European navigation
in the fifteenth century?

3. Give reasons for Spain and Portugal being the first in the fifteenth
century to venture across the Atlantic.

4. What new food items were transmitted from South America to the
rest of the world?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. Write an account of the journey of an African boy of seventeen
captured and taken to Brazil as a slave.

6. How did the ‘discovery’ of South America lead to the development
of European colonialism?



iv
The Industrial Revolution

Displacing Indigenous Peoples

  Paths to Modernisation

      TOWARDS Modernisation



TOWARDS Modernisation

I







Timeline  iv

(C. 1700 TO 2000)



DATES

1720-30

1730-40

1740-1750

1750-1760

1760-1770

1770-1780

1780-90

1790-1800

1800-1810

1810-1820

1820-30

1830-40

1840-50

1850-60

AFRICA

King Agaja of Dahomey (1724-34), West
Africa, stops slave trade*; it is
reintroduced in the 1740s

The first outbreak of smallpox (1755) brought
by sailors, in Cape Town, South Africa

Peak of international slave trade, all the
colonial powers are involved in it. Several
hundred thousand Black Africans are taken
across the Atlantic every year. As many as
two-thirds die on board ship itself

Mohammed Ali rules Egypt, 1805-48;
Egypt breaks away from Ottoman empire

Liberia founded (1822) in West Africa as
home for freed slaves

Abd-al-Kadir leads Arab resistance (1832-
47) against French presence in Algeria

EUROPE

Carolus Linnaeus invents a taxonomic
system* to classify plants and animals
(1735)

Emelian Pugachev heads a peasant uprising
(1773 – 75) that sweeps across Russia

The beginning of the French Revolution* (1789)

Louis Braille develops a system of finger
reading* (1823); passenger trains
introduced in England (1825)

Liberal and socialist movements in several
European countries (1848)



DATES

1860-70

1870-80

1880-90

1890-1900

1900-1910

1910-1920

1920-30

1930-40

1940-50

1950-60

1960-70

1970-80

1980-90

1990-2000

AFRICA

Suez Canal*, one of the most
important trade routes in
the world, opens (1869)

Beginning of the European “Scramble for Africa”

Mahatma Gandhi* advocates satyagraha to
resist racist laws (1906)

South Africa introduces laws to reserve
87 per cent of land for whites (1913)

First trans-African railway from Angola to
Mozambique completed (1931)

Afrikaner National Party wins power in
South Africa (1948). The policy of
Apartheid is put in place

Ghana is the first country in sub-Saharan
Africa to become independent (1957)

Organisation of African Unity founded (1963)

Nelson Mandela* freed in South Africa (1990);
process of dismantling apartheid begins

EUROPE

Russian serfs are freed (1861)

Germany and Italy emerge as unified
nation-states

The making of the first film (1895); the
modern Olympics are held for the first time
in Athens (1896)

World War I (1914-1918); the Russian
Revolution of 1917

Turkey becomes a republic under
Mustapha Kemal (1923)

Hitler captures power in Germany (1933)
World War II (1939-45)

Britain recognises Irish independence
(1949)

Discovery of DNA; Russia launches the
spacecraft Sputnik (1957)

Protest movements in Europe (1968)

Mikhail Gorbachev, leader of the USSR (1985)
Beginning of the world wide web (1989)

Scientists clone the sheep Dolly (1997)
raising new debates about the limits of
genetic engineering



DATES

1720-30

1730-40

1740-1750

1750-1760

1760-1770

1770-1780

1780-90

1790-1800

1800-1810

1810-1820

1820-30

1830-40

1840-50

1850-60

1860-70

1870-80

1880-90

1890-1900

ASIA

Gujin tushu j icheng* ,  the largest
encyclopaedia ever printed, commissioned
by Kangxi, the Manchu ruler of China

Aoki Konyo, a Japanese scholar compiles
a  Dutch/Japanese dictionary (1758)

The British export of opium* from India to
China expands dramatically

Javanese revolt against Dutch (1825-30)

Ottoman sultan Abdul Majid starts a
programme of modernisation (1839)

King Rama IV rules Thailand; opens the
country to foreign trade (1853)

French begin to occupy Indo-China
(Southeast Asia) (1862)

Opening of the first Japanese railway,
Tokyo to Yokohama (1872)

Britain annexes Burma  (Myanmar) (1885-86)

