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How, When and Where

How Important are Dates?
was a time when historians were

e refer o time. we talk of “before” and

Living in the world we do not ahvays
ask historical questions about what we
Sec around us. We take. for gran
a5 if what we sc has slways been In the
world we nhabit. But most of us have ou
moments of wonder, when we are curious. a
questions that actually are historical. Watching — g. 1 -ramans oering he
Someonc Sip & cup of tea at a roadside tea stall you
@ people begin o drink tea o
coffee? Looking out of the window of a irain you may
ask yourself - when were railways built and how did
ple travel long distances before the age of rallvays?

curious (o know how people got (0 hear about (hings
before newspapers began (o be printed

Look carefuly st Fig.1 snd wits s paragraph explaning | e of i "
ception. e

how this mage projects an imperia pr kg e e
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O aeriscments el us

e il n he foreround.

All such historical questions refer us back (© notions
 ime docs ot have 1o be always preciscly
Jarticular year or a moni

re was a time when history was an account of
battles and big events. It was about rulers and their
policies. Historians wrote al 3 e

i eific
determined. and in historics such as these, debatcs
about dates continue to be fmportant

s you have seen in the history textbooks of the past
o years. historians now write sbout  host of other
issues, and other questions. They look at how peaple
carned their livelihaod, what they produced and atc.
How cities developed and markels came up. how
Iingdoms were formed and new ideas spread. and how

Which dates?
By what eriteria do we choose a sl of dates as
important? The dates we select. the dates around which

der an example. In the histories written by
Briish historians in India. the rule of cach Governor-
General was important. These histories began with the

o of e, Vit of i,
Fince e, s o e
i ok of Commnii

2 ourests—m

e of the first Warren Hastings.
and ended with the last Viceroy. Lord Mountbaticn. In
Scparate chapters we read about the decds of others -



Hastings. Wellesley. Bentinck, Dalhousie, Canning.
Lawrence. Lytion. Ripon, Curzon, Harding, Irvin.

s

longer have the significance they earlier hat
set of dates will become more important for s to

In 1817, James Mill a Scottish cconomist and political
philosopher, publishied a massive three-volume work.

periodisation came (o be widely accepted. Can
of any problem with this way of looking at
ory?

in an attempt o capture 1

7
i
H

become mportant. They reflect our ideas abou the past
They show how we see the significance of the change
from one period (o the next.

Mill thought that all Asian societies were al a lower
level of ivlsation than Europe. According to_his telling
of history. before the British came 1o India, Hindu and
Muslm despots ruled the country. Religous intolerance.
caste taboos and superstitious practices dominated

R —
0t Govemer Genert i
nirm

Dlographic dorted them 25
o, and puntings prjected
T o powertl e

Interview your mother
of
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social life. British rule, il felt, could civilse India. To do
this o introduce Europeas

it was necessary

I this e of history. Britsh rule represented all the forces
of progress and civiisation. The period before British rule

i any case, can we refer o any period of history as “Hindu”
o “Muslim™? Did not a variety of faiths exist simultancously

wsually divided Indian history into “ancient. ‘medieval” and
s division o has its problems. It 1x
periodisation that rom the West where (he
dern period was associated with the growth of all the
ccs of modernity san, a
cquality. Medieval was a term sed to deseribe a society
here these features of mod ty did not exis. Can we
uneritieally aceept this characterisation of the modern pe
o des ‘e period of our study? As you wil sce in this

1 not
experience these changes in the same way. That is why the
boak is called Our Pasts in the phral,



How do We Know?
What sources do historlans use in writing about the
last 250 years of Indian history?

Reports to the
Home Department

One important source is the offcal records of the British
administration. The Briish belicved thal the act of

retariats, the laweourts - all had thei record rooms.

I 1946 the colonial

gt fron
dockyards

epartmer
the diferen
Bombay: Arangements
have beei made for

e Ay 10 take over

also established 1o preserve important records.
Letters and memos that moved from one branch

directives that were sent by officials at the ©op 1o
provincial administrators.

In the carly years of the nincteenth centiry these

copled out and beauifully

that is. by those who

5 of these records were printed s
procecdings of cach government departmen.

Fig. 4T Natonal Archives of i came p e 10205
e it b e gt

Roval Navy ships arc
cemining outide the

Harbour,
Rarachi 01 mutineers
are under arvest and
2 Few more &

rongly

Gt of i



custand apple
. 17700
S s

rio.s

become important

The practice of surveying also bec:
the colonial administration, The
be properly

ame common under
British believed that
noven before it could be

qualty. the flora, the fauna, the local historie

and the cropping pattern - all the facts see

nccessary o kn  to administer the region.
c

operatio e prey
tatled records of the number of people m all the.
stes

detai
provinces of Indis. noting tnformation on cas
e many other sur

tons and occupation. There were ms
botanical surveys, zoclogical surveys
Surveys. anthropological surveys. fores

e vay such oo
s gatered and wha this
Infomation revets ot e

From this vast corpus of records we can i
Iot. but we must remember that these are official
records. Il us what the officlals thought. what

o

ot th s mor ol te proet

6 ourpasts -



arss?
mages e obe careul studied or he projet the viewpoint
f e who reste hem. Thi Imag can e o i v
e ks he B e e 1807 b,
10 Dol epeeatations th e appans s ety ik
et You i e Ao the eveln i ChARE 5

they were interested in, and what they wished to

preserve for posterty. These records do not abways hilp.

s understand what other people in the country fell

and what lay behind ther actions.
For that we need to look clsewhere, When we begin
we find them in plenty.

Yet this can be done. 1f we make a ltle bit of effort.
When you read this book you will see how this can
be done.

“Not fit for human
consumption”

Newspapers  provide
accounts of the movemernts
n different parts of th

connury. Here is 4 report
of ' police strike n 1916,

supphed 1o them
o he Police Lines
Kichen

s the news spread
o the orher palice

i, the e thire
o reused to take
Tond o the

= rhe

ot Sources 1 and 2.
D0 you find any.

ronces in the nature
of reporting? Explain
You absorve.

How, WHEN AND witERE 7
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Lets imaghne

Imagine that you arc
a historian wanting
o find out abor

B

Information an this,

Lot recall

1. State whether true or false:

() James Mil divided Indian history into three
riods - Hindu, Muslim, Christian.

b) Official documents help us understand what
the peoplc of the country think.

(e) The British thought surveys were important
for effcctive administration.

Lets Fisenss

2. Whatis the problem with the periodisafion of Indian
history that Jarmes Milloffers?

Why did the Britsh preserve oficial documents?

How will the information historians get from old
newspapers be different from tha found in police
reporis?.

Letsdb

5. Can you think of examples of surveys in your world
today? Think about how toy companics get

information about what young people enjoy playing
with or how the government finds out about the
fumber of young people in school. What can a
historian derive from such surveys?
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From Trade to Territory 355
The Company Establishes Power (=%

Aurangzeb was the last of the powerful Mughal rulr
He established contral over a

ricd 0 various

Pt s 2
er Aurangc ther was o

i i o e st



Fig. 3 Routes o he
putenth o

e - A business
enterprise that makes
profit primarily through
rade, buying

cheap and sclling them
at higher prices

10 our rasTs —m

East India Company
Comes East

century. the Du
of trade 1 the

eenth
uteh too were ¢xploring the possibilties
I 0

arrived on the s

e French traders

The problem was that all the companies were
interested in buying the same things. The ine qualiies
of cotton and silk produced in India had a big market
in Buro . cloves, cardamon and cinnamon 00
were in great demand. Competition amongst the

regularly sank cach other's ships. blockaded routes,
and prevented rival ships from moving with supplics of




goods. Trade was carried on with arms and trading
posts were protected through fortiication.

This efort o fortfy settlements and carry on profiable.
trade also led 1o intense confit with local rulers. The
campany therefore found it difficult to separate trade
from poitcs. Let us see how this happened.

Bast India Company begins trade in Bengal

«

operated. The factory had a warelouse where

o export red. and it had offces where Company
el sat he Cor aded

 also persuaded the Mughal empe

Jghal emperor Aurangzeb i
issuc o farman granting the Company

e right o trade

The Company tried continuously (o press for more.
stons and manipul

0 pay, causing
How could the Nawab of Bengal, Murshid Qul Khan.
not protest?

Farman - A royal edict,
2 royal order

g3 ot g g
o higs o poied

Wi Sopn 157

u
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Did you know?

How trade led to battles
Throtsgh the carly cihtcenth century the conflict beeeen
the Company and the nawabs of Bengal intensificd
After the death of Aurangzeb, the Bengal nawabs asserted

10 pay taxes. wrting disrespectful ltters. and (ying fo
humiliate the nawalb and his offcals.

“The Company on fts part declared that the unjust
demands of the local officials were runing the trade of

trade i had o enlarge its settlements, buy up villages
and rebuild it forts.

The conflicts led fo_confrontations and finally
culminated in the famous Baile of Plassey.
‘The Battle of
When Alivarc Khan died n 1756, Sirajuddaulah became
the nawab of Bengal. The Company was worried about
s power and keen on a puppet ruler who would
willingly e trade concessions and other privieges.

So it iried. though without suceess. 1o help one of
Sirajuddaulaly’s rivals become the n infuriat
Sirajuddalah asked the Company 1o stop meddling 1n
the politcal affairs of stop T

Nawab marched with 30,000 soldicrs to th

gotts name? lassey s an

of Palashi place
Gerived s name from the
palash ree known or its
Beauriful red flowers that

vield guial, the powder
e inthe fesivalofHoli.

12 our rasTS —mn

factory bazar, captured
Iocked the warchouse. disarmed all Englishimen. and
blockaded English ships. Then he marched (o Calcuta
o establish control over the Company's fort there

O hearing the news of the fal of Calcutta, Company
offcials in Madras sent forces under the command

‘Sirajuddaulab at Plassey. One of the main reasons [or



the defeat of the Nawab was that the forces led by Mir Jalar. one of
Sirajuddaulatrs commanders, never fought the battle. Clive had
e to sccure his support by promising to make him navab
after crushing Sirajuddaulah.
“The Battle of Plassey became famous because il was the first
major victory the Company won in India

The promise of riches

mercantile East India
Compran were viewed with distrus and daubt in England.
Alfer the Bate of Plasy, Robert Clive wrote to Wilkam
Pit, onc o the Princpal Sccrctarie of Sae 1o the Englih
monarch, on 7 January 1759 from Calcuta

erritorial ambitions of

ercigoty may possby be an obicet

s . Now 1 leave yo
income yearly of twa million serting i
possesson fthrc provinces . be an bjec deserving
he public aention

FROM TRADE TO TERRITORY 13
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The Nawab
complains

In 1735 the

e Nawab of
Bengal s this bout the

English traders
When they first came
into the country hey
petitioned the then
Sovernment in 4
amble manner for
bty 10 purchase 3

poc of ground o
iy hos

2 revenue which
mounts o s 100 000
they tob.

plunder and carry
Great number of he

After the defeat at Plassey. Sirajuddaulah was
assassinatcd and Mi made the nawab. The
Company was stil unwilling to take over the
responsibility of administration. Its prime objective was
i 1 be done without

3
H
g

vl o gant prvics then (s necd ot be

jon the Company discovered that this was rather
diicull. For even the puppet nawabs were ot al

cotton and silk textiles in India. maintain Company
roaps, and meet the cost of butkling the Company fort
and offices at Calcuta,




were forced 1 give land and vast sums of money
as personal gilts to Company officials. Robert Clive
himeelf amasscd a fortune i Indis. H

Alter the Battle of Plassey the actual nawabs of
ngal e f o

was himself cross-examined In 1772 by the British
Parliament which was suspicious of his vast wealtl
Although he was acquitted. he committed suicide

fot all Company offc cded 1n

in India due to discase and war and it would not be
right 1o regard al of 1 corn ishonest
fany of them came from humble backgrounds and
helr uppermost desire was 10 earn enough i Inda.
o in and lead a comfortable Ife. Those
Wwho managed to return with wealth led fashy lives
and Nlaunted their riches. They were called “na
= an anglicised version of the Indian word nawab.
They were often upstarts an climbers.

in plays and cartoons.

Company Rule Expands

icry.
conomic and d

4tle of Buxar (1764). the Company

jan states. Th al
 commercial agents and their job was 1o serve and
Interests of the C Through the

 offc in tnterfering n

forces. They were (o be protected by the Company. but

How did Clive
see himself?

in i
a Commitecin Parian
Gl dec

Shown admirable sesaint
e the Batle of Phsey
This i what he i

open o
led on cither ha
with gk and el
s moment 1
sstonished a1 my
moderaton.

Imagine that you aro a
young Company official
wha has baen in Indi
for a fow m
or home to
a hor

Write 3 et
your mother
ut your luxurious

Iife and contrasting it
e in

Bria

15



a0 ay o the subsiday orces” hat the Company
was supposed (o m: for the purpose of his
payment

a1 Toroe 1o cede temlorics on stmilak o

Sowea s

What power did the Resident have?

e s e
i Riden et iy

T oses i e o,
g v he i

Injunction - Instruction
ervience -
Submissivencss

.8 T sutan

16 our pasTS — 11

i s what Jumes il the s cconomist
polical philsopher from Scotnd, srote dbout the
Teidents appoimed by the Company

e esdn, who vy b of e
couty. atnainiererence
e st e m e e v

e e appearn mich i he iminon
e g of o Bl
. e ot e i ke n
h Gonernmenhink wron
e e ol e

Tipu Sultan - The “Tiger of Mysore”
pany resared o dieet ity conrontaton

Mysore had grown in strength under the leadership
of powerlul Fulers like Haidar Al (ruled from 1761 t
1752) and his Tip [ 7

1o 1799). Mysare controlled the profitable trade of the
Malabar coa: i Company purchased pepper

 car In 1785 Tipu Sultan stopped the

of sandalwood. pepper and cardamon through the ports
of his kingdom. and disallowed | s from

trading with the Company. He also established a close



relationship with the French n India, and modernised
his army with their help,

and a subsidiary alliance was imposed on the sia

Fig. 10 s oy ier
T the pcture of b mechaica oyt Tips poscsscd
Vot et s i » e s Wheo s ol

.9 Comuatsreceisng e
o of T Sl e s
ity Dl e 1755
T Company i

i Shoved e trmph
o poner

‘The legend of Tipu
Kingsar ften. e

this he came o be known

T i ook away e Ty Sl i detnding i
Capl Serngapatan on 4 iy 1750

onhisfiag,

FROM TRADE TO TERRITORY 17



Imagine that you have

Confederacy - Allance

[ T—

12 Situeo e Guoenof

g1

War with the Marathas
From the late cighteenth century the Company also
Sought (o curb and eventually destroy Maratha power.
With their defeat Battle of Panipat in 17¢

Uhe Marathas’ dream of ruling from Delb was shatlered.
They were divided into many states under different

pension. The Company now had complete control over
the terrtories south of the Vindhyas.