SOUTH ASIA

The Marathas extend control over northern India

Robert Clive defeats Siraj ud daula, Nawab
of Bengal, at Battle of Plassey 1757

Ranjit Singh* founds Sikh kingdom in
Punjab (1799)

Practice of sati made illegal (1829)

Railway and telegraph line introduced
(1853), the Great Revolt* (1857)

Famine in the Deccan, southern India
(1876-78); over five million die

Foundation of Indian National Congress*  (1885)



DATES

1900-1910

1910-1920

1920-30

1930-40

1940-50

1950-60

1960-70

1970-80

1980-90

1990-2000

ASIA

Japanese navy defeats Russian fleet (1905)

Balfour Declaration promises homeland
for Jews in Palestine (1917)

Opening of British oil pipeline from  Iraq to
Syria (1934)

United States of America drops atomic bombs
on Japanese cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki* (1945) killing approximately
120,000 civilians. Many more were to die later
on through the effects of radiation; formation
of People’s Republic of China (1949)

Bandung Conference (1955) strengthens
the Non-Aligned Movement

Arab leaders set up Palestine Liberation
Organisation to unite Palestinian refugees
(1964); war in Vietnam (1965-73)

The Shah of Iran is overthrown (1979)

Mass demonstrations for democracy in
Tiananmen Square, Beijing, China (1989)

The Gulf War between Iraq, Kuwait and
the United States of America

SOUTH ASIA

Non-Cooperation movement (1921)
launched by Mahatma Gandhi; E V
Ramaswamy Naicker launches the Self-
Respect movement in Tamil Nadu (1925)

Alam Ara by Ardeshir Irani (1931)is the first
Indian talkie

Quit India Movement (1942); India and
Pakistan become independent (1947)

India becomes a republic* (1950)

Sirimavo Bandarnaike* becomes the
world’s first woman prime minister (1960)

Bangladesh emerges as an
independent nation (1971)

A leak at the Union Carbide pesticides plant
in Bhopal (1984) leads to one of the worst
industrial disasters in history, thousands die

India and Pakistan conduct nuclear tests
(1998)



DATES

1720-30

1730-40

1740-1750

1750-1760

1760-1770

1770-1780

1780-90

1790-1800

1800-1810

1810-1820

1820-30

1830-40

1840-50

1850-60

AMERICAS

The Portuguese introduce coffee in Brazil
(1727)

The Stono Slave Rebellion led by a literate
slave Jemmy (1739)

Juan Santos also called Atahualpa II, leads
Native Americans of Peru in unsuccessful
revolt (1742)

Chief Pontiac of the Ottawa tribe leads
protest against the British (1763)

US Declaration of Independence (1776)

US Constitution drawn up; dollars are first
used as American currency (1787)

Simon Bol ivar* leads Venezuela to
independence (1821)

Trail of Tears; in the USA, thousands of
eastern Native Americans are forced to
move west, many dying on the way (1838)

Meeting in Seneca Falls, New York, calls
for equal rights for American women (1848)

AUSTRALIA/PACIFIC ISLANDS

Dutch navigator Roggeveen reaches Samoa
Islands and Easter Island in the Pacific (1722)

First of British Captain James Cook’s three
voyages to Pacific* (1768-71)

First British convicts shipped to Botany
Bay, Australia (1788)

Matthew Flinders circumnavigates, then names,
Australia; it means “southern” (1801-03)

Charles Darwin sets out on voyage to Pacific,
Galapagos Islands (1831), leading to the
development of the theory of evolution

British and Maoris in New Zealand sign Treaty
of Waitangi (1840). This was followed by a
series of Maori uprisings (1844-88)

Beginning of  the first regular steamship
service between Australia and England (1856)



DATES

1860-70

1870-80

1880-90

1890-1900

1900-1910

1910-1920

1920-30

1930-40

1940-50

1950-60

1960-70

1970-80

1980-90

1990-2000

AMERICAS

Civil War in USA (1861-65); Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution outlaws slavery

Invention of telephone, record-player, electric bulb

Invention of Coca-cola* (1886)

Wright brothers invent the aeroplane (1903)

Henry Ford begins assembly line production
of cars (1913); Panama Canal linking the
Atlantic and Pacific opened (1914)

US Wall Street Stock Exchange crashes
(1929); Great Depression follows;
by 1932, 12 million are out of work

The US enters World War II

Fidel Castro comes to power after the
Cuban Revolution (1958)

Civil Rights movement in the USA (1963)*,
US Civil Rights Act (1964) bans racial
discrimination. Civil Rights leader Martin
Luther King is assassinated (1968); US
astronauts land on the moon (1969)

US Congress passes Equal Opportunity Act
in response to women’s movement (1972)

AUSTRALIA/PACIFIC ISLANDS

Transportation of prisoners to Australia
from Britain ends (1868)

Votes for women in New Zealand (1893)

Influenza epidemic kills one fifth of
population of Western Samoa (1918)

Uprising of Mau people of Samoa against
New Zealand government (1929)

Tonga and Fiji gain independence from
Britain (1970). Papua New Guinea gains
independence from Australia (1975)

New Zealand declared a nuclear -free zone
(1984); Treaty of Rarotonga sets up South
Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone (1986)
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Why Britain?

Towns, Trade and Finance

‘The man of wealth
and pride

Takes up a space that
many poor supplied;

Space for his lake, his
park’s extended bounds,

Space for his horses,
equipage, and hounds;

The robe that wraps his
limbs in silken sloth

Has robbed the
neighbouring fields of half

their growth.’

– Oliver Goldsmith (1728-74),
The Deserted Village.



Coal and Iron





Cotton Spinning and Weaving  



Steam Power

1. The flying shuttle loom, designed by John Kay (1704-64) in
1733 made it possible to weave broader fabrics in less time and
consequently called for more yarn than could be supplied at the
prevailing pace of spinning.
2. The spinning jenny was a machine made by James Hargreaves
(1720-78) in 1765 on which a single person could spin several
threads of yarn simultaneously. This provided weavers with yarn
at a faster rate than they could weave into fabric.  
3. The water frame, which Richard Arkwright (1732-92) invented
in 1769, produced a much stronger thread than before. This also
made it possible to weave pure cotton fabrics rather than fabrics
that combined linen and cotton yarn.
4. The mule was the nickname for a machine invented in 1779 by
Samuel Crompton (1753-1827) that allowed the spinning of strong
and fine yarn.
5. The cycle of inventions in the cotton textile industry that sought to
maintain a balance between the tasks of spinning and weaving
concluded with the invention of the
powerloom by Edmund Cartwright
(1743-1823) in 1787. This was easy
to work, stopped automatically every
time a thread broke and could be
used to weave any kind of material.
From the 1830s, developments in
this industry concentrated on
increasing the productivity of workers
rather than bringing new machines
into use.



Watt’s inventions were
not limited to the steam
engine. He invented a
chemical process for
copying documents.

He also created a unit of
measurement based on
comparing mechanical
power with that of the

previous universal
power source, the horse.

Watt’s measurement
unit, horsepower,

equated the ability of a
horse to lift 33,000
pounds (14,969 kg)

one foot (0.3 m) in one
minute. Horsepower

remains universally used
as an index of

mechanical energy.



Canals and Railways



Who were the inventors? 

Changed lives



Edward Carpenter eloquently described such cities in about 1881, in
his poem ‘In a Manufacturing Town’ 

‘As I walked restless and despondent through the gloomy city,
And saw the eager unresting to and fro – as of ghosts in some
sulphurous Hades* –
And saw the crowds of tall chimneys going up, and the pall of smoke
covering the sun, covering the earth, lying heavy against the very
ground –
And saw the huge-refuse heaps writhing with children picking them
over,
And the ghastly half-roofless smoke-blackened houses, and the black
river flowing below, –
As I saw these, and as I saw again faraway the Capitalist quarter,
With its villa residences and its high-walled gardens and its
well-appointed carriages, and its face turned away from the wriggling
poverty which made it rich, …
I shuddered.

The Workers



Women, Children and Industrialisation 



In his novel Hard Times, Charles Dickens (1812-70),
perhaps the most severe contemporary critic of the
horrors of industrialisation for the poor, wrote a fictional
account of an industrial town he aptly called Coketown.
 ‘It was a town of red brick, or of brick that would have
been red if the smoke and ashes had allowed it; but as
matters stood it was a town of unnatural red and black
like the painted face of a savage. It was a town of
machinery and tall chimneys, out of which
interminable serpents of smoke trailed themselves for
ever and ever, and never got uncoiled. It had a black
canal in it, and a river that ran purple with ill-smelling
dye, and vast piles of building full of windows where
there was a rattling and a trembling all day long, and
where the piston of the steam-engine worked
monotonously up and down, like the head of an
elephant in a stare of melancholy madness.’