‘The claim to paramountcy

1618 clear from the above that from he carly nincteenth
centary the Company pursued an aggressive policy of
terntorial expansion. Under Lord Hastings (Goverrior -
General fom 1813 (0 1823) a new poliy of “paramounicy”

£

Was paramoun or supreme. hence is power was greater
than that of Indian states. I order (o protect it interests
it was justified in annexing or threatening (o annex
any Indian kingdom. This view contintied to uide later

Britsh policics as well,

“This process, however. did ot go unchallenged. For

the small state

hannamma ook

Filish resistance movemert.

P 1829,

But Rayanna Kidar of Sangoli in Kitoor,

ried on the resistance. With popular support he

destroyed many British camps and records. He was

caught and hanged by the British n 18 i

read more about several cases of resistance later tn
he



In the late 1830s the East India
Company became worried about Russia.
I imagined thal Russia might expand
across Asia and enter India from the
ven by this fear. the

b

north-west. Dris

Kangdom. Ultmately, 1n 1849, Punjab
‘The Doctrine of Lapse.
1 annexations accurred

another v T ———
applying this doclrine: Salara (1848), Sambalpur (1850).  fotingcour

Cor
“This time the British had an added argument - they
by duly” (o take over Avadh

g way n which
the Nawaly was deposed. the people of Awadh Joined
the great revall that broke out in 1857.

I ou are & nawal's nephew and have beer
brought up tinking that you willone day be king. Now.

o ind tha this il not b allowed by the Britsh

because of the new Doctrine of " g, 18 - g of Ve
Your faelings? What will you planta do so that you can | 5"
nherit the crown?

FROM TRADE TO TERRITORY 1




Fig. 140 ot 1797 Fig. 1ab it 1540

Fig. 140 i 1657




Setting up a New Administration
Warren Hastings (Governor-General fom 1773 (0 1785)
was.ane of the many important figures who played
Signifcant role in the expansion of Compans

his time the Ce Qazt - A judge
in Ben ~ Ajurist of the
territories were broadly. dministrative  Muslim community
s three Presidencies:  responsible for
Bengal. Madras and Bombay. s ruled by & expounding the law
Governor, that the qazi would
was the Governor General. W administer
Governor-Gener: .
e of Lo
From 1 in England for charges
Ea of misconduct brought
(awjdart adalat) and a civil A i

qazi
muft but under the supervision of the collcctors

g, 18- e it of Warnen Hstings pated by .G, Polar, 1759

S beingpersnaly eaporae o the sgovernest of Bengal, T b oo

FROM TRADE TO TERRITORY 21




“Limpeach the
common enemy and
oppressor of all.”

e i a passage
Himand B oo
pening specch during

s trodd

o fo i whone
bas turned
et Ly in

ery unk. |
enmy and oppressor
pe

2 oureasts—m

A o problem was that. the Braiman pants
ave different interpretations of local laws bast
it the dharm o out

Sadar Namat

incpal gure i an ndian distsict was the
Collecior. As the (1l sutgests. hie maim job was to
I resene and taves and mamain I and. order
in i diiict wilh he B o s, ol ofcers
and darogas. His offce — the Collectorate - becar

ew e of power and patronage that steadily
replaced previous holders of authoriy.

The C
Colonal e n I, brought n some e e of

s warfare technology changed from the 18205, the
cavalry requirements of the Company's army declined.
This is because the British empire was fighting i

the Company's army had 1o keep pace with changing
miltary requirements and it ifanty regiments
s o inpran

In the enth centuy the Bridsh began
1o develop a wnior milltary cuiture, Soldiers




inereasingly subjected to European-style training, drill
and discipline that regulated their life far more than
belore. Often this created problems since caste and

Ieclings were ignored in building a force of

0

impse into the world of the sepoys. You wil read about
his revolt in Chapier 5.
Conclusion

Thus the East India Company was transformed from a
trading company to a termitorial colonial

 virtually the whole inder its control

T e —r
s of h Compart,

e the bt it the
Marthas and the My rs.
The Company et (he

mporiance of spengihening

FROM TRADE TO TERRITORY 23



ELSEWHERE

A Visitor to the Cape in 1824 has left
@ moving account of what he saw at o
Slave aucion:
Having leamed tha there was to be
saleof catle, farm-sock,etc by aucion,

. we halted ou wagn fo the purpose of

ahidren.

They were

spectators

Lat's inagine
e i
Engiand in the late

Cighteentt or caly 1. Mateh the following:
Bineteenth cenury.
How would you have Divant
reacted to the stories “Tiger of Mysore’
British conquests?
Remember that you Jawidari adalat
would have read Rant Channamma.
about the immense
fortunes that many stpaht
I the affcals were
King.

2. Fill in the blanks:

Tipu Sultan

Fight (0 collect land reverue

eriminal court
led an anti-British
movement in Kitoor

@) The British conquest of Bengal began with the.
—

Battle o

b) Haidar All aind Tipu Sultan were the rulers of



(€) Dathousic implemented the Doctrine of

0 Marsn ingloever ocatd oty the
of India.

5. State whether true or false:
(a) The Mughal empire became stronger in the
elghteenth century.

9 The Engish Eas ndia Company was he only
ypean company hat traded with India.

@ Maaraja Ranjt Singh wa the rule of Puniab

@ e B it e admmrve
anis i the Lerloic thy o

Let's disenss

4. What attracted European mamg \‘ﬂmpmlﬂ 1o India?

e he Eae s Company?
How didthe assumpion o Dt bene e East
India Company?
Explain the system of “subsidiary allianee".
amiistzao of e Compary
iteren rom it of ndin i

5 What were he areas of
engal

Deseribe the changes that occurred in the composition

of the Company’s army.

Letsdb

10, Afterthe British conquest of Bengal, Caleutta grew from
 small vllage (0 a big ity F‘md out sbout th culture,
architecture and the life i Indians of the
ity during the colontal period.

Collect pictures, storics, pocms and info
any of the fllowing - he Kand of Janst, fore Slndlm
Haidar All, Maharaja Ranyit Stngh, Lord Dalhousic

2y b eontempénecy sl of yous 1o

FROM TRADE TO TERRITORY 25
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Ruling the Countryside 2

The Company Becomes the Diwan

On 12 August 1765, the Mughal emperor appointed the East India
ompany as the Diwan of Bengal. The actual event most probab)

As Diwan. the Company became the chief financial
administrator of the territory under its control. Now it had to

s rev:

irces. This b i hat could yield enoudh
revene he growing expenses of the company. A tradiag
Company had alzo to cnsure that it could buy the products it
needed and scll what it wante.



Over the years the Company also leamt that it had o
o lien power.
ed

th some caution. Being an ali it needed
o pacily those who in the past had ruled the countryside,
and enjoyed authority and prestige. Those whe eld.

e who ha
Iocal power had to be controlled but they could not be
ated.

How was this to be done? In this chapter we will sce

how the Company came o colonise the countryside. o
Fevenue resources, redefine the rights of people, and produce
the crops 1t wanted.
for the Cos
The Company had become the Divan, but it sll saw itsel
primarlly as & trader. I wanted a large revenue i "
was unwiling (o sel up any regular system o went
o e clfort was to increase the a muc

a5 i€ could and buy fine cotton and silk cloth as cheaply s
possible. Within five years the value of goods bought by the
Company in doubled. Belore 1865, the Comy

e pany
purchased goods n India by tmporting gold and siver from
Brtasn. Now th i collected in Bengal could finan
for export.

In 1770 a terrible famine Kiled ten milion people in Bengal. et vy aeced g
‘About one-third of the population was wiped ot e of koo i
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ERC—"

2

Colebrook on
Bengal ryots

In
Benga!

villages

o

e of the
powertul rots did not
Cultivate, but instead
e out their lands 10

‘The need to improve agriculture

If the cconomy was in ruins, could the Company be
i of s revene income? Most Company oficials

began 1o feel that fnvestment in land had o be

encouraged as improved

the revenue demand of the state would not be
increased, the zamindar would benefi from tncreased
production from the land.

‘The problem

“The Permanent Settlement. b created probiems.
Company officials soon discovered thal the zamindars
were in fact ot fnvesting i the improvement of land.

zamindars found 1t diffcult o pay. Anyone who faled 1o

subsicence, advanced

Cxicate th
o de.

Tabour
they

hpe o betri

it

. while

ot
ther

Were sold off at auctions organised by he Company.

Jand t0 tenants and get ren. they were not nterested in
improving the land.

Why do you think Calebrook is concern
i

condii




i the other hand. in the vilages, the cultivator

system extremely oppressive. The rent he paid
o the zamindas was high and his right on the land was.
insecure. To pay the rent he had (o often take a loan
from the moneylender. and when he faled (o pay the
rent he was cvicted from the Jand he had cultivated
for generations.

new system s devised
By the carly nineteenth century many of the Company
cials were convinced that the system of revenue
had (o be changed again. How could revenues be.
permancady al @ tme when the Company needed
ore money (o meel its expenses of administration

‘assessment was made. Munro thought that the Bri

Mahal - 1n Brish
Fevenue records mahal

which may be a villsge
or a group of vilages.

oS 110 28
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imagine that you are &

 rule.
What would you wite?

should act as paternal father figures protecting the ryots
under their charge

All was not well
Within a few years after the new systems were imposs
it was clear that all was not well ith them, Driven

the desire to increase the ncome from land, revern
offcals ixed (00 high a revenue demand. Peasants were
unable to pay. ryots fled the countryside, and vilages
be en iy regions.
had imagined that Systems would 1

g

the new ran:
the peasants Into rich enterprising farmers. Bul this
did ot happen.

Crops for Europe

he countryside could
10 grow the crops

ed a variety of
methods to expand the cultivation of crops that they

s take a closer ook at the story of one such
erop. one such method of production.

Does colour have a.

P ——
iy g

thing common in the

2



o e b e o colur - commonycalled
ot o v
e b et yo e I thse

fron a plit called indigo 1t Is iy that he hlu: dye
used in'the Morri prints in ninetcenth-century.

s manfactured from o plana culivated n .
For Incia was the bigéest supphie of indiga i the workd
at that time.

‘Why the demand for Indian indigo?

s il lant grows primaty n he (ropc. By e
hitenth century Il indigo vas @ by cloth
manufac . France and Britai to dve st

oy small amounts of nian Indigo reached
marke and s price was very higt
European cloth manufacturers therefore had 1o depend
on another plant calld woad (o make vioet and blue
dyes, Beng 0 plant of he Temperate sones,

v casly avalale in Europ. s rown n morther
m:y southern France and in parts of Gofuany and
Brisin. Warried by he competion from ko, wot
proucer In Europe pressunacd thl Evermancnl 19
ban the import of indigo.

Cloth dyers. however, prefered indigo as a dye. Indigo
produced a rich bl colour, whereas (he dye from woad
was pale and dull. By the seventeenth century. European

cloth producers persuaded their governments to relax
the ban on Indigo mport. The Frend cultivating
indigo 1n St Domingue o the s, the
n Brazi, the English tn Jamaica, o

Spanish n Venezuels, [ndigo e e
in many i North Amertca

By the end of the cightcenth century, the demand for
Indian indido Britain begar (o indusirialse.
and is cotton production cxpa
an s new demand for clot
demand for Indigo ncreased. fts existing s
the West Indics and America collap
x Between 1783 and 1789 the

easons. i

indigo i the world fel by half. Cloth dyers in Britain

o Gesperieny Tooked for e e of g Supply.

e could this indigo be procured:

Britain turns to India

Faced with the rising demand for indigo in Burope. the
‘ompany n India looked for ways 1o cxpand the arca

under tndigo cultvation.
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g 7 e e vt

rom the last decades
of the cightcenth century
indigo  cultivation in

Imported

from India. By 1510 the

proporton had gone up to
per cent

As the indigo trade

Iook after their indigo
business. Attracted by the prospeet of high profis.

g iy Sl

Siave - A person wh is
owned by someone else
the slave owner. A slave
compelled 1o work for
the master.
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1o India and
became planters. Those who had no moncy o produice
indigo could get loans from the Company and the banks
that were comisg up at the t

How was indigo cultivated?
of indigo cultivation - nf
and rgott. Within the system of nif cultivation, the
planter produced indigo in lands that he directly
controlled. He either bought the land o rented it from
other zamindars and produced indigo by directly
employing hired labourers.
‘The problem with nij cultivation
“The planters found I¢ diffcult (o expand the area under
i cultivation. Indigo could be cultivated only on fertle
ands, and these were all already densely populated.
Only <ms the landscape could be
Jpact blocks

i And lab
was necded precisely at a time when peasanis were
sually busy with thetr rice culivation



Ny coltivation on a large scale also required many g

on thei rce fieds, aga
ted

- one-thi
in exacly at the tme that the
them.

reluctant area, under nj cullvation. Less
than 25 per cent of the land producing indigo was under
i rest was under an altermative mode of

Under the ot the planters
forced the. sign a contrac
an agrecment (sattal. Al times

drill, while the cultvators prepared

the soil. sowed the seed and looked afler the crop. 8- orers amesting
gty e ey
gl i Coersotg oot

Rt L o B, 1
In i the ndig plant s
oy oy men.

g9 e gt sy
gt o e el ot
Tocory
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How was indigo produced?

- ——

i 10~ syt e gl psiog
e g g were sty s i actori ovnicd
o plantoe. A Harvst, (e b pla o ik 1 e
A i et T o o vt wer e o

W he lant femente. he o b 1 b 3

e, Now the T e wert ke ot he ol

e e, ther vt ha e e o el the e v
T scon v s o e bt vt e et v

ria
e et Seled ot e bt o e v e Hquk e
e e The b i e off A €he semens -
— el i
e g worker e e,
ere i staning with T prsied it
he padle that s e o s
o the
e
ndigo stuion. Fig. 13 The nan

sready o o
Here o car s the st of e prodcion
Vat - A fermenting s g and cuting the indes Pl that
storage veseel e been presed o ol In the buckground vou
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When the crop was delivered to the planier after the
arvest, a new loan was given (0 the ryot. and the cycle
started all over again. Peasants who were initially
= soon realised how hrsh he system

morcaver. had deep roots
Fapicly. After an Indigo harvest the land could not be
Sam with rice.

The “Blue Rebellion” and After

1d the ndigo peasants decide that they would
o longer remain silent? What gave them ihe power
0 rebel? Clearly. the indigo system was intensely
oppressive. Bul those who are oppressed do not always.
e s

support of the local zamindars and village headmen in
theit rebellion against the planters. In many vi
headmen who had been forced o sign indigo contracts.

Brtish ent
possibiliy of another popular rebellion. When the
Spread of 4 stmmering revoll In the Indigo districts.

A song from an
indigo-producing
village

In ingmmens of struggle
peple often sing songs
o inspire cach other

one such son

The long tarhis
wiclded by the
plancr of Mollhats
o e i 3 chster
The babus of Kolkata
have sailed don |
s the great fight
This time the ruytc
are sl ready, | hey
will no Jonger be
beaten n sknee
They will no longer
sive wp their e |
Without fighting the
el

RULING THE COUNTRYSIDE 35



Imagine you are a

the Lieutenant Governor toured the resion in the winter
e

e o 1
of the ryots the tyranny of the planters, and the horrore

produce indigo In future.