D.H.Lawrence (1885-1930), British essayist and novelist, writing
seventy years after Dickens, described the change in a village in
the coal-belt, change which he had not experienced, but about which
he had heard from older people.

‘Eastwood…must have been a tiny village at the beginning of the
nineteenth century, a small place of cottages and fragmentary rows
of little four-roomed miners’ dwellings, the homes of the old
colliers…But somewhere about 1820 the company must have sunk
the first big shaft…and installed the first machinery of the real
industrial colliery…Most of the little rows of dwellings were pulled
down, and dull little shops began to rise along the Nottingham
Road, while on the down-slope…the company erected what is still
known as the New Buildings…little four-room houses looking
outward into the grim, blank street, and the back looking into the
desert of the square, shut in like a barracks enclosure, very strange’.

Protest Movements





Reforms through Laws

The Debate on the ‘Industrial Revolution’





Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. What was the effect on Britain’s industries of Britain’s involvement
in wars from 1793 to 1815 ?

2. What were the relative advantages of canal and railway
transportation?

3. What were the interesting features of the ‘inventions’ of this
period?

4. Indicate how the supply of raw materials affected the nature of
British industrialisation.

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. How were the lives of different classes of British women affected
by the Industrial Revolution?

6. Compare the effects of the coming of the railways in different
countries in the world.
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European Imperialism

Names given by Europeans to Countries of the ‘New World’

‘AMERICA’ First used after the publication of the travels of
Amerigo Vespucci (1451-1512)

‘CANADA’ from kanata (= ‘village’ in the language of the
Huron-Iroquois, as heard by the explorer Jacques
Cartier in 1535)

‘AUSTRALIA’ Sixteenth-century name for land in the Great
Southern Ocean (austral is Latin for ‘south’)

‘NEW ZEALAND’ Name given by Tasman of Holland, who was the
first to sight these islands in 1642 (zee is Dutch
for ‘sea’)

The Geographical Dictionary (pp 805-22) lists over a hundred place-
names in the Americas and Australia which begin with ‘New’.



NORTH AMERICA

The Native Peoples

‘At sunset on the day before America [that is, before the Europeans
reached there and gave the continent this name], diversity lay at
every hand. People spoke in more than a hundred tongues. They
lived by every possible combination of hunting, fishing, gathering,
gardening, and farming open to them. The quality of soils and the
effort required to open and tend them determined some of their
choices of how to live. Cultural and social biases determined others.
Surpluses of fish or grain or garden plants or meats helped create
powerful, tiered societies here but not there. Some cultures had
endured for millennia…’ – William Macleish, The Day before America.

‘Native’ means a
person born in the

place he/she lives in.
Till the early

twentieth century,
the term was used by

Europeans to
describe the

inhabitants of
countries they had

colonised.



Encounters with Europeans

Names of native
tribes are often
given to things

unconnected with
them: Dakota (an

aeroplane),
Cherokee (a jeep),

Pontiac (a car),
Mohawk (a haircut)!

Different terms are used in English for the native peoples of
the ‘New World’
aborigine – native people of Australia (in Latin, ab
= from, origine = the beginning)
Aboriginal – adjective, often misused as a noun
American Indian/Amerind/Amerindian – native
peoples of North and South America and the
Caribbean
First Nations peoples – the organised native
groups recognised by the Canadian
government (the Indians Act of 1876 used the
term ‘bands’ but from the 1980s the word
‘nations’ is used)
indigenous people – people belonging naturally
to a place
native American – the indigenous people of the
Americas (this is the term now commonly used)
‘Red Indian’ – the brown-complexioned people
whose land Columbus mistook for India



It was indicated on the stone tablets that the Hopis* had that the
first brothers and sisters that would come back to them would come
as turtles across the land. They would be human beings, but they
would come as turtles. So when the time came close the Hopis were
at a special village to welcome the turtles that would come across
the land and they got up in the morning and looked out at the
sunrise. They looked out across the desert and they saw the Spanish
Conquistadores coming, covered in armour, like turtles across the
land. So this was them. So they went out to the Spanish man and
they extended their hand hoping for the handshake but into the
hand the Spanish man dropped a trinket. And so word spread
throughout North America that there was going to be a hard time,
that maybe some of the brothers and sisters had forgotten the
sacredness of all things and all the human beings were going to
suffer for this on the earth.

– From a talk by Lee Brown, 1986

Quebec American colonies
1497 John Cabot reaches 1507 Amerigo de Vespucci’s Travels
Newfoundland published

1534 Jacques Cartier travels
down the St Lawrence river
and meets native peoples

1608 French found the colony 1607 British found the colony of
of Quebec Virginia

1620 British found Plymouth
(in Massachusetts)



Mutual Perceptions

It is interesting to note that another writer, Washington Irving, much
younger than Wordsworth and who had actually met native people,
described them quite differently.

‘The Indians I have had an opportunity of seeing in real life are
quite different from those described in poetry… Taciturn they are, it
is true, when in company with white men, whose goodwill they
distrust and whose language they do not understand; but the white
man is equally taciturn under like circumstances. When the Indians
are among themselves, they are great mimics, and entertain
themselves excessively at the expense of the whites… who have
supposed them impressed with profound respect for their grandeur
and dignity… The white men (as I have witnessed) are prone to
treat the poor Indians as little better than animals’.

Thomas Jefferson,
third President of
the USA, and a

contemporary of
Wordsworth, spoke

of the natives in
words that would
lead to a public

outcry today:

‘This unfortunate
race which we

have been taking
so much pains to
civilise…  have

justified
extermination’.



Canada USA
1701 French treaty with
natives of Quebec
1763 Quebec conquered 1781 Britain recognises USA as
by the British an independent country
1774 Quebec Act 1783 British give Mid-West to
1791 Canada Constitutional Act the USA



Canada USA
1803 Louisiana purchased from
France

1825-58 Natives in USA moved to
reserves

1837 French Canadian rebellion 1832 Justice Marshall’s judgement

1840 Canadian Union of Upper 1849 American Gold Rush
and Lower Canada

1859 Canada Gold Rush 1861-65 American Civil War

1867 Confederation of Canada 1865-90 American Indian Wars

1869-85 Red River Rebellion by 1870 Transcontinental railway
the Metis in Canada

1876 Canada Indians Act 1890 Bison almost exterminated in
America

1885 Transcontinental railway 1892 ‘End’ of American
links east and west coasts frontier



The Native Peoples Lose their Land





In 1854, the President of the USA received a letter from a
native leader, Chief Seattle. The president had asked the
chief to sign a treaty giving a large part of the land they
lived on to the American government. The Chief replied:

‘How can you buy or sell the sky, the warmth of the land?
The idea is strange to us. If you do not own the freshness of
the air and the sparkle of the water, how can one buy them?
Every part of the earth is sacred to my people. Every shining
pine-needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the dark
woods, every clearing and every humming insect is holy
in the memory and experience of my people. The sap which
courses through the trees carries the memories of the red
man…

So, when the Great Chief in Washington sends word that
he wishes to buy our land, he asks much of us. The Great
Chief sends word that he will reserve us a place so that we
can live comfortably. He will be our father and we will be
his children. So we will consider your offer to buy our land.
But it will not be easy. For this land is sacred to us. The
shining water that moves in the streams and rivers is not
just water but the blood of our ancestors. If we sell you land,
you must remember that it is sacred and you must teach
your children that it is sacred and that each ghostly
reflection in the clear water of the lakes tells of events and
memories in the life of my people. The water’s murmur is
the voice of my father’s father…’

The Gold Rush, and the Growth of
Industries

Anthropology

It is significant that it
was at this time (from

the 1840s) that the
subject of ‘anthropology’

(which had been
developed in France)

was introduced in North
America, out of a

curiosity to study the
differences between
native ‘primitive’

communities and the
‘civilised’ communities

of Europe. Some
anthropologists argued
that just as there were

no ‘primitive’ people to
be found in Europe, the
American natives too

would ‘die out’.





Constitutional Rights

The winds of change…

Karl Marx
(1818-83),

the great German
philosopher,

described
the American

frontier as
‘the last positive

capitalist
utopia…the limitless
nature and space to
which the limitless

thirst for profit
adapts itself’.