“Iwould rather beg than sow indigo

Hadji Mulls, an indigo cotvator of Chandpore, Thana
Hardi,was ncersiened by the members of the Tndigo
Commisson on Tucsday. 5 June 1860, This s what he
i i s to ome of the questions:

Kare, President of the Indigo
mision: Arc you now willng 0 s indigo
‘nditino on what e term wonld yoube wiling
wdoitr
St L o il o o o'
Kanow dhat any frsh v wond sy me.
Sates Woskd you not be illing t0 v 1
rupeabundier
Hadji Mulla: No 1 would notsrather han o
ndigo ill o 10 anodher couny: | would rdher
e han so i
s Conninion i, i1, M of




Afer the revolt, indigo production collapsed in Bengal. But
the planters now shifted their operation (o Bihar. With the
discovery of synthetic dyes in the late nineleenth century their

L but el
production. When Mahatma Gandhi returned from South

and see the plight of the indigo cultivators there. Mahatma
G 17 marked
movement against the indigo

ELSEWHERE

Indigo making in the West Indies

In the carly sightcenth century, a French missionary, Jean Bapiste Labat,
travelled 10 the Carlbbean fslands, and wrote extensively about the reglon.
Published in one of his

books, s image shows

all the stages of indigo

production n the French

Slave plantations of

the egion.

You can s the slave

" % [RTT—— E—

the high ground supervising the slave workers,

Lets recall
1. Mateh the ol
ot ilage
mabat peasant
ny cuttvation on rec's lands
ot cultivation on planter's own land
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s

out? Enact their
conversation.

Fill n the blanks:

&) Growers of woad in Europe s
a5 2 crop which would provide competition to
their earnings.

The demand for indigo increased in late-
eighteenth-century Britain because of

The international demand for indigo was
affected by the discovery of

) The Champaran movement was against

Lett Disenss
3. Describe the main features of the Permiancat
Setilement.

How was the mahalwar systes: different from the
Permanent Settlement?

Give o problerms whicharose wih the new Munro
system of Ixing revertue.

Wiy were ryots reluctant (o grow indigo?

‘What were the cireumstances which led to the
eventual collapse of indigo production in Bengal?

Letsdb

5. Find out more about the Champaran movement
and Mahatma Gandhi's role in i

Look into the history of either e or coflee
plantations in India. See how the life of workers in
these plantations was similar (© or different from
that of workers in indigo plantations.



Tribals, Dikus and the
Vision of a Golden Age

In 1895, & man named Birsa was seen roaming the forests

lived 1 Chottanagpur. But s followers included ofher

ribals of the region - Santhals and Oraons. Al of them in
different unhappy with the changes they

xperiencing and the problems they were facing under
British rul familiar ways of I

were under threat. and their rligion appeare
anger.

o be in
What problems did Birsa set out to
resolve? Who were the outsiders being

that there were no social and cconomic
differences within 1

P 1o
ot



Fallow
uncultivated for a while
Soil recovers

fertility

Sal- A tree

Mahua - A flower that

s caten or used to make
icohol

g, 2 Dongria K women
a1 e pandane
Iocves o e ores o
s
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How Did Tribal Groups Live?

By the nineteenth century. tribal people in different
parts of India were involved i 4 variety of activites.
‘Some were jhum cultivators

ome of them practised jhum cultivation, that s, shifting
cultivation. This was done on small patches of land.

for growing
practise shifting cultivation

their crops. That is the only way they could

‘Some were hunters and gatherers
I many regions tribal groups lived by hunting animals
and gathering forest produce. They saw forests as

meat amongst themselves. They ate fruits and roots
collected from the forest
and conked food with the

palash lowers to colour
heir clothes and leather.



rom where did these forest

i3 Lo o some v

as cvil utsiders and the cause of their misery.

Some herded animals.
Many trbal groups lived by herding and rearing anim:
They were pastoralists who moved with their herds of

were shepherds. and the Bakarwals of Kashmir reared
ou wil read more about them in your bistory
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Atime to hunt, a time to sow, a time t0 move to a new field

ve you ever notied that people iving i different types of scieties do not
of work and time
erent sgions er gt b clenda and dision of ks

un

for men
Verrier Elwin, 4 Britsh anthropologist who lived amons the Baigas and

any yea 16500 1
of what this calenda and division of ks s ke T writs:

In Gl women went 0 cleings o cutsalks that were shesdy reaped:
il .
from thecat. Trapsof amboo were ued for huntin. The vamen gahereed

o kads and s s, OF al the s i Centrl I the Baigar
et Known a5 the bt baners .. In fasab the g of the forest ook
phce, the wemen gathered wnburrt o tburn. Men continucd (0 hun

Bt earer ther ilages. I i sowing ook place nd Buncing Sl went .

readyand in s imnowing ook place
Pt was i the tine T dances and.

marriages. In Mogh i were made o
e besars and Bunting gahering wos
the man subsstence sy

ook place
s there
iie o huming s onlya fow
Cropshad e s and harsested. But
ot thers mas cogh food the men
Jivd in the o, It vas only n the
Sear that the diet ha o be
Supplemented with the forest procicr,
Vi e Vi Ehin B (1930t
Erams et it b Ko Ve
i o b ot S vt L)

Look carefuly at the tasks that
Fig. 4 Sahalgn o frovest. | oo Bl
s e e e e, they

2 ourpass—m



Some took to settled cultivation [ p—
Even before the nineteenth century, many from WIhID o Nadiet Pradeah for
w down. and

the tribal groups had begun seitlin, g st

cultivating Uhei fields n one place vear after year, oS IV
& from place 1o place. They began (o

e the plough, and gradually ol rights over (he

they lived on. Tn many cascs. | ‘Mundas of

hottanagpur, the land belonged (o the clan as a whole.

All e were regarded as descendants

of the orign s who had frs cleared the land.

Thercfore, il of them had rights on the land. Very often

han others. some became chicfs and others follovers
Powerful men often rented out their land mstead of
cultivating it themselves.

British officals saw settied tribal groups like the
Gonds and Santhals s more civilised than hunter.
gatherers o shifting cultivators. Those who lived n
the forests were considered to be wild and savage: they
hecded to be settled and civilised.

Colonial Rule Affect Tribal

How

Lives?

“The lives of tribal groups changed during British rule.
anges were,

‘e what these ch
‘What happened to tribal chiefs?

Before the arrival of the British, in many arcas the
tribal chicfs were important people. They enjoyed &
certain amount of cconomic power and had the right (o

‘administer and control ther territories. i
they had their own police and decided on the local rules.
f 1and and forest management. Under British rule
the functions and powers of the tribal chiefs changed
considerably. They were allowed 10 keep their land ftles
over a cluster of vilages and rent out lands,

Tost much of their administraty e a
0 follow by Britsh offcial

the tribal groups on behalf of the British. They los! th
authorlty they had easlier enjoyed  their people.

ed amongst
and were unable 1o full heir radiional RNCUONS. 1ty o r oy gt in

o P
The Britsh were uncomfortable with groups who moved Te ente ilag beps when o
about and did not have a ixed hame. They wanied tribal  bots e b
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groups o setle down and become peasant culivators
Sciled peasants were easier 1o control and administer
han people who were always on the move. The British

4 fxed the revenue den e
Some peasants were declared landowners, others
tenants. As vou have seen (Chapter 2], the tenants

were ta pay rent 1o the landowner who in turn paid
revene 1o the state.

Britsh effor 1o setle ftum cultivators was not
very successful. Settled plough cultvation is ot easy

1 sulfered. since their felds did
yields. So the jhum cultivators
insisted on continuing with their (raditional practice.
Facing widespread protests. 1

ultimately allow them the right
Cultivation n some parts of the forest

Tl workers i rc itd n v Prdes
ot the dileence beween i cultiaton n the st plios s
e



Forest laws and their impact
The life o tribal groups, as you have secn, was dircerly
connected 10 the forest. So changes in forest aws had

i such @ stuation? Many were
o s In search of work and liveli
1 once the British stopped the ribal people from
iing inside forests, they faced a problem. From where  Sleeper — The horizontal
would the Forest Depariment gt it labour (o cut trecs  planks of wood on which

o rallway sicepers and (o transport logs? Failway lines are laid

regions the Forest Depariment cstablished forest
willges. to ensure a regular supply of cheap abour:

“In this land of the English how hard it is to live”

n e

i art and folldore. He recorded many songs tht lumented the hard
lime the Baigas were having under Bridsh rule

I s b of the English how b s e

How hard it o e

In e illge 5t the Landlord

In the e S the Kotwar

I the garden i the Pacwari
Inthe hed s he governime

o this o

rhitistolive

L of the English how

To'pay catle ax we

o pay foren o e have

T pay fand a we have 0

How are we 0 et o foo

I i and ofthe English
et Ve B v S o, S the M f. 316

o sl cow
ol bl
el ol
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Many tribal groups reacted against the
colonial forest laws. They disobeyed the
rules. cor

e ith trade
During the nincteenth ces
groups lound (hat traders and moncy-

ntury. tribal

them to work for
groups some time to understand the

grovwers. In the cightcenth century. I
Sllcwas in demand n Eu
e fine quallty of Indian silk was highly
an s from India ner

rapidly. As the market expanded. East India Company
officals tried to encourage silk production (o el the

‘rowing deman
Hazanibagh. in present-day Jharkhand. was an area
where the Santhals reared cocoons. The

traders dealing in Silk sent in the;
agents who gave loans to the tribal
people and collected the cocoons,
The growers were paid Rs 3 1o Rs 4

for a thousand cocoons. These
were then exported o
wa where

ddiemen - so called
because they arranged
ctween  the

and silk

a5 their main enemies.



‘The search for work

The plight of the tribals who had 1o go far away from their
homes i search of work was even worse. From (he late
Rineteenth century, tea plantations started coming up and
mining became an important industry. Tribals were recrulted

contractors who paid them miserably low wages. and
prevented them from returning home,

A Closer Look

Through the nincteenth and twentieth centuries, ribal groups

movement that Birsa led was one such movement.

P10t iers

s ey cou

i Vork

ey down
he dark am subrsing
s was ot onl bk

resang a1
ly aling.

Find out whether

W



Tt BisaMunda
“Blood trickles from  Birsa was born i the mid- 18705, The son of  poor

™ father, he grew up around the forests of Bohonda.
my shoulders

-, he @
grazing sheep. playing the flute. and dancing in the
local akhara, Forced by povert (0 move

The songs the Munds
sang bemoaned their

Alust underthe
arudgery o forced
ey

 rickics from
my shoulders

Day and wight
issary ron

s the descendants of the original setiers of the region
Rghting for their land (mulk ki laral, reminding people
of the need to win back their kingdom

amindars, Birsa went to the local missionary school. and
Amovs o irrityes listened to the scrmons of missionarics. There too he
A T heard t said that It was possible for he Mundas o
o attain the Kingdom of Heaven. and regain their lost
el This i my  HEhIS. This would be possible If they became good
onditan Christians and gave up thelr bad pracices'. Later Birsa

Ky Bl e s e o Soc He
e e s U €0 o drt Hor: e
e s st e by Wil oty ot
imtonarics and i Iondords o
i e ok e i 1 M o
T 1695 irs rged i Tolloersto recover thert

e et 0o pao e AR of o e e e

e Wzl S B o s - when
e eac ey iped st
Dot e onchandn e svation s
e St i, Ty i ot i ke e s
- ey i s o people

What worried Briish officials most was the political
the Birsa movement, for it waned to drive out

H
i
H
H
3
H

s head. The moves
the cause of the miscry the Mundas were suffering
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The land policies of the British were destroying
their traditional land system, Hindu landiards and
moneylenders were taking over their land. and
sionarics were

When Birsa was released in 1897 he began touring
the villages Lo gather support. He used traditional
symbols . urging them to

mor ‘ana
Zamindars. They ralsed the white fla as a symbal of
rsa Ra

1900 Birsa dicd of cholera and the movement

i their own specific way. inventing their own rituals
and symbals of struggle.

Lets recall

Fill in the blanks:

(@) The British described the tribal people as

() The method of sowing sceds in fhum cultivation
s known as

(e The tribal chiefs got. HeS 1 CEntral | e rom o som gt
India under the British Tand settlements.

o ebiar S,
(@) Teibals went to work in the ofAssam G570
and the in Bitar
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Lot imaghe
-
i bt g

in'a forest vl
in the nimeteenth
century. You have
Just been told that
the land you were
born on no longer
belongs to you. In
meeting with British
sals you Gy i
explain ihe kinds of
obiems you face.

What would you say?

50 ouRpasrs—m

7. Findout

2. Statc whether truc or falsc:

@) Jhum cultivators plough the land and sow
Seeds,

b) Cocoons were bought from e Santhals and
Sold by the traders at ive times the purchase
price.

) Birsa urged his followers to purify themselves,
give up drinking liquor and stop beleving in
wicherafl and sorcery.

The Britsh wanted (© preserve the tribal way
of it

Lets disense

3. What problems did shifting cullivators face.
under British rule?

How did the powers of tefbal chiefs change under
colopial sule?

‘What aceounts for the anger of the tribals against
the dius?

6. What was Birsa's vision of a golden age? Why do
you think such a vision appeaed to the people of
the region?

Letidb

from your pasents, friends or teachers,
the names of some heroes of other tribal revolts in
the twenticth century. Write their story in yor

rds.

Choase any tribal group living in India today. Find
ot about their custonys and way of hife, and how
their lives have changed in the last 50 years.



When People Rebel
1857 and After

Policies and the People

In the previous chapters you Jooked at the poicies of
the East India Company and the effect they had on
different people. Kings, queens, peasants. landlords.

Js. soldiers were all affeted in diffrent ways. Yors
have also seen how people resist_policies and actions
hat harm theis interests or g0 aganst thei sentiments.

Nawabs lose their power

Since the mid-clghtcenth century. nawabs and rajas
had seen their power er e had gradually lost
their authority and honour. Residents had been

Stationed in many courts. the freedom of the rulers
reduced. their armed forces disbanded, and their
revenues’ and terstories taken away by stages.

Many ruling families tried o negotiate with the
Company 1 proteet their iniercsts. For example. Rani
her adopted son as the heir 1o the kingdom after the
death of her husband. Nana Saheb. the adopied son of

.

1 1 Sepoyscn psare
e ore o T

oo e it



=

Imagine you aro asepoy.

would you give?

s B o . ledd ht b b e i s
pension when the latter died. However. the Comy
comdnt of s superory and miliary poers imed
a e pleas

e v o of el ot be
impos

e declarcd that the territory was being
sh rule was needed to ensure

s death none of his descendants would b ised
- they would Just be called princes,
‘The peasants and the.