– ‘Bastiat and Carey’,
Grundrisse



Indians under British rule Taxed arbitrarily; seen as not equal
(rationalisation – not ready for
responsibility of representative
government)

Natives in America and Not seen as citizens; not equal
Australia (rationalisation ‘primitive’ as in no

settled agriculture, provision for the
future, towns)

African slaves in America Denied personal liberty; not equal
(rationalisation – ‘Slavery is part of
their own social system’, black
people are inferior)

AUSTRALIA

The Europeans Reach Australia

1606 Dutch travellers sight Australia

1642 Tasman lands on the island later named Tasmania

1770 James Cook reaches Botany Bay, named New South Wales

1788 British penal colony formed. Sydney founded



A Description of the Sydney Area in 1790

‘Aboriginal production had been dramatically disturbed by the British
presence. The arrival of a thousand hungry mouths, followed by hundreds
more, put unprecedented pressure on local food resources.
So what would the Daruk people have thought of all this? To them such large-

scale destruction of sacred places and strange, violent behaviour towards their
land was inexplicable. The newcomers seemed to knock down trees without
any reason, for they were not making canoes, gathering bush honey or catching
animals. Stones were moved and stacked together, clay dug up, shaped and
cooked, holes were made in the ground, large unwieldy structures built. At first
they may have equated the clearing with the creation of a sacred ceremonial
ground…Perhaps they thought a huge ritual gathering was to be held, dangerous
business from which they should steer well clear. There is no doubt the Daruks
subsequently avoided the settlement, for the only way to bring them back was
by an official kidnapping.’

– (P. Grimshaw, M. Lake, A. McGrath, M. Quartly, Creating a Nation)



The development of Australia

1850 Self-government granted to Australian colonies

1851 Chinese coolie immigration. Stopped by law in 1855

1851-1961 Gold rushes

1901 Formation of Federation of Australia, with six states

1911 Canberra established as capital

1948-75 Two million Europeans migrate to Australia



The Winds of Change…

‘Kathy my sister with the torn heart,
I don’t know how to thank you
For your dreamtime stories of joy and grief
Written on paperbark.
You were one of the dark children
I wasn’t allowed to play with–
Riverbank campers, the wrong colour
(I couldn’t turn you white.)
So it was late I met you,
Late I began to know
They hadn’t told me the land I loved
Was taken out of your hands.’

  – ‘Two Dreamtimes’, written for Oodgeroo Noonuccal

JUDITH WRIGHT
(1915-2000),

an Australian writer, was a
champion of the rights of
the Australian aborigines.
She wrote many moving

poems about the loss
created by keeping the
white people and the

natives apart.



1974 ‘White Australia’ policy ends, Asian immigrants allowed
entry

1992 The Australian High Court (in the Mabo case) declares that
terra nullius was legally invalid, and recognised native claims
to land from before 1770

1995 The National Enquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Children from their Families

1999 (26th May) ‘A National Sorry Day’ as apology for the children
‘lost’ from the 1820s to the 1970s

Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. Comment on any points of difference between the native peoples
of South and North America.

2. Other than the use of English, what other features of English
economic and social life do you notice in nineteenth-century USA?

3. What did the ‘frontier’ mean to the Americans?
4. Why was the history of the Australian native peoples left out of

history books?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. How satisfactory is a museum gallery display in explaining the
culture of a people? Give examples from your own experience of a
museum.

6. Imagine an encounter in California in about 1880 between four
people: a former African slave, a Chinese labourer, a German
who had come out in the Gold Rush, and a native of the Hopi
tribe, and narrate their conversation.
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Introduction



JAPAN

The Political System



Tale of the Genji

A fictionalised diary of the Heian court written by Murasaki Shikibu,
the Tale of the Genji became the central work of fiction in Japanese
literature. That period saw the emergence of many women writers,
like Murasaki, who wrote in the Japanese script, while men wrote
in the Chinese script, used for education and government. The novel
depicts the romantic life of Prince Genji and is a striking picture of
the aristocratic atmosphere of the Heian court. It shows the
independence that women had in choosing their husbands and
living their lives.

The Meiji Restoration

Nishijin is a quarter
in Kyoto. In the

sixteenth century, it
had a weavers’ guild

of 31 households
and by the end of
the seventeenth

century the
community

numbered over
70,000 people.