In the countysde peasants and samindars esencd
the high
collection, Many fal hei
oneyienders and sraduaty Too the ands ey had
lled for generations.
i scpoys i the ey of e Company
lowas

“which tatod tht vy new persan o 100k 1
comployment in the Company’s atmy had 1o agree (o
Serve overseas if required,

Scpoys s reated o what was happening i the
countrysde, Many o them were peasants i

easants quickly spread amon th



nses
The British believed that Indian society had 1

ract
wil read about these reformers and reform
movements tn Chapter 7.

Through the Eyes of the People

To get a glimpse of what people were thinking
those days about British e, study Sources 1 and 2,

g3 sepoys exchange s
b
The list of eighty-four rules

i e xcerts o e bk Mo rsas, wrive iy Vil

some. m.m,\ o e o S ldthm e e S ot e o e
. because a maskive upheaval was going 1o break out n thrce days
The Sepons sid

Mol - they had made

in s g ol g s Wm-
inge relused 10 acccpt these sules e
e e e e e o
Kings all reurned 1 he capiale in grea g

Fules nd announeed hes
They e tht he

o b el

iferent camtonments

bt G, i Prasa . 520
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“There was soon excitement in every regiment”

Pande. Staram Pande was recruited i 1512 2 % cpoy in the Bengal Native
vy He served the English for 1% years an rtied in 1560, He helped the
riish 0 suppress the rebellon though his own son was a rebel and was
Killed by the Briish in fron of his cyes On rtirement he was persaded by
his Commanding Offcr, Norgate, to writc his memrs. e completed the
wriing in 1861 in Awadhi and Norgate ranslaed i into Englih 3 had it
published under the e From Sty o S

Here i an cxcerpt from what Sitaram Pande wrote:

i my b opin

It i e of Ouh Flled the mindsof the

ofthe Navab of Oudlh and s of th Kin of Delhi e sent al over
scpors elling them how treacherously the forigners had behaved
Lowards thei King. They vented ten thousand tis and pronties 1

Wil the abject of restoring the Emperor of Db 0 he throne. They
maintined tha this i ol ikt the army's povers f e sodiers
ol oy acttogethe and do 1 they were eised
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I chanced that about this ime the Sarkar sent
partics of men From each regiment to differn
arrisons fo mtructons i the us of he new il
s e perforsmed the e il fox some ime
il epor ot bt by somne means o he ther
i the cartridges e for these new ils were
it the a ofcows nd pigs. The men from
men wrote o thersn the regment el
and there vas soon excie

vears service  exer been done by the
Sarkar o el hei relgion, b s | e aecady

1. What wero the

theseure o Oudh.Intresid paties were ik
o posnt vttt th grest i of she Englich s 10
" thex b 1

o el it Chi 3 b therctore
nttoduced the carvidge n oder o bring this sbout,
since both Mahommedans and Hindus wonld be
ekled by wsing i

e Colonel sshi was of the opinion that the
excitamentwhich even he coubd no i 0 s would,
s ofl, it hac dome befor, and h recommendest
o 4o o my homn,

e s, From Sy o Subedr, . 16263

A Mutiny Becomes a Popular Rebellion

have to organise.

eteenth century anywhere in the world.

Mutiny - When soldiers
s a group disobey their
offcers in the army
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oy s

O the evring o 3 iy
{rom e, cosscdthe

From Meerut to Delhi

On 20 March 1857, a young soldicr. Mangal Pandey. was

hanged {0 death for attacking his offcers in Barrackpore

Some days later, some sepoys of the regiment at Mecrut
a

refuses which

prisribepitutrs
e

P ———

Pirangis - Foreigners
The term refcets an

attitude of contempt.

56 ouRpasts -

were suspecied of being coated with the fat of cows and

pigs. Eighty-ve sepoys were dismissed from service and

sentenced t ten years in Jail for disobeying ther offcers
“This happened on 9 May 1857

“The respanse of the other Indian soldiers in Meerut was

0 May. the soldiers marched to the

 soldicrs persisted. They forced their way ino (
palace and proclaimed Bahadur Shah Zafar as ther leader.



T ageing emperor had 1 accept this demand e wrote

letters 10 all the chicfs and rulers of the county to come

forward and organise & confederacy of Indian states (o

fight the Briish. This single stcp taken by Bahadur Shah
had great implications

[T Mughal dsnasy had e ver . very arge part o

lr rurs and chieflains conrolled

herent «umnn:a on behalf of the Mughal ruler.

reatened by the expansion of British rule, many of them
(e G it M emperr could rule . ey 100
would be able o rule their own terories once more. unds
Mughal auth

The d not expected this to happen. The

rtish ha
thought the disturbance caused by the loose of the
cartridges would dic down. a

ecision o rs!Acrvhclnnrhlngrdmrnmmslmlunn

dramatically. Often when peaple see an alternative
oy they el Inspired and eninised. 1 ges them
the courage. hope and confidence 1o a

ellion spreads
Alter the Brtia were roued fom Delh, here was wo
uprisingfo almost a week. 1t too.that much e for
news to travel, 1 5 began.

ol e B

Fig. & Btk Sha Zafr

P ap—

Fig. 8 e

e proctaimed himedt Fesmva e tiared et e wos

governor under Ey

Bahadur Shah Zafar. in

Lucknow. Birjis Qadr, the.
b

b e oo
acknowledged the suzerainty
of Bahadur Shah

Jotned the rebel scpoys
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fought the British along with Tantia Tope, the general of
Nana Saheb. In the Mandia region of Madhya Pradesh. Rani
Avantbal Lodhi of Ramgarh raised and led an army of four
thousand against the British who had taken over the
administration of her state.

“The Britsh were greatly outnumberee by the rebel forces.
i ed i 1 mumber of battles. This convinced
the people that the rule of the British had collapsed for
and gave them the confidence o take the plunge and join
the rebellion. A siruation of widespread popu

Why did the Mughal

accepting the offer of

52
H

cd o

overy village is held against
s, the Zamindars have risen 1o 0ppose us.”

ame up. For example, Abmadullah

il a maulv from Faizabad, prophesicd tha the rule of

LR p————

sepoys and battled with the Brtish for many months
S Deers rom across the land Joned he gt
The Company Fights Back

Unierved by the sealeofthe upheaval, the Company decided
10 repress the revolt with all s might. It brought

i —

Flg, 11 s s ek
i ho oo e
Rt ort e g an

Sl P Dl o
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renforcements from England, passed new laws so
hat the rebels could be convicted with case, and then
moved into the storm cenires of the revoli. Delhi was

the rebel 1857, The

Fig 13- v s

e B fores ity et
i e

1562.
The recapture of Delhi, howerer, did not mean that the
rebellion i 1o resist
and battle the Briish. The British had to fght for o
years of popular rebelion,
s taken in March 1855, Rans Lakshmibal

 as victorics aganst the British had carlicr
encouraged rebellion, the defeat of rebel forces
encouraged desertions. The Brtish also tried thei best

o i, 0 i tey had ot kil any e peopl.

e 7l o e i
o caroads oy canons
ot ammronpiod
St

P ——

Make a lst of places

e uprsing 100k
lace in May, June and.
Juy 1857.
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Flg 14 s rops by ey would. sematn safe and their rights and claims o
RastinereGatetoerier D land would not be denied. Nevertheless, hundreds of
scpoys. rebels, nawabs and rajas were tried and hanged.

Aftermath
“The Britsh had regained control
of the counry by the cnd of 1859,
on ruling
the land with the same policies
Giver e the mportant
changes that were ntroduced by
the Brtish.

1. The Britsh Partiament passed
a new Act i 1858 and transierred

Fig. 16 b s copure member of the Briish Cabinet was appoinied Sccretary of

representative of the e
British government accepted  dircet. res
ruling India.

H

hese measures the
sponsibility for

0 ouRpasts—m



2. Al ruling chiefs of the country were assured that their
territory would never be annexed in fulure. They were allowed to

.

5. The British decided to respect the customary religious and
sacal practices of the people in India

6. Policies were made o protect landiords and zamindars
and give them sccurily of rights over theis lands.

Thus & new phase of history began afier 1857,

Fig. 16 some

@



The Khurda Uprising - A Case Study

1817, Here, it would he msructie for s to sy that event sl

u..mu.w,, T
e up i he
o 105 gk, 0

ortme. Theret Behad cnrered

it egaions il e i 1 gtk s o s he v v he

Jugunnath Temph e of Ot 40 e e S v

incination to oblge him on cther score. Consequent .llhm&mlh . Tendaory
Nl

T e o deposion i omcsstion of N erorcs bt Bt 5 e o
Consolon,he s anly given e ghs of maagemea of th Jaganmath Templ witha

s e i Pur, This i sclement commenced an ers of oppresse forcign e
Ol s w1817
1 biery afecied e e of the i of th s, the Pk, Th seveity of he

f peope rom Ko btcen 1805 and 1817 Vet dhe Bt went for- sercs of shr

fmaal cla o defaers

e i Gty prone . o o

o e g b idyar
bt B K o o o o Sy Lo, i o

el s o e pvpic f Kt o it
Ovet tht yea
e

e her s o
o the new currney. ) e

i oo roducion of

i ot

kg e At suton o ol s i s v brovg e

it m,m e i, Dl e e s ot e i 5o
made dhe siuation worse fo the aemd uprsing  ake it s

1
other goverament esabishments at Banpur killng more than a hundred men and (o

urda becor Jcenter. The sampdon and s ke jined the Paks wih
o T wh i o, were ke s k. 1t AR o e,
The Brith tid o dsiodge the Pt from thei enrenched poson bt aled. On 14
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Aprl 1817, B Jagabandbu, eading e o en thousand Pais ncd men of the K

e sesed Pur and declared the hesant king, Mubuda Dev 11 2 thei ruler

it ofthe Jaganath Temmple s extended the Pk their fll support
Sceingthestuton going out o Hand. he Brtsh camped Martal L. The King was

candh
The

[
Comscquenty. the Briosh seut Major-General Martindel o clesr o he arca from the
Cutches of the Pk il at the ame i snnouncing Tewards fo the arest of Buxd
ugabandha and his esociats, Cing operaton handreds of Pk were Kile,
Thusby

Ny 1317 the upriting s mosey contaned

B
ke the Raja vty o h Nax
1523, O thei par, the Brioeh hecefoth adopted  polcy of ‘lenieney ndolgence and
forbearance Ko a

refors were e i the. ol snd he fustice e Revene offcal found 1o be

" i of K, R Chara e 11 s lowed o mose 1o Purs ol
e of the s o the Jagannath T<pfhl wih 3 grao of Fogets twenty-four

ELSEWHERE

For a Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace
Whilethe revolt was spreading in India

asthe Toping Rebelio.
Xiuguan was a convert to

1~ Tukng e et ek ieer 1900
e = Christianity and was against_the
The rebels of

prostitution,savery,were prohibited.

of the Qing
dynasty t put down the Taiing Rebellion.
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InJune 1857, the el o

Letsreeall

‘What was the demand of Rani Lakshmibal of Jhansi
that was refused by the British?
2. What did the Brish do Lo protct (he nerests of
those who converted to Christianity?
3. What objections did the scpoys have to the new.
cartridges that they were asked to use?

How did the st Mughal emperor live the last years
of his ife?

Letsdienss

5. What could be the reasons for the
comidence ofhe iigah rers. ahum
i polon o lndla May

6. What impact did Bahadur Shah

Zafar's support (0 the rebellion have
the people and the ruling familics?

7 How did the British succeed in
Securing the submission of the rebel

Iandowners of Awadh?

& Inwhat ways did the British change

dher policles a5 a result of - the

rebellion of 15

Letsdy

mmm...m. oy
o Henry v, ot
P e o

inyour arca or your family about San Satiavan ki
Ladaai., What memories do people cherish about
the great uprising?

0. Find out more ab

oy marke o pk v,

64 ourpasts -
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Weavers, Iron Smelters
and Factory Owners

£

- g ship on h portof St n e seveoentcenay

This chapter tells the story o the erafts and fndustries of India during

This ts the question we will explore in this chapter.



Flg. 2ot e,
i it conns

e s Pt iy

partf th ol weing
Friion ter.

66 ouR pasTS —

Indian Textiles and the World Market
Let s st Took at textle production.

Around 1750, before the

Briish conquered Bengal, India

s interesting 1o (race the orighn of such words, and
what they tel us,
Words tell us histories

traders first encountered fine cotton

subsequently calico became the gencral name for all

cottan textles.
“There are many other words which point to the
ets. In

Fig. 3 you order book that the
English East India Company sent 10 it representatives
in Caleutta in 1730,

“The order that year was for 589,000 pieces of cloth
Browsing through the order bock you would have seen
2 list of 95 varieties of cotton and silk cloths. These
were known by their common name in the European
trade as piece goods - usually woven cloth pieces that
were 20 yards long and 1 yard wide



Now loak t the names of the different varietics of
cloth n the book. Amongst the pieces ordered i bulk
were printed cotton cloths called chintz, cossaes (o
Khassa) and bandanna. Do you know where the English
term chintz comes from? It 1s deried from the Hindi
word chhin, a cloth with small and colourful flowery.

P8\ e rom s rer
g B o

[ p——

designs. From the printe
Indian cotton textiles in England and Europe mainly
for their exquisite floral designs. fine fexture and
relative cheapness. Rich people of England including
the Queen hersell wore clthes of Indian
Similarl
brightly col
head. Originally, the term derived from the word

e Unted rovince.
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g8 e desnon e
i lon o
Mo, A

it it oy

T o e exampl o the
e of i e or

P E——
ity

produee 8 Rjastan and
i

68 ouR pasTSs —

“bandhna” (Hindi for tying), and referred (o a varlety
of brighily coloured cloth produced through a method
of tying and dyn

‘There were other cloths In the order book that were
oted by thei place of orgi: Kasimbazar, Patna, Calcut
Orissa. Charpoo h words

how popular Indian textles had become in

different parts of the world




Indian textiles in European markets

By the carly eighteenth century, worried by the

popularity of Indian textiles, wool and silk makers in

England began protesting against the import of Indian

cotton textles. In 1720, the British government cnacted

& legislation banning the 1se of printed cotton texties
England. Interestingy. this Act was kne

ico Act

AL this time textile indusiries had just begun 1o

develop in England. Unable to compeie with Indian

textiles, English producers wanted a secure markel

within {he country by preventing the entry of Indian
«

ian designs were
imitated and printed in England on white muslin

Inventcd by John Kaye which
ity of the traditional spindics.

Import precious metal to buy Indian goods. Instead. they
collected revenues from peasants and zamindars in
India, and used this reventie to buy Indian textiles

Why do you think the.
Act was salled the

Act wanted 10 ban?

Spinning Jenny - A
machine by which
sinde worker could
operate several spindies
on 10 which thread was.
spun. When the wheel
was turned all the
spindles rotated.

P, 7 sescre i

i i
Came up b he scventents
Centun” Retice e oraieaton
o th sevrnent
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Where were the major centres of weaving
in the late cighteenth century?

D i Exstr gl (e Bangadsh) wa the fremost extc cetee i

0




Who were the weavers?
Weaers ofen belonged 1o communites that specilised

in weaving. Their skills were passed on from or
eneraton (o the next. The L(mn\wuv:n of e, the
s or momin weavers of ol India. sl

katkollar and devangs u: uth India are some of
communiics famous for weaving.
< age of producton was spinnin - work
done mosty by women. The charkih and the 1akl were
household spinning instruments. The thread was spun
the charkh and rolled on the akli When the spining
was over the thread was woven into cloth by the weaver.
In most communities weaving was a task done
or oo et o Ureadwis ded by e e
. For printed cloth the weavers need

Handloom weaving and the oceupations associatcd with
it provided livelihood for millions of Indians.
‘The decline of Indian textiles
The development of cotton indusiries in Britan affcted
in several ways. First: Indian
B British textles in the.

6.
Dt Bt
S it 1700

e i oom. Do v Know.
St i oo 7

ts. Sccond:
50 became increasingly difficul! 5.
Jgh dutics were Imposed on Indian textles s - APersian
where goods are
By the besningof e intecnth cenury. Englah Coeted bt b
made cotton textiles suecessfully ousted Indian goot Jd: also refers to &
irom therr tradiional markets n Aica, America ] 1
rope Thotsands o India were now thrown
oo ployment. e it
English and Europeais companies stopped buying
Indian goods and their agents no longer gave out
“We must starve for food”
n
Our ancesors and we ued t receive atvances fom e Compary iy ourtes
and o gt i by vesting Coms ror amoriments. Ovin 10 our
s
buines e Board of
e and g ordersfor clthes

[ ——
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Sowee 2

“Please publish this in your paper”

One widawed spinmer wrote in 1528 103 Bengali newspaper, Samachar
Darpan.detaling her plight

Tothe Edor, Samacli,

1 spinner. Afer having sufered a great dal  am wrtng this
Jeter. Pless prblh this n-your paper - When i age v - 22
became o

on th venge of starvation God shoved me s wa by
which e could s aurselves. L began o spn on takland charkha

d 0 visit our houses and buy the harkha yarn

s, e two wamen, motherin kv and me, s in

Thous To buyin yarn
Not only thi, if the yarn i snt 0 market i sl ot sold xen a0
one-fourth the old prices

1 do ot know how i happened, 1 ssked many sbout it They
say i il 2 yaro s g Snported o g scal. The weavers
oy that yarn and weave - Peaple cannot ae th clth out of hi
yarm even for o months i o avay

advances to weavers to secure supplies. Distressed

rs wrote petitions (o the government o help them.

Thousant
by spinining cotion

Fead Sources 1 and 2.
What ressons do the

e s gve
for their conditon of
starvation

the very coarse cloths used by the poor people in India

n




ou must have beard of Sholapus in western ndia and
i St emerged as important
Cenres of wean i the late mineteenth comury, Latr

boyeat mported textls and use hand spun and Rand

v con ol became a symbolof ol
e charkh o represent Indi, was put at the
ot o th Sneaiout Mo of e dton Nattoal Condreon

adopted in 1931

ppencd 1o the seavers and spinners who lost their

livelihood? Many became agricultural laborers.

i migrated fo citics n search of work. and yet others
et ot ofthe countey o work I plniains n Arc

s i, Some of thee Bandioon weavers s ound

he new cotton mill that were cstablished in Bombay

o Mumba. Amediad, Shoapor. Nodbur and Kampur

Cottmn it

e firs cotton mill in India was set up as @ spinning mil In
s.x..m.,v i 1854, From the

e up hy Fould gt uppies
of raw material with ease.
P10 ke

ctlon oty coea 1000
ot b Do
b

cx sty
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By 1900, over 54 mills started operating in Bombay.
established by Parsi

‘Smelting - The process  Many of these were and Gujaratt
of obtaining a metal busincssmen who had made their money through trade
from rock (or S0l by with China.

heating it o a very T Mills caime up in other cites t0o. The first mill in
temperature. or of Abmedabad was started in 1561, A year later a mill
melling objects made  was established tn Kanpur, n the United Provinces.

use the metal to make
something new

and Indian factories were called upon (o produce cloth
for military supplics

The sword of Tipu Sultan and

Wootz steel

We begin the story of Indian steel and iron metallursy

i o produced in many hudred of smelting furmaces i
e i ld ot sl Niyore, In hese o was e wilh charcoal
ool Ty ot e and put insde small cay pots. Through an ntrcalc

i o e Korn % control of temperatures the smeliers produced. sieel
N i et e i ingots that were used for sword making not Just n India
o of e handie bt in West and Cenral Asia too. Wootz is an anglicised

7 our pasts -




version of the Kannada word ukku, Teluga hukku and
Tarmil and Malayalam urukku - meaning siecl.
Indian Wootz steel fascinated European scientists

inges
Production of Wootz stecl required a highly specialiscd
technique of refining iron. But iron smelting in India
extremely common il h

smelting was done by men w}
bellows, pumping air that kept the charcoal burning

Why would the fran
and

nawabs and rejss?

cquipment that can

P 13- ron eters f ol
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ro.

P times. A e miber of (e pever worksd the urdecs s

s By the late ninetcenth century, however, the craft

Awidespread of iron smeltng was i decline. In most villages
HiCesp Turnaces fell fnto disuse and the amount of iron
industry produced came down, Why was th

F— i reason was the
el to b ebort . rcad about (Chapter 4. When the coonial government
ndix

od
Tron smeling was at Where could they get iron ore? Defying forest laws,
o time a widspread they often entered the foresis secretly and collected

i e ol e In some arcas the government did grant
Indus, Ganges an 10 the forest. But the iron smelters had to pay a very.
y high tax to the forest department for every furnace

his ome.

g hesps arc ot

Sufficient . suppl
of ore from depons
that no Enrope

By the carly twenticth century, the artisans
producing tron and steel faced a new competiton.

et comiderao




Iron and steel factories come up in India E—
The year was 1904. In the hot month of April. Charles Weld. wate It when

an American geologist and Dorabjl Tata. the eldest son of  Smeliing metal
Jamsetji Tata, were travelling in Chhattisgarh in search of — ot
ron ore deposits. They had spent many months on a costly

But there was a problem. The region was dry and waier —
ry for running the factory - was ot 1o be lound

Rcarby. The Tatas had to continuc their sarch for & marc
Sultable place to sct up their factory. However, the Agarias
Iped 10 the discovery of a source of tron ore that would

ea of forest was cleared on the

s jamshedpur. Here there was water
hear iron ore deposita, The Tata Iron and Stecl Company
(TISCO) that came up began producing steel in 1912.

Pig, 14 he i

TISCO was st up at an opportune tme. All through the N 14 The e fon
late nincteenth century, India was tmporting stecl that was ke e i
manufactured in Britain, Expansion of the raways in India  Subameion. 1040
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iof e

T et the demands o the

Hotcs being b
Sanedpurin 1915

78 our pasts -

had provided a huge market for rails that Britain
fuced. For a long while, British experts n the Indian

Railways were unwilling to believe that good quality

Steel could be produced in India

By the time TISCO was set up the situation was

changing. In 1914 the First World War broke out. Steel

produced in Britain now had (o of

x supply of ral war draged on for several years,

TISCO had to produce shells and cariage wheels for

i was. By 1919 the colonial government was buytng

90 per cent of the steel manufactus wer

tme TISCO became the biggest stecl idustry within the
pir.

i case of tron and stecl, as in the case of cotton
ttis, Industrial expansion oceurred only when British
imports into India declined and the markel for Indian




industrial goods increased. This happened during the
First World War and after. As the nationalist movement

developed and the industrial c me stronger.
the demand lor government proteetion became lout
Struggling to retain s control over India, the Britsh

government had to concede many of these demands in
the last decades of colonial rule.

ELSEWHERE

Early years of industrialisation in Japan

Briish goods, was unwilling 1o support Indian Industrialss.In Japan, the state
encouraged the growth of industries.

“The Meij egime, which assumed power in [opan in 1868, believed that Japan

of measures t0 help industrialisation. Postal services, telegraph, railways, steam

In India colonlal domination created barriers o Industralsation. In Japan the
fear of foreign conquest spurred industrialsation. But this also meant that the

Let’:

vecall Let's wutsm

Imagine you are a

1. What kinds o cloth had a large markel in Europe?  texaie weaver n ate-
nincteenth century
2 Whatis jamdani? India. Textles

produced in Indian
factories are Nooding
‘market, How would
4. Who are the Agaria? you have adjusted to
the situation?

5. Whatis bandanna?
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Fill n the blanks:

(a) The word chintz comes from the word

) Tipu's sword was made of steel
(©) India's textile exports declined in the
century.
Let's Yiscuss

How do the names of different textles tell us about
their histories?
7. Why did the wool and silk producers in England
prolest against the import of Indiar textiles in
the carly eighteenth century?
did the development of cotton industries in
Britain affect textle producers in India?

Why did the Indian iron smelfing industry decline
In the nineteenth century?.

What problems did the Indian textile indusiry face.

in the carly years of s development?

11 What helped TISCO expand steel production during
the First World War?

Let's %

12. Find out about the history of any craft around the
arca you live. You may wish to know abotit th
community of eraflsmen. the changes in the

techniques they use and the markets they supply.

How have these changed in the past 50 years?

- On a map of India, ocate the centres of different

eralts today. Find out when these centres came up.

50 ouR pasTs ~




7 Civilising the “Native”,
Educating the Nation

i

In the earlir chapters you have scen how British rule affcted

introdu e inds
ted. “civlised". and made into what the British
d subjects? The British could fin

y continued to

a
they developed
Indians were to

enquiry we wil also s
o Britsh ideas. and ho

heir own views about how
ted.

In 1783, o person named William Jones
armived i Calcutta. He had an appointment
a5 a funlor Judge at the Supreme Court that
the Company had set up. I addition to being.
an expert in law, Jones was a lingulst. Ho
had studied Greek and Latin at Oxford, knew
French and English, had picked up Arablc
from a friend. and had also learni Persian,
At Caleuta. he began spending many hours
a day with pandits who taught him the

language. & and Fg.1-

t - Somcone
who knows

Studics several
languages




P2 ey Tromas
et

nd s sared i
i,

Madrasa - An Arabic
word for a place of
learning: any type of
school o college

"

poctry. Soon he was studying ancient Indian texts on
law. philosophy. rcligion, politics. morality. arithmetic
medicine and the other seiences.

b this object in view o madrasa was scl up in
Calcutta n 1781 to promote the study of Arabic, Persian
and Tslamic law: and the Hindu




.3 Mot o e g by
s e o Ot
iice it Uhe gt e of Hostngs.

: i e

i cugh 0 e th e of B e

Not all offcials sharcd these views. Many were very
strong in their critcism of the Orientalists.

“Grave errors of the East"

From the early nincteenth century many British offcials

part of the British (o spend so much effort in
encouraging the study of Arabic and Sanskit language
and literature.

T advances
that the West had made. rather than with the poctry
it

g v e o whes B
e N o de e Moty

WISING THE "NATIV

Knowledge of the.
language and culture
of Asta

Munsht - A person who
can read, write and
teach Persian

ular - A term
generally used o refer
o a loc iage or

India, the Briish used
o mark
e between the
local languages of
ay use

‘and
Engish — the language
of the imperial masters.
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P 4-Tromas Babngion

Language of
the wise?

Emphasising the need o
ach Engish, Macaulay

be agrecd on one
point. that the disiects
Commanly  spoken
i th s

Indis, contsin

o
acither Tierary nor
Sieniic informaron,

%0 poor and rude

m

“a_single shelf of a_good
Buropean library was worth the.
whole native iterature of India
and Arabla”. He urged that the
British government in India

sclence and phioso

e a way of civilising people. changing their tastes,
Values and culture,

Following Macaulay's minute, the English Education

mstiutions were scen as “temples.
that were falling of themselves into decay". English
= hools,

i th
European learning, as opposed 1o Oriental

of trade o
the importance of developing the resources of the
« Introducing them to European ways of Ui
would change their tastes and des d create &

demand for British goods. for Indians would begin to
‘appreciate and buy things that were produced in Europe.



Wood's ha A that By I
would improve the moral character of Indians. I wowld — An argument

ke e rathl and honest. and G supply e (o
Company wilh vl servais wh coukd b rusied and 07 European
epended upon. The Ierature of the East v o only Knowledge
b of grave crror. A coukd siso o sl m people 8 L 8
s of dy i a commitment 1 work, 50 oM & oot Depach of 1451
Geveio the kil requires for admmiteston e g

Folloing the 1654 Despatch, several measures were ol those who opposc
introduced by the Britsh. Educatlon departments of  Orienta learning. 1
e govern i 0 extens comrol over sl s

attrs regarding caucation. Sicpa were 4ken 10 ety
Chiabiah a system of wniveray cducation. In 1857, \opuet el
e the i evolt 1 Meeru

and Bombay. Attempls were also made
changes within the system of school education.

Tmagine you are Tuing I the 1850s. You hear of i
Wood's Despatch. Wiite sbout your reactions. Europe. in. short,

7.5 Bombiy Unersity nheinctnthcon
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The demand for moral education

The argument fo pracical ducation was strongly critcsed
by the Cvistan missionaies nndiainthe neteenth cenury.
‘The misionares fl that edocation shovld ttemp 0 mprove
the moral character of the people, and moraity could be
Improved onlythrough Chistian edocaton.

Until 1813, the East India Company was opposed to

misionaryactvies i ndla I feared that missonary acv

would ction amongst the locl population and

mal picous ofBitsh presence in India. Unable to

establsh aninsttution within it <ontroled terrores the
€5 st up  mission at Serampore I an area under

the control ofthe Danish East Inda Company. A pining press
upin 1500 and a college estabshed in 815.

Over the nineteenth century, missionary schools were
set up all over India. After 1857, however, the Britsh
Gosenment nindiawas euctant 1o diecty support misslonary
<ducaton,

B T s
Serompre enen.

g 7 Scranpor Collge o the ks e rer Hooghty s Catut
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What Happened to
the Local Schools?

Do you have any idea of how
Children were fa0ght in pre-
Britian times? Have you cver
wondered whether the went 1
Sehaois? And If there were
Sehots, what happened 1o these
nder Brish rue

Biar. He had been asked by the

o
ot e repor A produeed 1o et e e i

‘dam found that there were ovr 1 lakh pathshalas i e P P
Bengal and B Theee were small Instufons wih o oo g
o ham 20 students sach. But (he f0(al mimber of S e e et
Chiren being aught i thcse . B e
~ over ‘These institutions were set uf wealthy " b paintiogs.

people. or the local community. At times they were started
by & teacher tguru

The system of education was fexibl. Few things that
you assactate wi

poor. Teaching was oral, and
teach. in accord
Students were.
all of them sat together in one place. The guru interacted
Separately with groups of children with different levels
of learning.