Sericulture spread
and was encouraged
by an order in 1713
that only domestic

yarn was to be used.
Nishijin specialised

only in the most
expensive products.

Silk production
helped the growth

of a class of regional
entrepreneurs who

challenged the
Tokugawa order,

and when foreign
trade started in 1859
Japan’s silk exports

became a major
source of profit for

the economy
struggling to
compete with

Western goods.



What the Japanese
called ‘black ships’

(tar was used to seal
the joints of the

wood) are depicted
in paintings and
cartoons showing

the strange
foreigners and their
habits. This became
a powerful symbol of

Japan’s ‘opening’.
(Today, scholars

would argue that
Japan had not been
‘closed’, took part in
the east Asian trade
and had access to
knowledge of the
wider world both

through the Dutch
and the Chinese.)



The Japanese had borrowed their written script from the Chinese in
the sixth century. However, since their language is very different
from Chinese they developed two phonetic alphabets – hiragana
and katakana. Hiragana is considered feminine because it was used
by many women writers in the Heian period (such as Murasaki). It
is written using a mixture of Chinese characters and phonetics so
that the main part of the word is written with a character – for
instance, in ‘going’, ‘go’ would be written with a character and the
‘ing’ in phonetics.

The existence of a phonetic syllabary meant that knowledge spread
from the elites to the wider society relatively quickly. In the 1880s it
was suggested that Japanese develop a completely phonetic script,
or adopt a European language. Neither was done.



Modernising the Economy

Industrial Workers



Aggressive Nationalism

Tanaka Shozo
(1841-1913),

the self-taught son
of a farmer, he rose
to become a major
political figure. He
participated in the

Popular Rights
Movement in the

1880s, a movement
demanding

constitutional
government. He was
elected member to
the first Diet. He

believed that
ordinary people

should not be
sacrificed for

industrial progress.
The Ashio Mine was

polluting the
Watarase river

ruining 100 square
miles of farmland

and affecting a
thousand families.

The agitation forced
the company to take

pollution-control
measures so that by
1904 harvests were

normal.



‘Westernisation’ and ‘Tradition’

Fukuzawa Yukichi (1835-1901)
Born in an impoverished samurai family, he studied in Nagasaki
and Osaka learning Dutch and Western sciences and, later,
English. In 1860, he went as a translator for the first Japanese
embassy to the USA. This provided material for a book on the
West, written not in the classical but in the spoken style that
became extremely popular. He established a school that is today
the Keio University. He was one of the core members of the
Meirokusha, a society to promote Western learning.

In The Encouragement to Learning (Gakumon no susume,1872-76)
he was very critical of Japanese knowledge: ‘All that Japan has
to be proud of is its scenery’. He advocated not just modern
factories and institutions but the cultural essence of the West –
the spirit of civilisation. With this spirit it would be possible to
build a new citizen. His principle was: ‘Heaven did not create
men above men, nor set men below men.’



Daily Life

CAR-CLUB
Moga: An abbreviation for ‘modern
girl’. It represented the coming
together in the twentieth century of
ideas of gender equality, a
cosmopolitan culture and a
developed economy. The new
middle-class families enjoyed new
forms of travel and entertainment.
Transport in cities improved with
electric trams, public parks were
opened from 1878, and department
stores began to be built. In Tokyo,
the Ginza became a fashionable
area for Ginbura, a word combining
‘Ginza’ and ‘burbura’ (walking
aimlessly). The first radio stations
opened in 1925. Matsui Sumako, an actress, became a national star
with her portrayal of Nora in the Norwegian writer Ibsen’s A Doll’s
House. Movies began to be made in 1899 and soon there were a
dozen companies making hundreds of films. The period was one of
great vitality and the questioning of traditional norms of social
and political behaviour.



‘Overcoming Modernity’

After Defeat: Re-emerging as a Global
Economic Power



CHINA



THE OPIUM TRADE
The demand for Chinese goods such as tea, silk and porcelain created a
serious balance-of-trade problem. Western goods did not find a market

in China, so payment had to be in silver. The East India Company
found a new option – opium, which grew in India. They sold the opium

in China and gave the silver that they earned to company agents in
Canton in return for letters of credit. The Company used the silver to
buy tea, silk and porcelain to sell in Britain. This was the ‘triangular

trade’ between Britain, India and China.