Adam discovered that this flexble system was sulted
0 local needs. For nstance., classes were nol held during
harvest time when rural children often worked in the
fclds. The pathshala staried once again when the crops
had been cut and stored. This meant that even children
of peasant familes could study.
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ey

New routines, new rules.
Up to the midnineteenth century. the Company was
concerned primariy with higher education. So ¢ allowed

interference. Afier 1854 the Company decided 1o
rove the system of vernacular education. I el that
this could be done by Introducing order within the

sing routines, establishing rules, ensurng

How was his o be donc? What measurcs did
the Company underake? It appointed o number of
sovernment pandis. each in o i ofoldng e four

is. of the s o viit he

ke ording to  regular i ing
 based on textbooks and learning was
o be tested through a sysiem of anm

e e bl
peope. Aurobindo Ghose
ot o e

0 pay e e attend
classes. (it on flca sats. and obes {he new Tuics
of discipt

Patnshalas which accepted the new rules were
supportdthrough govermment grants. Those who were
umiling to work wihin the new system received no
overnment supporl, Over time gurus who wanted to

overnment aided and regulated pathshalas.
ew rules and Foutines had another consequence.
In the earlir system children from poor peasant families

as cvidence of the Jack of desie to learn.

The Agenda for a National Education

wi
Impressed with the developments in Europe. some

b p—
Coploymen: aer g e
ool

5

i They irged e ria o apen more s,
colleges and universities, and spend more money ol
Bucation. You will rcad about sme of these efors in



Chapter 9. There were other Indians. however, who

reacied against Western cducation. Mahatma Gandhi

and Rabindranath Tagore were two such individuals.
Let 1 look at what they had o say

“English education has enslaved us™

Mahatma Gandhi argued that colonial education created

a sense of inferforty In the minds of Indians. It made
them see Western civlisation as superior. and desiroyed
the pride 0 i own cul re
poison in this educ fabatma Gandhi. it was.
Sinful. i ensiaved India an evil spell on therm.
Charmed by the West. appreciating cverything that
came from the Indians cducated in these
Institutions bey i British rule. Maat
bt wanted. that could help Indians.
recover ther and self respect. Durng
the natio it he urged students to leave
tucational fer to show to the British
that Indians were no longer willing to be cnslaved
andhi strongly el that Indian langs
» e teaching. Education in
English crippled Indians. distanced them from thelr
‘al surroundings. and made them “strangers in
lands". Speaking 4 forelgn tongue. despising

thetr own lands

ocal culure. the English educated did not kaow how

« 10 the masses.

Western cducation. Mahatina Gandhi said, focused P 10-Hahatna Gandidorg

on reading and writing rather than oral Knowledde: R g ot s

it valued textbooks rather than lived experience and o giis o ke, 1940
wiedge. He

and their capacity 1o
understand.
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Do o
U ———
e ht ope s

eracy in itself is not education”

e
By educaiion 1 mean an allround drawing out of
chebes i chid and i body, il an spi
Lieracy ot the nd ofeducation sor even the
beginming, 1t i anly one of the means whercby
o can b ot Lscracy i ol
enoceducation | woukd therelrc beginthe chids
education by eschin ol bandicrat nd

Sbling it 10 produce from the moment & begins

i .| ol tht he highes evelopment

he mind an the sou s possile under such a
System of education. Only every andicraf i o
e aught ot merely mechanically s done today
o scienically. . he chid shoukd know the
iy and the wherelore of cvry process

TheCalltd Worksof Mot G ek 72570

As nationalist sentiments spread, other thinkers

also began thinking of a system of national education

Wwhich would be radically diflerent from that set up.

the British.

Tagore's “abode of peace”

Many of you may have heard of Santinketan. Do you

Know why it was established and by whom?
Rabindranath Tagore staried the institution in 1901,

As a child. Tagore hated going to school. He found
it suffocating and oppressive. The school appearcd
ke a prison. for never do wha he fel like
oing. So while other children
listened to the teacher, Tagore's

ind would wander aw:

thoughts and desires. Tagore felt



that childhood ought (o be a time of selflearning, outside the
1 and restricting discipline of the schooling system set up
.

ha
help the child develop her curlosy. ng.
e existing sehor ‘he natural destre of the
o be creative, her sense of wonder

Tagore was of the view that creative learning could be
encouraged only within a natural environment So he chose
ool 100 kilometres away
rmony with nature, children could cultvate.

In many senses Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi thought about
lucation i similar ways. There were. however. diferences

i saw as the best within Indian

tan tradition. He emphasised
the need o feach seience and technology at Santiniketan.
and dance.
Many individusls and thinkers were thus thinking sbout
the way a national cducational system could be fashioned.
@ wanicd changes within the system set up by the Brtish.
and fel that the system could be extended 5o as (© include
wider sections of people. Others urged that aliernative systems
be created 5o that people were educated o 2 culture that
tfine what was fruly national?>
he debate about wha this “national education” ought 1o be
continued ll afer independence.

Pl 12-Crtien i
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ELSEWHERE

Education as a civilising mission

e
Child b

Church

One of the most important educational thinkers of the period was Thomas Amold,

had a detaled sudy o the written 2,000
‘yeors caror,hesaid:
years ago..
Canyousugges

poorin England and of the"natives*In the colonies”

Let's vecall

—
witness (0 a debate 1. Mateh the following:

William Jones

Wiite a page on the.

Smeapsmode bt

Thomas Macaulay

Mahatma Gandhi

Phshalas

promotion of English
&

respect for anclent cultures

quns

learning in a natural
environment

eritcal of English education



2. Statc whether truc or falsc:
@) James Mill was a severe eriic of the Orientalists.
b) The 1854 Despatch on education was i favour

of English being introduced as a medium of higher
India,

) Mahatma Gandni thought that promotion of
Iiteracy was the most important aim of ducation.

) Rabindranath Tagore felt that children ought to
be subjected to stret discipline.

Let's Yiscass

3. Why did William Jones fecl the necd to study Indian
histary. philosophy and law?

4. Why did James Mill aind Thomas Macaulay hink
that European education was essential in India?

5. Why did Mahatma Gandhi want {6 teéch children
handicrafts?

6. Why did Mahatma Gandhi hivk that English
education had enslaved Indians?

Let's %0

Find out from your grandparents about wha they
studied in school,

Find out about the history ofyour school r any other
school in the arca you live.
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Women, Caste and
Reform

Have you ever thought of how children lived about two
hundred years ago? Nowadays most gils from middle class
familics 0 to school, and often study with boys. On groving
up. many of them g 10 colleges and universites. and take
up jobs after thal. They have (o be adults beore they
are legally married, and according (o law. they can marry
anyone they ke, from any caste

n remarry too. Al women. I

widows were praised il they
burning themselves on the funeral pyre of
‘Worme who dicd in this maner, whether

Pl 1St painediy  chose death by

Bl 1315 heir husbands,
s o pamted by he o o

et o he Et.



Diffrences between men and women were ot the

3

inds where upper castes bathed. They were seen as.

nferior human be

Over the ninetcenth and twentieth centuris, many

of these normys and perceptions slowly changed. Let us
jow this happened.

Working Towards Change
From the carly nieteenth cntury. we lnd debtes and
it sl cusams

discussions about s0c ms and practices taking on
One important reason for (his was
e forms of commuication. For th

linked 1o movements for social chany
debates were ofen nifated by Indian reformers
5. One such refon

persuading people 10 give up old practices and adopt a
new way of It
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P2 o R oy
it g R e 1539

Rammobun Roy was keen to spread the knowlede
of Western education i the country and bring about

dom
‘and not allowed o move out and become educated
Changing the lives of widows

mmohun Roy was particularly moved by the problems
widows faced in their lives. He began a campaign
ainst the practice of sat

Rammobun well versed in Sans

By

Chapter 7. mi ais

criticise Indian traditions and customs. They were
fore more than wilin

that ‘helr point of view. The
that the practice as It existed al present was against
early tradition.

P m—
et

s form of g
o il vt




“We first tie them down to the pile”

Rammobun Roy published many pamphicts o spread b
deas. Some o these were writen a3 dhalogue between the
‘advocate and critc of a traditionsl practice. Here 1 one
Such disloguc on sa

oF AT
Women are by nature of infrior understanding,
withaut resolaton, wnworthy of st - Many of
e, on he deah of their husbands,becorne desirons
of accompanying them: bt 1o remon vers chance
o heir thying to escape Trom the biving fir. in
burning them we frt the them down 0 he il

* v Tris argument was
OPPONENT OF SATI iaking place more

Whe did yon ever afford them

2 i opporturity of
anural capaciy? How then can

o endersindin

dvisdon,

comprehend or reain what basbeen taoflt Bl
may consider him 45 deficient, but 3 Yo do ot
educa women how can yu e them s feror:

the views changed?

For nstance, one of the most famous reformers,
Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar. used the ancs
Suggest that widows could remarry. His suges
adopied by Britih oficals, and & law was passed in
1856 permitting widow remarriage. Those who were
againsl the remarriage of widows opposed Vidyasagar.
ed him,

By the sccond half of the nincteenth century. the

movement in favour of widow remarriage spread to other

. the. mumber of widows who actuall remarricd 7. - Sewrs Bt
remained low. Those who married were not easily et

aceepted n Socity and. conservative @roups contimed D el e v S
o appose he new law, e
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6 Students o Hind
i Velay. 1875

Girls begin going to school
Many of the reformers felt that cducation for girls was
necessary In order (o improve the condition of women.

agar in Calcutta and many other reformer
in Bombay set up schools for girls. When the first
ehaols were opened in the mid-nineteenth century,
many ere afraid of them. They feared that

rol
Secrety leamed to read and write i the fickering light
a Hight.

In the latter part of the century, schools for girls
were established by the Arva Samaj in Punjab. and
shira

management i a language they could understand.
‘Women write about
From the early twentieth

Muslim_ women
ke the Begums of Bhopal

women. They founded a
primary school for girls at
Algarh, Another remarka!

. Begum Rokeya

schools for Mushim irls in
Patna and Calcutta. She



rs of every fath accorded an inferior

was a fearless eritic of conservative ideas, arguing
that religious leade

ara n cducates
home at Poona, published a book. Siripurushiuina.
seen Women and Mer), crtiising

the social differences between men and worer.

Oncea woman's

husband has died.
her book,

Stripurushiuina
Tarabai Shinde wrote

wouau's life
o her s oure
yous 165 a8 i

. Necdless to say, all this more
T ks than alarmed the orthodos. For
nstance, many Hindu natonalists

eIt that Hindu women were adoping Western ways
that this would corrupt Hindu culture and erode fa
values. Orthodox Muslims were also worried about

EH

Independence. o they asked
to concentrate on the anti-British struggles,

hatsinstore
= The barber

o shave all
the carly and b

ps
010
these
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Law against child marriage

Wit the growth of women's arganisations

over 30 s cont o s n i s e o
heage 01157

Caste and Social Reform

of the social reformers we have been discussing
also criticised caste Inequalities. Rammohun Roy
translated an old Buddhist fext that was eritical of

ings.
reformers would violate caste taboos on ood and tovch,
in an eflor to gt rid of the hold of caste prejudice in

There were also others who questioned the injustices
the

cities. There was work in the
up. and jobs in municipalities. You have read about
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the expansion of cities in
Chapter 6. Think of the new
demand:

emands of labour this
created. Drains had to be
Gug. roads laid, buildings
constructed, and  citics
Jeaned. This required coolcs,
iggers. carriers, bricklayers.

began moving 1o (he cities where there was  new P 9 colie ship.
Tor i

demand for
i Assam, Mauritius, Trinidad and

went

Indonesia. Wor
the new locations was often very hard. But the poor.
o castes. saw t

the people from I
{0 gt away lrom the oppresive he
landowners cxerciscd over their
humiliation they sulered.

ki Thiscoole s - named John

Who could produce shoes?
Leath

rkers have been traditionally held in
c with dead anim:

oes. S0 they could ask

forhighprices and gain impressive profi.

P, 10 - Madtgas maling shoes, ieteeritcenay

Mg were an portant untochabiecaste of
Prest day Andhr Prades, They wee xpera st
Cleaning i, g them 0 1, and sewing

iy

wer to0. The army, for nstance.
offered opportunities. A mumi ar people. who
were regarded as untouchable, found fobs in the Mahar
Re er of B.R. Ambedar, the leader of

the Dalit movement, taught at an army school

WOMEN, CASTE AND REFORM

an OPPOFUNIY L A
old that upper-caste L. Mo of s s
lives and the daily  were om o cusis



fo0m where upper-caste

magine that vou are
one of th students

R ———
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o 11
Diblasaboured o uppe caste landoners, culivaing their
ek and working o & it of i ob at the o ovse

Demands for equality and justice

organising movements against caste discrimination, and
demanded social equality and Justce

‘The Satnami movement in Central India was founded
by Ghasidas who worked among the leathervorkers and

o impr il status,
In'castern Bengal, Haridas Thakurs Matua k

among Chandala cultivators. Haridas questioncd
ahmanical o Supported the caste syst

o from Eshava caste,

Shi N ed the ideals of unity for
s people. He argued agalnst (reating people unequally
o he basis of caste dillerences. According 1o him. all

amang the subordinate castes



nost vocal amongst the “low-caste” leaders.

Phule clatmed that before Aryan e there existed o PG. 18~ Jtv Pule
olden age when warrlor-peasants tlled the Jand and
Fuled the Maratha countryside i just and fair ways.

e proposed that Shudras (abouring castes) and
At Shudras (untouchables) should unite 1o challenge
-aste discrimination. The Saiyashodhak Samaj. an

assoctation Phule founded, propagated caste equailly.

sawse 3
Me here and you over there”
Phue was aho ciical of the amt-colonal ntionalim that was
preached by upper-case lexders. He wrore
The Brahmans have hidden away the sword of ther
elgion which s cut the hroat of the peoples prosperiy
S o 0 abowtposing 4 res pasdrof ek country.
They - give tis advice 10 our Shudra, Musim and
Par youth that kst we vy all arseling gt
disons between high and ow in our Careflly
by progess - 1t wil be unity 0 seve heir purposc,
2 the . il b e here and you over here g

ourscives about thed

ere s
i P, The Clivtrs Whipord

In 1873, Phule wrote a book named Gulamgirt.

of slavery in America. Phule dedicated his book to all
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“Wearealso
human beings”

In 1927, Ambedar s

We now ant 10 o t0
the Tankonly toprove
e

Jrgove

of cascsm,

Pla. 14 e g 0 e
Mty
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those Americans who had fought to free slaves. thus
establishing  link between the conditions of the
“lower” castes in India and the black slaves in
America.

As this cxample shows, Phule cxtended his
critctsm of th

maswamy Nalcker in the sout
Who could enter tem;
Ambediar

iples?
was born fnto a Mahar family. As a child

three such movements
for temple entry between 1927 and 1935,

aim was o make e the.
power of caste prejudices within sociely.



The Non-Brahman movement
In the early twentieth century. the non-Brahman

movement started. The nitiative came from those
non Brahman castes that had S

th and ) ey argued that
Brahmans were heirs of Aryan invaders fror
north who had conquered southern lands from
the original inhabitants o the region - the indigenous
Dravidian races. They also challenged Brahmanical
claims to paer.

E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker, or Perivar, as he
was called. came from a middle-class family

1. 18- £V sy

Periyar on women

el of
‘ssiciation with
e

Sanctified by sertptures. D r | important movement
caste continucd beyond the colonial period and are | 8ganst casto in colorial
Stll gotng on n our own times. times?
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Organising for reform

The BrahmoSama)
“The Brahmo Sama,formed n 1830, proibtedal forms of idlatry andsacifice,

Hindulsmand Chrstaniy - lookingat thel negative and

positve dimensions.
2io and Young Bengal

Henry Louis Vivian Derozio, a eacher at Hindu College, Calcuta, i the

radiion and custom, demanded educationfor women and campaigned for

thefreedom of thoughtand expression. i e

Named ater Ramakrishna Paramhansa, Swami Vivekananda's gur, the

and sefless acton

el founded modern autlook and spread them allover the world, Afer
earing him n the World Parliament of Rellgions at Chicago in 1855, the

|79 8 scan | Ghlosophy on a bl scle. But his mission was not smpy to tlk of
eligon. his
country men. eved
His
Therel
and a source of strength for the future’
e prarthana Sam;
Establhed i 1867 at Bombay bolish
hid andend
relgious meetings drew upon Hind, Buddhist and Chrisian texts.
“The Veda samaj
1864, the Veda sama) I
“They condemned
Hinduem,
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“The Aligarh Movement
The Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental Callege, founded by Sayyid Ahmed
Khan in 1875 at Allgarh, later became the Algarh Msim Universty.

Muslins. Th Aliarh Movement, 53 was known, had an enarmous impact
inthe are of ecucationa reform.

e
H
H

education among the Sikhs, often
combining modern instruction with
Sikhteachings.

ELSEWHERE

Black slaves and white planters

of slavery?
From the time that European explorers and traders landed In Afrca in the.

from Aftica o America, sold to white planters, and made o work on cotton and
in n the plant

ong g
‘and whipped and toriured

Many people white and black, opposed

‘American Revolutlon of 1776, exhariing:
E rtion, American

un ur own language?” I his
moving Get

tysburg . ‘Abraham
Lincoln held that those who had fought
slavery had done 50 for the cause of
democtacy. He urged the people o siive

for racial quality so that “government

of the people, by the people, for the
Flg. 21 - Save S Soun Caron, s, PP Shollnotpeis fom th carth”.
Here o e e s i Ao

wow

107



Lets inmagi Let's vecall

P —
e e shant | Famman oy

Sy ks D Samert

TE ey DevnandSarean

e o e—re

e e el

s o

ey

et

@ R ot ull support from all scctions of
the people of the country.

@) The Child Marriage Restraint Act was passed
nls20.

Let's iscuss

laws?

4. What were the different reasons people had for not sending girs (o
school?

Would some people have supported them (007 I so. for what reasons?

I the Britsh period, what new opporturitics opencd up for people who
came from castes that were regarded a5 -ow?

How did Jy
in society?

free slaves?

‘movement? Did thelr criicism help the national struggle in any way?
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The Making of the National
Movement: 1870s--1947

I the previous chapters w fave lonked at ot

“The British conquest of teritoris, and takeover  Gut nda noon

of kingdoms

Introduction of new laws snd administrative

institutions

Changes in the lives of peasants and tribals

Educational changes in the nineteenth century.

Debates regarding the condition of women

Challenges to the cas

‘Social and religious reform

‘The revolt of 1857 and its aftermath

“The decline of crafts and growth of indusires
the basis of what you have read about these
do you think Indians were discontented with

British rule? I o, how were different groups and classes.

dissatisiied?

system

cesanaas



interference

110 ouR pasTs -

The Emergence of Nationalism
mentioned developments led the peopl 1o




The need for an allIndia organisation of educated
‘Publicist - Someonc

s i becn Tl i 1850, bt the v B S

%l by circulating

g5 ormation, wriing

met at Bombay
adership — Dadabhal Naoroji. Pherozeshal <00
o) tings

part in bringing Indians fron.
e various. regons together.
Who did the Congress
seek to speak for?
Avevspaper, The Indinn Mirtor,wotein Jamuary 1886
The First Natial Congresa Bombay . h ieus
o uare Partament o ourcounty daribiend 1

Badrodin Tyabj addressed the Gongress as Prsident
87 thus

this Congress i composed of the representatives. ot
of any one s or commmunity of Indi, bt of i he
iflerent communiicsof Indis.

2 D Naoron
aortra bok Py ant
Anation in the making s
I has often been said that the Congress in the frst & mpecs o B e
twenty years was “moderate” in s objectives and

methods. During this period it demanded a greater volce.
for Indians in the govern d in administration.
It wanted the Legislative Councils (o be made more
epresentative, given me 14 introduced in

>
hone existed. It demanded that Indians
From the boginning the
be placed in high posiions in the governmen. For this | Lo 18 PEORANG
ak 1

purpose it called for civl scrviee examinations (o be s
held 0 India a5 well. ot Just 1n

“The demand for Indianisation of the administration
was part of & movement agains! racisim, since st | Shones 10 o so7

important jobs at the time were monopolised by white
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Repeal - To undo law:
o offically end the

validity of something
s a daw.

In pursuit of gold
Thi s what  Moderte

teader, Dinshiw Wacha,
‘wrote to Noovaf i 1887

emain busy in
pursit of gold_ can
the progreas of the

offcats, and the Brtish generally assumed that Indians
could riol be given positions of responsibility. Since
Briish officers were sending & major part of the

salarics

s increase revene had tmpovers
indars, and exportsof gratns o Europe
“The Congress demanded

I of the educated clie. the Congress

s to different parts
i opinion. They felt
e ideals of frecdom
and justie, and so they would accept the Just demands

of Indians. What was necessary, therelore. was to

comment highlight?

112 ouR pasTs -

of the feclings of Indians.
“Freedom is our z-

By the 18905 many Indians began to raise questions
about the political style of the Congress. n

Lajpat Rat
c more radical objectives

Jogan. “Freedom is my
birthright and I shall have 1t



In 1905 Viceroy Curzon partitioned
Bengal. At that tme Bengal was the

i
ineluded Bihar and parts of
British argued for diiding Bengal for
reasons venience. But

and to spit the Bengai people
“The partiton of Bengal infuriated people

all over India. All sections of the Congress

= thie Moderates and the Radicals. as

they may be called - opposed it. Large

public meetings and demonsirations were

organised and novel methods of mass protest. developed. 7@ 8- Balganondr Tiak

The struggle that unfolded came 10 be known as the Notie scvmpuper

Swadeshi movement, strongest in Bengal but with st es o the e Kesri

e Andl

cehocs clscwhere 100 Andhra for matanee, el nempspsdtcity
. overment

o on o the
Srongeat e of B e

.4~ Thousads oied th demnsrationsdusng the Sdeshimement
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“The Swadeshi movement sought (o oppose British
rule and encourage the ideas of sell help, swadesh

also began to suggest
at re lence" would be necessary to

would be clected by Muslim vofers.

[T Er— This tempted poliicians (o garher a Tollowing by
s o b he disEbIng Tvours o ther own religious groups.
msone e eane e ycamwi, the Congress split i 1907. The Mod

chihe il o Wk e ere opposed 1o the tse of boyeott. They felt that 1
e s ot member of Iovolved the use of force. Aftr the SpIt the Congress

et came 1o be dommated by the Moderaies with Thakcs
Tolowers Tunctioning from outside. The two groups
teunited 1 December 1915, Next year the Congrevs
and the Muslim League sighed the historic Lucknow
N e Pt amd dekded fowork gt o represniaine
The use of violence to L g <4
make 3 radical change ot
Within soqery " The Growth of Mass Nationalism
Alter 1919 the strugele against Britsh rule gradually
Council - An appointed  pecame a mass movement. involving peasants, tribals,
or clected body of PeOple st and women n Jarée mumbers and occasionally
with an administrative,  faciory workers as well. Certain business groups too
Iisory OF FEPRESEINAING  began Lo actively support the Congres i the 19205
function ringic

The First World War altered the cconomic and

expenditure and the deman
o mon people. On . business
D> s from the war. A% you
Find out which countres |  Eroeb” ! Sty
ecesas e rial goods Joth, rails and c
= decline of mports from other countries o India. So
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indin indstrcscxpanded doring he v, and Indian
business groups began (o demand greater opportunities
for deveiopment

e alad the Bt 1o cxpand ther ey
Villages were presuried o suply sodiersfor an allen

e, A arge mumber of sodiers were e e
abroad. Many returned aiter the war with an
undersianding o the vays i which imperal o pows
were cxploitng the peoples rica and with
2 s 1o oppose colonial ruie In Inda

Furthermore, n 1917 there was o reoution in
Russia. News about and workers' strugales.
it i et socialon cireutated widly: tnopiing
Indian nationalists.

The advent of Mahatma Gan
I in hese crcumstances (it Matima Gandhi
i

mass leader. As you may.
e T . 1915 oo Sowth At
Having led Indians in that cou, non-violent
marches against racist restrictions. he was already
n
b

nels and the overal Stuation. His

P —
e i, i A

in 1495, dong it

e Coies

S mmm e

e o
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Find out sbout the
Jnlianwala Bagh

oy committed?

interventions were in local movemens in Champaran,
Kheda and ad where he came into contact with
Rajendra Prasad and Vallabhbhai Patel In Al
b led & successful millworkers strke in 1918,
Let 11 now focus in some detail on the movements
organised between 1919 and 1922.
In 1919 Gandhiji gave a call for & saagraha against
the Rowlat Act that the British had just passed. The
Act curbed fundamental rights such as the freedom o
powers. Mahatma
iah and others el that the

6 April 1915 as a day of non-vilent oppositon o this Act,
s a day of “humilition and prayer” and hartal(strike).

jent

J T ——
e Generl D gene o on
agatterngoipeic
e el e g o e

granted by the British
Crown for exceptional
personal achievement or
public service
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The Rowlatt Satyagraha turned oul 10 be the first
all-India struggle against the British government
cities. In Apri 1919

about the ma.

acre. Rabindranath Tagore express
the pain and anger of the country by renouncing his
hthood.



During the Rowlatt Satyagraha the participants tricd
that Hinchus and Muslims were united in the

and those e was
and Muslims support each other fn any just cause.

Khilafat agitation and the Non-Cooperation
Movement

The Khilafat fssuc was one such cause. In 1920 the
Brtish tmposed a b

ountry were on the brink of a formidable revoll

People’s initiative
In many cases people resisted Brtish rule non violenly.
In others, different classes and groups. interpreting

fec. They were protesting because the colonial state

The eternal law

of suffering
What @id Mahama
Gandli mean by ahimée

could ahimsa become
the bavis of struggle?
This is what Gandhijs
i

Non-vilence comes
o us through dving
so0d  continually

Piket - People protesting
outside a building or
shop to prevent others
from entering

THE MAKING OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT: 157051947 117



Mahants - Religous
functionarics of Sikh
gurdwaras

iegal ~ Forctble
and unlawful throwing

out of tenants from the

ta t

P8 Apopuir epresencaion
i o
In popular mages oo Mabatma
G e e shown 2  dnine

had restricted their use of forest resources in
ways. They believed that

In Punjab, the Akall agitation of the Sikhs sough to
remove corrupt mahants - supparted by the Britsh -

reference 1o Krishna was substituted by “Gandhi Raja

‘The people’s Mahatma.
abve that sometimes people

i o o i .
i s e e e
e
St te Brin

118 ouR pasTs -

We can sce from the aby
thought of Gandhifi s a kind of messtah. as someone
who could F

‘Gandnyi wished to buld clas unity. ot ciass conflcr,
yet peasants could imagine that he would help then
in their fight against zamindars, and agricultural
labourers belleved he would provide them land. At

Conform to Gandhian



“Itwas he who got bedakhli
stopped in Pratapgarh”

The following i an extrac
Kisan mover

Trom a CID report on the
ment i Al . |

Jad s iy 192

The currency which M. Gandhis name has
acquired even i he rmois llages s stonishing:
o one cems o know quite who or what he i
but i s an accepi

Fof s being angomisic to Garernment,
bt only 0 the samindars . We are for Gandhij
e Sarkar

do you thik they
in’ favour of Gandhii?

happenings of 1022-1920
Mahatma Gandhi.

1922 2
se palice station In Chauri Chaura, Twenty-
two policemen were killed on that day. The peasan
were provoked because the police had fired on thelr
peaceful demonstration,

on ation movement was over.
Gandhiis followers siressed that the Congress must
undertake constrictive work n the rural areas. Other
leaders such as Chitta Ranjan Das and Motilal Nehru
argued that the party should fight elections (0 the
conncils and cnter them in order to influence
government policies. Through sincere social work in
villages in the mid 1920, the G

At e e,

Bhagat Singh 100 was active n this perod.  Canpersion Movtatn:
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Plg. 10 Demositaors opose he Simon Commisso

e v st s et i o syt -Sv G Bl

P 1Bt
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The decade closed with the Congress resolving
o fight for Purna Swara) (complete independence)
in 1929 under the presidentship of Jawsharlal Nehru.
Consequently. “Indej
26 January 1930

Ittakes a loud voice to make the deaf hear.
\nquilab Zindabad I

Revolutionary nationalsts such s BhagatSngh, ChandraShekhar
Azad, Sukirdewand others wanted o fightagait the colonal e
and the ich explorting casses through a revoluton of workers
and peasants. For i purpose they founded the Hindustan Socalst
Republican Associaton (45RA) 1928 at Ferozeshah Kot n Dl

mber, 1528, Bhagat Singh, Azad and Rajgury
assassinated Saunders,a poiceoffcer who was involved In the
Tath charge that ha caused the death of Laa Lo Rl

Bhagat Singh, Sukhdey and Rajguru were executed on March
23,1031. Bhagat Singh's ageat tat time was only 23



The March to Dandi

of our food. The Salt March related

the gencral desire of freedom (o a speciic
vance shared by everybody. ant

i e the rich and the por.

Gandhiji and his followers marched
for over 240 miles from Sabarmati to

and boiling sea water 1o produce salt.

.12 Nahatn G reaking e
sl by kg p . n of et
Dt Ay 1530

Women in the freedom struggle: Ambabai from Karnataka

and old, single and marred, they came from rural and urban areas, from both

Strugge,for the women's movement, and for themselves personaly.

‘overnance ofndia,and it ould pave the way or equay with men.

forean cloth and lluor shops i Udip. She was arrested, served a sntence and

becatse they ave ¢ new purpose and commitment

Join the movement.
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i G, ot 151

support the Brtish war

and women partctpated

roudh bral ncton againet

overn:
pmvlndll Icgietaturcs in 1
ove

that India be granted independence after the war.