The Examination System
Entry to the elite ruling class (about 1.1 million till 1850) had been largely through
an examination. This required writing an eight-legged essay [pa-ku wen] in classical
Chinese in a prescribed form. The examination was held twice every three years, at
different levels and of those allowed to sit only 1-2 per cent passed the first level,
usually by the age of 24, to become what was called ‘beautiful talent’. At any given
time before 1850 there were about 526,869 civil and 212,330 military provincial (sheng-
yuan) degree holders in the whole country. Since there were only 27,000 official positions,
many lower-level degree holders did not have jobs. The examination acted as a barrier
to the development of science and technology as it demanded only literary skills. In
1905, it was abolished as it was based on skills in classical Chinese learning that had,
it was felt, no relevance for the modern world.

Establishing the Republic





Shanghai in 1935: Buck Clayton, a black American trumpet
player, in Shanghai with his jazz orchestra lived the life of the
privileged expatriates. But he was black and once some white
Americans assaulted him and his orchestra members and threw
them out from the hotel they played in. Thus, though American,
he had greater sympathy for the plight of the Chinese being
himself a victim of racial discrimination.
Of their fight with white
Americans where they emerged
victorious he writes, ‘The
Chinese onlookers treated us
like we had done something
they always wanted to do and
followed us all the way home
cheering us like a winning
football team.’
On the poverty and hard life of
the Chinese, Clayton writes, ‘I
would see sometimes twenty or
thirty coolies pulling a big heavy
cart that in America would be
pulled by a truck or horses.
These people seemed to be nothing but human horses and
all they would get at the end of the day was just enough to
get a couple of bowls of rice and a place to sleep.
I don’t know how they did it.’



T I M E L I N E

J A P A N C H I N A

1603 Tokugawa Ieyasu establishes 1644-1911 Qing dynasty
the Edo shogunate

1630 Japan closes country to Western 1839-60 Two Opium Wars
Powers except for restricted trade
with the Dutch

1854 Japan and the USA
conclude the Treaty of Peace,
ending Japan’s seclusion

1868 Restoration of Meiji

1872 Compulsory education system
First railway line between
Tokyo and Yokohama

1889 Meiji Constitution enacted

1894-95 War  between  Japan  and  China

1904-05 War between Japan and Russia

1910 Korea annexed, colony till 1945 1912 Sun Yat-sen founds
Guomingdang

1914-18 First World War 1919 May Fourth Movement

1925 Universal male suffrage 1921 CCP founded

1931 Japan’s invasion of China 1926-49 Civil Wars in China

1941-45 The Pacific War 1934 Long March

1945 Atomic bombs dropped on 1945
Hiroshima and Nagasaki

1946-52 US-led Occupation of Japan 1949 People’s Republic of China
Reforms to democratise and Chiang Kai-shek founds
demilitarise Japan Republic of China in Taiwan

1956 Japan becomes a member of the 1962 China attacks India
United Nations over border dispute

1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo, 1966 Cultural Revolution
the first time in Asia

1976 Death of Mao Zedong
and Zhou Enlai

1997 Hong Kong returned
to China by Britain



The Rise of the Communist Party of China

In a survey in 1930 in Xunwu, Mao Zedong looked at everyday
commodities such as salt and soya beans, at the relative strengths of
local organisations, at petty traders and craftsmen, ironsmiths and
prostitutes, and the strength of religious organisations to examine
the different levels of exploitation. He gathered statistics of the
number of peasants who had sold their children and found out what
price they received – boys were sold for 100-200 yuan but there were
no instances of the sale of girls because the need was for hard labour
not sexual exploitation. It was on the basis of these studies that he
advocated ways of solving social problems.



Establishing the New Democracy: 1949-65



Conflicting Visions: 1965-78

Reforms from 1978



The Story of Taiwan



Two Roads to Modernisation



Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEF

1. What were the major developments before the Meiji restoration
that made it possible for Japan to modernise rapidly?

2. Discuss how daily life was transformed as Japan developed.
3. How did the Qing dynasty try and meet the challenge posed by

the Western powers?
4. What were Sun Yat-sen’s Three Principles?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. Did Japan’s policy of rapid industrialisation lead to wars with its
neighbours and destruction of the environment?

6. Do you think that Mao Zedong and the Communist Party of China
were successful in liberating China and laying the basis for its
current success?



Conclusion

T