Congress

minisirics e

Soweas

jgned in protest

& federat
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Veer

B Moha

Lakhan Nayak was hanged

mmed, presdent o the Nabrangpur

Congress, Orissa i the 19305,

@legen
s hangs

Nay
cxctud
i

e g ston
lice Tiring at Paparandi in
» did humﬂu rom
% injured, Mlore than &

T ver e Koo «mrm Several
akha

hot or exccuted. Veer Likban Nayal
bl e et pen

el s, s ot worried about being
(ml\ sad that he wauld not lve to sce

graha many

i \(()hamw 0 bl 20000 pople 0 join
sl

Second Wo

and served o

agnins the

c par Lo
i .m. e i
o




T —

Demansrators clshed wit
e paes e Many

Bose and the INA|

Quit India and Later
Mahatma Gandhi decided to nitiate a new phase of

. the Dritish in the middle of the
War. The British must quit India

g 15 suhas Crandrasose

s
| e e gy [
I o, e e S L Pty A il mtonalt,

. though

reas (e people set up Ulelr own governments.  respected him a5 the

ofthe Britsh was severe re “Father of the Nation” In

By the end of 1943 over 90,000 people were arrested, and  January 1941, he secrety
a e Inpoie ring In many areas rders 1R Gl e, wer
were given to machine-gun crowds from airplanes. The 10SIngapore, via Germany,
and rased the Azad Hind

rbellion, however,limately brought the Raj o s knces, 216 Psed the Azad Hind
endence and Pastition Army (NA). To free India

e sl Len from Biish cotol, n 1944,

¢ INA tried to- ente

Meanwhile in 1940 the. gue had moved a
resolution demanding “Independen States” for Muslims.
i the norh-western and castern areas of the country.
‘The resolution did not mention partition or Pakistan.
Why did the League ask for an autonomous arrangement
for the Muslims of the subcontinent’

From the late 1930s. the League began viewing  country, fom all walks of
the Musiims as a separate “nation” from the Hin
In developing this notion it may have been influenced  Movement against the

Muslim groups in the 19205 and 1930s. More
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o i o ontee .

P 17~ Chaleraert Ragopelochart

o Compeas m 1831
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Pa. 20 ot et
ot Carchbeore
ooy b
G diciple.a Congrens
N i et o
e ndis ecomamy and plny.

importanily. the provincial lections of 1937 seemed (o
have convinced vere o

e convinced the League that M wer
minority, and they would always have s
fddle in any democratic structure. 1t feared that
slims may unrepresented. The Congress's
rejecton of the s desire to form & Joint Congress:
aguc government i the United Provinces in 193
also annoy

ss' flure to mobilise the Muslim
in the 19308 allowed the Lea,

Mushim, The Congress coukd o accept this claim since —
anke rber of Muslims Sill supportd 1. o o
Electons (0 the provinces were g he ot st

e Congress did wll i dne “Genera” constituencles | Poee s s

e a cueneles | et s o

In March 1946 the Brdish cabinet sent a three-member | Kian. e woe th fnmier
e Kt Kt o,

S powerul on-vient
nivement amon the P
o provine. Badehah

speeifc details of the proposal. Parition now became.
re or less inevitable

THE MAKING OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT: 157051947 125




After the

Many hundred thousand peopl

Sher oo

Pakistan h
County' indeperadence from Briah ule came fied i
the pain and violence of Partition.

Nationalism in Africa: The case of Ghana.
o o nintent, and bty entietrgentriswinemed the e f patonotn
‘many Afro-Asian countries. In many of fhese, notionalism arose
aniclonial e for mdependence
e “Chies”

f the forin pover, Alemarly, s elcing Abenos i caah in e
leigaures. At

S Vo Wt o ot oe e oo g oo e o

In 1957, Ghana,Known unl e s i Gold Cos ecame the st b S

Affici ounty 1 gain ndepenanca. To fsedom, Fovernt s 4057 Kvame

in 1951

1oty o P ool iy, I oppoed e exi psn 1 which the
i e b et s s e o e e Mg

I pressd the Brtish t0 grant a legilature that contained no nominated or special

beldn 195 T ConvonionPopl, oty v thes, s pving he v fo o
an independent nation under
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Let's vecall

- peopl dissaisied wih British e 7 tmagine that you e
it imvoived in the ndian
2. Who i the Inan National Congress wish o hasonel movement
‘speak for? of this chapter, briefly
3. What economic impact did the First World War discuss your preferred
lmve on India? »‘ ‘methods of struggl
o o o
4. What i the Mt Leage resoluton o 1990 e
e

Let's %iscuss
5. Who were the Moderates? How did they propose to
struggle against Briish rule?

6. How was the polities o the Radicals within the.
‘Congress different from tha of the Moderates?

Discuss the various forms thaf the Non Cooperatior
Movement ook ditererhoheadk Gy d
e people u

Why did Gandhii choose (6 break the saltlaw?

Discuss those developments of the 1937-47 period
that led to the creation of Pakistan.

Let's %

10. Fndouthow the atonal movement vas organised
inyour ly.dis or state, Who participated
i and o 1ed 62 Wit 1 the movement
your area achieve?

 more about the life and work of any wo
Pav cipantsor eaders ofthe nadonal mvement
Yo

hoose a person ot mentioned in this chapter
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India After Independence

A New and Divided Nation

When India became independent in August 1947. it

adopt a political system that would best serve the hopes
‘and expeciations of s population,

Pl 1. Mt Gt ashes eing ersc i Al Febrcry 1945




India’s population in 1947 was large. almost 345
millon. 1was alo divided. There were dvisons (L Cm TR

future of India

litle access to education or healih care. Clearly. the
new nation had to lf s masses ot of poverty by
increasing the productivity of agriculture and by
promoting new, job-creating industres.

Unity and development had (o go hand in hand. If

not healed. they could result in vielent and costly
contict castes Nghting with low casies, Hindus
with Muslims and 50 on. At the sar i the fruits
of cconomic development did ot reach the broad masses
of the population. it could create fresh divisions - for

b veen citics

‘and the countryside. between regions of India that were
prosperous and regions that lagged behind.

A Constitution is Written

[
‘discussions resulted
 the Indian Constitution, which came.
26 January 1950.

Franchise - The right to
vote

In'other countries. such as the United Kingdom and
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P2 st o the United States, this ight had been granted in stages
ichgheesobion s First only men of property had the vote, Then men who
ol were educated were also added on. Working class me

e et

prvate sector, the same rights before the law.
At Constiut ¢ ofered
spectal privileges fo the poorest and most disadvantaged
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a2 “slur and a blot” on the

Indians. The practice of untouchability, described
“fair name of India”

argued. it was 0
responsible for the Harjlans “being unfit today”.
Addressing his more privileged colleagues.
Khandekar said:

re suppresse for thousands of years

‘The Constituent Assembly spent many days.
discussing the powers of the central government

rong Centre. 1t was
a in a positon 1o think and plan
for the well-being of the country as a whole”, Other.
members felt that the provinces should have
greater autonomy and freedom. A member from
Mysore feared that under the present systom
“democracy s centred in Delhi and 1t i o allowed

o work in the same sense and spirit in the rest of
the country”, A member from Madras insisted that

We must give them
security and rights

Ner wrote in o letter 1o
the Chif Minister of sates:

“non-Abitim ther,
ave got o deal v

emacratc S

imagine 3 conversation
betwsen and s0n
i 8 Mustim famiy. Afs
Partton, the son

et out
what each would say.
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Pg. 53 Anbediar
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“the initial responsibilty for the
well-being of the people of the
provinces should rest with the
Provincial Governments”

The Constitution sought 1o
balance these competing claims by
providing three. ubjects: a
Union List, with subjects such as

nce and f
uld be the cxclusive

major debate in the

nequ . or between
upper and lower castes. With the new Constitution, he
ging to enter into a life of contradictions. In

politis we will have equality and in soctal and
economic lfe we will have inequality. In polities



we will be recognising the principle of one

an ind one value. In our social and
cconomie life. we shall, by reason of our social
and cconamie structure. continue to deny the
prnciple of one man one value.

How were States to be Formed?

Hindus and Muslims, Could the country afford further

D Prime Minister Nebru and Deputy Prime
Minister Vallabhbhai Patel were against the creation
of linguistic states. After the Partition, Nehru said.
disruptionist endericies had come (o the fore”; o check

iem. the nation had 10 be strong and united. OF, as
put i

the first and last need of India at the present
moment s that it should be made a nation
Everything which helps the growth of nationalisin
has o go forward and everything which throws
obstacles in its way has (0 be rejected .. We
have applied this test (o linguistc provinees also.
and by this test, in our opinion [they] cannot
be supported.
That the Congress leaders would now go back on
ada

heir promise created greal disappointment
speakers, M: i Marat
all ook forward to hay v state. The strongest
o . came from the Telugh-speaing i

{ what was the Madras en Neiru weat
o campaign there du

protect the interests of Telugu speakers. As (i
wenton, i atracted much support. Hartals and bandhs
@ in many towns.

Linguistic - Relating to
ngunge

Flg. 4 rorcsranat e
iy oo
Jnsing o separte i for
Tenepsspomirs
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On 15 December 1952, fity-eight days into his fast,
Porti Sriramulu died. As @ newspaper put it “the news o
sing a

chaos”. The protests

wspap e
the passing away of Sriramul engulfed entire Andhra in

1 were so widespread and intense that
demand,

pread

speakers. In 1966, the state of Punjab was also divided

aryana,
who were also mostly Sikhs). the latter for the rest (who
spoke not Punjabl but versions of Haryanvi or Hindi)

The making of Linguistic
States

o5 @
o frovinces an oty
St e 14 i 1697
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g 810 i sttes b 1 N 1956

Plo. @1 o st 1975




P ——

country.)

g7 ork poing o
Gt sager b

Planning for Development

Lifting India and Tndians out of poverty. and building a
modern technical and industral base were among the

prvate sector would play important and complementary
roles in increasing production and generating jobs
i, \ihich indus

Compieted i 1060
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shouid be initiated by the state and which by the

market, Horw 10 achicve a balance between the different

reghons and states - was to be defined by the Planning
Commission.

I 1956, the Second Five

Year Plan was formulated.

This focused strongly on

the development of heavy

industrics such as steel

and on the bullding of large

dams, ctors would

had many strong supporters,
bt also some vocal critcs.



Nehru on the Five Year Plans

Prime Miniser Jawaharal Nehru was 2 grea supporter of
the planing process, He explined the idels and purposes
of planning n 3 serics of Jtters he wrote 1o the chic
miniter of the different sate. n a et of 22 December
1952, he i thar

behindthe Fis Five Year Pan e the conception of
iy and of s mighty coroperaiive clort of all

remermber aays
Wt 4 ot merly the governmental machinery hat
buter o the cnthusiem and
r people mis have
ity nterprise. o g8 savaarar
s ot the next gosl tha shey and o the Bt tcet.
e sc bfore . The Plan may e, and i 0 be e

e comes in othr ways, and it for s naw 1o make Oy o 1908, Lot

ihis Pl Sl
living, vital and dynamic, which captures the ettt e 3
imagination ofthe peopl. Irportant s of the

s
ekcopment f e
i ater ndependenee.

Some flt that i had put inadequate emphass
on agriculture. Others argued that it had
leved

Discuss In your class whether Mia Behn was
ight in her view that science and machinery
would create problems for human being:

You may like 10 think about examples of

the effects af industial poliution and

de forestation on the wond t
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anaed o iy of
o st

g 10 Leaters of
R and
s

et saes
pariopated i e
Timoscomerence

“The search for an independent foreign policy

India gained fraedom soor
sher the devastations of the
Second World War. AL that
time anewintermatonalbody

he USA and the USSR, with
both counties creating millary alances. This was aso the er
when colonialempires were collapsing and many counties were
attaning Independence. Pime Minsec awaharal Nehr, who wss
aso the foreign ministe of newly Independent India,developed
< Inla's foreign policy in this context. Non alignment forme
the bedrock of this foreian polcy.
Led by statesmen from Egypt, Yugoslavi, Indonesia, Gharna
e ©

By the 19705, 3 large number of counties had joined the
nonaligned movement.



The Nation, Sixty Years On
On 15 August 2007, India celebrated sixty years o its
ation. How well has the coun
1 (o what extent has it fulfled

nd that 1t s sl democratic,

 India could ot
{1t would break up into many

each region or inguistic group seeking (o

thers belicved that it would

il However, as many a5 hirteen

eneral clections have been held since Independence.
tate and local clections. There.

s an independent Judiciary.

Finall. the fact that people speak different languages.
e diflcrent faiths has mol co i

they
face violence and discrimination.
In many parta of rural India they
are nat allowed access to water
Sources, temples. parks and other
publc place. And despite the siar
deals enshuned in he Constiution.
there have been clashes between
diferent religtous groups 1n many
States, Above all. 23 many obs

i has grown over e years. Some parts P 11 Diarat i iy o
"some. geoups of Indians have benclled 4 o%€of e o st s
They e in e

prs

But i has ot becn a failure cither
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ELSEWHERE

What happened in Sri Lanka
In 1956, the year the sates of India were reorganised on the basis of language, the
ing

i

myur...g..ar, ‘o Tum M youdey me e, o e hping o iided
 warned another,addi ot fear,Lasure you [thatyoul
oyt A Cppociian epe: ol sinhala tpking, reiied thot I he
government did ot change s mind and nsisted
evding sate ight <t it ou fome Bt St
Forsevera ecades o, i war s aged
St Lanka, whose roots ie n».umpmm”m.
Sinnla language on the Tami speakn ng iy
i anther Soui Atan mu... . Pakistan,
ivided into o when the Bengall speakers of the
ot et that shelr languoge wa beraa suppresed
inaged 1o survive asa single
ol languages

.12 G carying T s - |mpeua on East Pakistan or Sinhala on norther

ogmettation. Comray o the fers of vl

they have deepened this uniy. Once the fear of one's language belng suppressed has

Galled India

Let's vecall

1. Name three problems that the newly fndependent
nation of India faced

94»—\451'4‘4

are withcss to an

What was the role of the Planning Commission?

ERE o
B i b) Subjects on the Concurrent List were
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©) Economic planning by which both the statc and
the private sector played a role In development
was called & ‘model.

) The death of _____ sparked off such violent
profests that ihe government was forced fo give
i 10 the demand for the linguisti state of Andhra.

4 Statc whether truc or falsc:
) At independence, the majoriy of Indians lived in
villages,

b) The Constituent Assembly was made up of members
of the Congress pary.

©) In the first national election, only men were allowed
tovoe.

) The Sccond Five Year Plan focused on the development
of heavy industry.

Let's Discuss

5. What did Dr Ambedar mear when e said hiag
» s we will have cquality, and in social
and economic life we will have inequallty™?

6. After Independence. why was there a reluctance to
divide the country on linguistic ines?

7. Give one reason why English continued (o be used
in India after Independence.

8. Howw was the cconomic development of ndia
Visualised n the early decades after Independence?

Let's 0
9. Who was Mira Behi? Find out more about her e
e e
10, Find out more about the language disions i Pakistan
v did Bangladesh achiev independence rom Pakistan?
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